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STATE OF OKLAHOMA

2nd Session of the 58th Legislature (2022)

SENATE BILL 1595 By: Dahm

An Act

AS INTRODUCED

relating to emergency state government

operations; amending 63 0.S. 2021, Sections 685.5,

685.0,
to the

686.1, 686.2, 686.3, and 686.11, which relate
emergency succession procedures; modifying

procedure to name certain emergency interim
successors; updating statutory references; updating
statutory language; changing name of act; modifying
legislative declaration; authorizing Governor to
declare provisions of act to be in force and effect;
deleting definition; deleting provisions relating to
emergency interim successors for legislators;
repealing 63 0.S. 2021, Sections 686.4, 686.5, 686.6,

686.7,

©86.8, 686.9, 686.12, 686.13, and 686.14,

which relate to emergency interim successors for
legislators; and providing an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1.

AMENDATORY 63 0.S. 2021, Section 685.5, is

amended to read as follows:

Section 685.5. A+F Unless otherwise provided by law, all state

officers, other than the Governor, subject to such regulations as

the Governor,

or other official authorized under the Constitution

and £his—aet Section 685.1 et seq. of this title to exercise the

powers and discharge the duties of the Office of Governor, may
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issue, upon approval of £his—aet Section 685.1 et seqg. of this

title, inadditieon—teo—anydeputyr shall designate, by the title of

their office or position, emergency interim successors and specify
their order of succession. The officer shall review and revise, as

necessary, designations made pursuant to £his—aet Section 685.1 et

seqg. of this title to ensure their current status. The officer

shall designate a suffieciernt rumber of suech emergeney interim

B

t—any—time deputy, chief administrative officer or such

other personnel of the agency of the officer as an emergency interim

successor. In the event that any state officer is unavailable

following an emergency or disaster, and—in—the eventadeputyr—if
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btes- the said powers of the office shall be
exercised and said the duties of the office shall be discharged by
the designated emergency interim successors in the order specified.
The authority of an emergency successor shall cease:

1. When the incumbent of the office, or a deputy or an interim
successor higher in designation becomes available to exercise the
powers and to perform the duties of the office; or

2. When a successor to the office has been duly elected or
appointed and has qualified according to law.

SECTION 2. AMENDATORY 63 0.5. 2021, Section 685.6, is

amended to read as follows:
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Section 685.6. TFherespeetive-offiecers—eof For vacancies on the

governing body of each city or incorporated town, and of all other

political subdivisions+ of this state, shall desigrate—dnterim
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state law or the municipal charter provides for vacancies on the

governing body of the municipality to be filled by the remaining

members of the governing body or by other available means, such

provisions shall govern in the event of an emergency resulting in

vacancies of more than a quorum of the governing body. If there are

no such provisions in state law or the municipal charter, wvacancies

shall be filled by the Governor or person acting as Governor by

temporary appointment until such vacancies can be filled by

election.
SECTION 3. AMENDATORY 63 0.S. 2021, Section 686.1, is
amended to read as follows:

Section 686.1. This—aet Sections 686.2, 686.3, ©686.10, and

686.11 of this title shall be known as the “Emergency Management

Interim Legislative Suweeessien Operations Act” and shall be

cumulative to the Oklahoma Emergency Management Act of 2003.
SECTION 4. AMENDATORY 63 0.S. 2021, Section 686.2, 1is

amended to read as follows:

Section 686.2. The tegistaturedeclares:
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—Because—to—~contorman—time—o+ In the event of an emergency

or natural or man-made disaster e that would cause existing legal

requirements pertaining to the Legislature weuld to be

impracticable, and wewld jeopardize continuity of operation of a

legally constituted Legislatures+—3+t—3ds—therefore necessaryto—adeopt

speeiat—provisieons—as—hereinafter, the Governor may declare the

provisions of the Emergency Management Interim Legislative

Operations Act set out for the effective operation of the

Legislature during natural or man-made disasters or emergencies to

be in force and effect.

SECTION 5. AMENDATORY 63 0.S. 2021, Section 686.3, is
amended to read as follows:

Section 686.3. As used in £his—aet the Emergency Management

Interim Legislative Operations Act:

1. “Emergency” means any occasion or instance for which, in the

determination of the President of the United States or the Governor

of theState of Oklahema this state, federal or state assistance is

needed to supplement state and local efforts and capabilities to
save lives, protect property, public health and safety, or to lessen

or avert threat of a catastrophe in any part of the state; and
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session, limitations on the length of session and on the subjects
which may be acted upon shall be suspended.

SECTION 7. REPEALER 63 0.S. 2021, Sections 686.4, 686.5,
686.6, 686.7, 686.8, 686.9, 686.12, 686.13, and 686.14, are hereby
repealed.

SECTION 8. This act shall become effective November 1, 2022.
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