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 STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

 

2nd Session of the 55th Legislature (2016) 

 

SENATE BILL 1384 By: Ford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AS INTRODUCED 

 

An Act relating to schools; requiring the State 

Department of Education to publish certain list by 

certain date; providing guidelines for list; allowing 

school districts included on certain list to submit 

petition for voluntary consolidation or annexation; 

providing timeline for consolidation or annexation of 

districts based on average daily membership; 

requiring the State Board of Education to consolidate 

or annex certain school districts; providing 

requirements for annexation or consolidation 

agreements; providing for application of certain 

governing board; requiring the State Department of 

Education to publish annual list; allowing school 

districts included on certain list to submit petition 

for voluntary consolidation or annexation; requiring 

the State Board of Education to consolidate or annex 

certain school districts; exempting certain 

consolidation and annexation from certain election 

provisions; allowing school districts included on 

certain lists to apply by certain dates for a delay; 

directing the State Board of Education to consider 

certain factors; defining term; providing certain 

construction; providing for promulgation of rules; 

providing for codification; and providing an 

effective date. 

 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 
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 SECTION 1.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 7-207 of Title 70, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  By February 1, 2017, the State Department of Education shall 

publish a list of all dependent and independent school districts 

that had an average daily membership (ADM) of less than five hundred 

(500) for the 2015-2016 and 2016-2017 school years. 

B.  1.  A school district included in the list published 

pursuant to subsection A of this section may voluntarily agree to 

consolidate with or be annexed to another school district or 

districts in accordance with the Oklahoma School Consolidation and 

Annexation Act. 

2.  A district that chooses to voluntarily consolidate or annex 

shall submit a petition for approval to the State Board of Education 

by September 30 immediately preceding the applicable consolidation 

and annexation completion dates specified in paragraph 3 of this 

subsection.  The petition shall set forth the terms of the 

consolidation or annexation agreement. 

3.  If the petition is approved by the State Board of Education, 

the consolidation or annexation shall be completed in accordance 

with the following schedule: 

a. for school districts with an ADM of less than one 

hundred (100) for the 2015-2016 and 2016-2017 school 
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 years, consolidation or annexation shall be complete 

by July 1, 2018, 

b. for school districts with an ADM of less than two 

hundred fifty (250) for the 2015-2016 and 2016-2017 

school years and not subject to subparagraph a of this 

paragraph, consolidation or annexation shall be 

complete by July 1, 2019, and 

c. for school districts with an ADM of less than five 

hundred (500) for the 2015-2016 and 2016-2017 school 

years and not subject to subparagraph a or b of this 

paragraph, consolidation or annexation shall be 

complete by July 1, 2020. 

C.  A school district included in the list published pursuant to 

subsection A of this section that does not submit a petition to 

voluntarily consolidate or annex shall be consolidated or annexed by 

the State Board of Education with or into one or more school 

districts in accordance with the applicable consolidation and 

annexation completion dates specified in paragraph 3 of subsection B 

of this section. 

D.  The State Board of Education shall take action necessary to 

assist school districts included in the list published pursuant to 

subsection A of this section to reach a consolidation or annexation 

agreement.  The agreement shall address, at a minimum: 

1.  The utilization of property and equipment; 
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 2.  Provisions related to the technology center school district 

and the newly formed school district; 

3.  The assumption of all liabilities, assets, powers and duties 

of the school districts to be consolidated or annexed; 

4.  The division of employees; and 

5.  The transfer of student and employee records. 

E.  The provisions of Section 7-105 of Title 70 of the Oklahoma 

Statutes shall govern the board of education of each resulting 

school district created pursuant to this section. 

F.  1.  Beginning February 1, 2020, and each February 1 

thereafter, the State Department of Education shall publish a list 

of all dependent and independent school districts that had an ADM of 

less than five hundred (500) for the preceding two (2) school years. 

2.  A school district included in the list published pursuant to 

paragraph 1 of this subsection may voluntarily agree to consolidate 

with or be annexed to another school district or districts in 

accordance with the Oklahoma School Consolidation and Annexation 

Act. 

3.  A district that chooses to voluntarily consolidate or annex 

shall submit a petition for approval to the State Board of Education 

by September 30 immediately following publication of the list 

required by paragraph 1 of this subsection.  The petition shall set 

forth the terms of the consolidation or annexation agreement. 
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 4.  If the petition is approved by the State Board of Education, 

the consolidation or annexation shall be completed by July 1 of the 

second year following publication of the list required by paragraph 

1 of this subsection. 

5.  A school district that does not submit a petition to 

voluntarily consolidate or annex shall be subject to the provisions 

of subsection C of this section. 

G.  Annexation or consolidation conducted pursuant to 

subsections B, C or F of this section shall not be subject to the 

election requirements of Sections 7-101 and 7-105 of Title 70 of the 

Oklahoma Statutes. 

H.  1.  A school district included in the list published 

pursuant to subsection A of this section may apply to the State 

Board of Education for up to a three-year delay from annexation or 

consolidation required by subsections B and C of this section. Such 

application shall be submitted to the State Board of Education in 

accordance with the following schedule: 

a. by May 1, 2018, for districts subject to subparagraph 

a of paragraph 3 of subsection B of this section, 

b. by May 1, 2019, for districts subject to subparagraph 

b of paragraph 3 of subsection B of this section, and 

c. By May 1, 2020, for districts subject to subparagraph 

c of paragraph 3 of subsection B of this section.  
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 2.  A school district included in a list published pursuant to 

paragraph 1 of subsection F of this section may apply to the State 

Board of Education for up to a three-year delay from annexation or 

consolidation required by subsection F of this section. Such 

application shall be submitted to the State Board of Education by 

May 1 immediately following publication of the list. 

3.  In considering the applications for delay, the State Board 

of Education shall consider:  

a. a compelling interest, or 

b. if the district is achieving exemplary educational 

attainment. 

4.  "Exemplary educational attainment" may include but is not 

limited to consideration of the district's: 

a. performance on assessments, which could include 

criterion-referenced tests administered pursuant to 

Section 1210.508 of Title 70 of the Oklahoma Statutes, 

reading assessments administered pursuant to Section 

1210.508C of Title 70 of the Oklahoma Statutes, end-

of-instruction tests administered pursuant to Section 

1210.523 of Title 70 of the Oklahoma Statutes or 

assessments administered pursuant to the Oklahoma 

Alternative Assessment Program, 
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 b. growth of performance on assessments, which could 

include assessments described in subparagraph a of 

this paragraph, 

c. advanced coursework offerings and participation, 

d. concurrent and/or dual enrollment offerings and 

participation, 

e. dropout rate, 

f. graduation rate, 

g. college remediation rate, 

h. teacher turnover rate, 

i. attendance, and 

j. enrollment in pre-kindergarten. 

I.  Nothing in this section shall be construed to require the 

closing of any school or school facility. 

J.  The State Board of Education shall promulgate rules 

necessary to implement the provisions of this act. 

SECTION 2.  This act shall become effective November 1, 2016. 
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