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 STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

 

2nd Session of the 55th Legislature (2016) 

 

SENATE CONCURRENT 

RESOLUTION 37 By: Pittman and Matthews of the 

Senate 

 

   and 

 

  Young, Shelton and Goodwin 

of the House 

 

 

 

 

AS INTRODUCED 

 

A Concurrent Resolution recognizing the importance of 

breast cancer awareness; designating April 26, 2016, 

as Breast Cancer Awareness Day in Oklahoma. 

 

 

 

 

 

WHEREAS, breast cancer is the second most common cancer among 

American women, with one in eight women being diagnosed with breast 

cancer in her lifetime.  In 2016, an estimated 246,000 new cases of 

invasive breast cancer are expected to be diagnosed in women in the 

U.S., along with 61,000 new cases of non-invasive (in situ) breast 

cancer; and 

WHEREAS, breast cancer in men is rare, but men should also be 

educated about their risks, as they have a 1 in 1,000 chance of a 

breast cancer diagnosis.  In 2016, an estimated 2,600 men will be 

diagnosed with breast cancer; and 
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 WHEREAS, diagnosing breast cancer in women under the age of 40 

is more difficult, because their breast tissue is generally denser 

than in older women.  By the time a lump in a younger woman's breast 

can be identified, the cancer may be advanced.  Additionally, breast 

cancer in younger women can be aggressive and less likely to respond 

to treatment, making it crucial that younger women discuss with 

their doctors methods beyond standard care; and 

WHEREAS, a triple negative breast cancer diagnosis, which is 

more common among African American women than any other ethnic 

group, often means that a tumor is estrogen receptor-negative, 

progesterone receptor-negative and HER2-negative, thus giving rise 

to the name "triple negative breast cancer."  While this type of 

breast cancer is typically responsive to chemotherapy, triple 

negative tumors generally do not respond to receptor targeted 

treatments.  Depending on the stage of its diagnosis, triple 

negative breast cancer can be particularly aggressive, and more 

likely to recur than other subtypes of breast cancer; and 

WHEREAS, currently there are more than 3 million breast cancer 

survivors in the U.S.; and 

WHEREAS, death rates from breast cancer have been declining 

since 1990 because of earlier detection through screening, increased 

awareness, and improved treatment. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE 2ND SESSION 

OF THE 55TH OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

CONCURRING THEREIN: 

THAT the Oklahoma Legislature declares April 26, 2016, as Breast 

Cancer Awareness Day in Oklahoma. 
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