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 STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

 

2nd Session of the 55th Legislature (2016) 

 

HOUSE BILL 2736 By: Lockhart 

 

 

 

 

 

AS INTRODUCED 

 

An Act relating to state government; creating the 

Campaign Finance Reform Act of 2016; amending Rules 

2.33 and 2.37 of the Rules of the Ethics Commission 

(74 O.S. Supp. 2015, Chapter 62, App. 1), which 

relate to contributions to certain entities; reducing 

contribution amounts to certain committees; providing 

for noncodification; and providing an effective date. 

 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     NEW LAW     A new section of law not to be 

codified in the Oklahoma Statutes reads as follows: 

This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Campaign 

Finance Reform Act of 2016". 

SECTION 2.     AMENDATORY     Rule 2.33 of the Rules of the 

Ethics Commission (74 O.S. Supp. 2015, Chapter 62, App. 1), is 

amended to read as follows: 

Rule 2.33  (A)  No person shall make, and no limited committee 

shall accept, a contribution to any limited committee in excess of 

Five Thousand  Dollars ($5,000.00) One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) 

in any calendar year, except as otherwise permitted by law or these 
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 Rules.  A contribution to a limited committee that is designated 

directly or indirectly to be used for the benefit of a particular 

candidate or candidates shall be considered a contribution by the 

contributor to the candidate or candidates. 

(B)  No limited committee shall make, and no political party 

committee shall accept, a contribution to the political party 

committee in excess of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) One 

Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) in any calendar year. 

(C)  No limited committee shall make, and no other limited 

committee shall accept, a contribution to another limited committee 

in excess of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) One Thousand Dollars 

($1,000.00) in any calendar year. 

(D)  No limited committee shall make, and no candidate committee 

shall accept, a contribution to any candidate committee in excess of 

Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) prior to a primary election. 

(E)  No limited committee shall make, and no candidate committee 

shall accept, a contribution to any candidate committee of a 

candidate whose name will appear on the ballot for a runoff primary 

election in excess of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) prior to a 

runoff primary election.  Provided, however, after the primary 

election a limited committee that has made a contribution of Five 

Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) or less to the candidate committee 

prior to the primary election may make an additional contribution of 



 

 

Req. No. 7641 Page 3 

 
1  

2  

3  

4  

5  

6  

7  

8  

9  

1 0  

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

1 6  

1 7  

1 8  

1 9  

2 0  

2 1  

2 2  

2 3  

2 4  

 no more than Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) to the candidate 

committee prior to the runoff primary election. 

(F)  No limited committee shall make, and no candidate committee 

shall accept, a contribution to any candidate committee prior to a 

general election in excess of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00).  

Provided, however, after the primary election or runoff primary 

election, whichever is the last for determining a political party's 

nominee, a limited committee that has made a contribution of Five 

Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) or less to the candidate committee 

prior to the primary election or runoff primary election, or both, 

may make an additional contribution of no more than Five Thousand 

Dollars ($5,000.00) to the candidate committee prior to the general 

election. 

(G)  After the general election, a limited committee that has 

made no contribution to a candidate under the provisions of 

subsections (D), (E) or (F) may make a contribution of no more than 

Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) to that candidate committee. 

(H)  No limited committee shall make a total contribution to a 

candidate in excess of the aggregate contribution limits of 

subsections (D), (E) and (F) or in excess of Five Thousand Dollars 

($5,000.00) to the candidate committee of a candidate who is 

unopposed for election. 

(I)  For purposes of this section, "contribution" shall include 

multiple contributions, the amounts of which shall be aggregated. 
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 (J)  A limited committee may make contributions to candidates 

for county, municipal or school district office as permitted by law. 

SECTION 3.     AMENDATORY     Rule 2.37 of the Rules of the 

Ethics Commission (74 O.S. Supp. 2015, Chapter 62, App. 1), is 

amended to read as follows: 

Rule 2.37  (A) No person shall make a contribution in excess of 

Two Thousand Six Hundred Dollars ($2,600.00) One Thousand Dollars 

$1,000.00 to any candidate committee prior to a primary election in 

any calendar year. 

(B) No person shall make a contribution in excess of Two 

Thousand Six Hundred Dollars ($2,600.00) prior to a runoff primary 

election to any candidate committee of a candidate whose name will 

appear on the ballot for a runoff primary election. Provided, 

however, after the primary election a person who has made a 

contribution of Two Thousand Six Hundred Dollars ($2,600.00) or less 

to the candidate committee prior to the primary election may make an 

additional contribution of no more than Two Thousand Six Hundred 

Dollars ($2,600.00) to the candidate committee prior to the runoff 

primary election. 

(C) No person shall make a contribution in excess of Two 

Thousand Six Hundred Dollars ($2,600.00) to any candidate committee 

prior to a general election. Provided, however, after the primary 

election or runoff primary election, whichever is the last for 

determining a political party's nominee, a person who has made a 
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 contribution of Two Thousand Six Hundred Dollars ($2,600.00) or less 

prior to the primary election or runoff primary election, or both, 

may make an additional contribution of no more than Two Thousand Six 

Hundred Dollars ($2,600.00) to a candidate committee of a candidate 

whose name will appear on the general election ballot. 

(D) After the general election, a person who has made no 

contribution or a contribution of less than Two Thousand Six Hundred 

Dollars ($2,600.00) in the aggregate under the provisions of 

subsections (A), (B) or (C) may make an additional contribution or 

contributions to a candidate committee in an amount or amounts that, 

aggregated with any prior contributions, do not exceed Two Thousand 

Six Hundred Dollars ($2,600.00). 

(E) No person shall make a total contribution to a candidate 

committee in excess of the aggregate contribution limits of 

subsections (A), (B) and (C) or in excess of Two Thousand Six 

Hundred Dollars ($2,600.00) to the candidate committee of a 

candidate who is unopposed for election. 

(F) No candidate committee shall make to another candidate 

committee, and the receiving candidate committee shall not accept, a 

total contribution in excess of Two Thousand Six Hundred Dollars 

($2,600.00) One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) in the aggregate for 

all three elections or for the benefit of a candidate who is 

unopposed for election in any calendar year. 
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 (G) (C) For purposes of this section, "contribution" shall 

include multiple contributions, the amounts of which shall be 

aggregated. 

(H) Beginning no earlier than January 1, 2015, and no later than 

July 1, 2015, and every two years thereafter, the limitations in 

subsections (A), (B), (C), (D), (E) and (F) of this section shall be 

increased by the percent difference between the price index for the 

twelve (12) months preceding the beginning of the calendar year 

during which the adjustment is made and the price index for 2014. If 

the adjusted limitation amount is not a multiple of One Hundred 

Dollars ($100.00), the limitation shall be rounded to the nearest 

multiple of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00). For purposes of this 

section, "price index" shall mean the average over a calendar year 

of the Consumer Price Index (all items — United States city average) 

published monthly by the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The adjusted 

limitations shall be published on the Commission's Internet website 

and shall be otherwise communicated as the Commission determines 

appropriate. The adjusted limitations shall apply to the primary, 

runoff primary and general elections in 2016 and every two (2) years 

thereafter as well as to any special primary, runoff primary or 

general elections that occur after the limitations are adjusted but 

before the regular primary, runoff primary or general elections. 

(I) If a candidate files a statement of organization for a 
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 candidate committee with the Commission for one state office and 

accepts one or more contributions for that candidate committee, then 

files a statement of organization for a candidate committee for a 

different state office prior to the filing period for that office, 

contributions to the two committees shall be aggregated for purposes 

of maximum contribution amounts for the second candidate committee. 

SECTION 4.  This act shall become effective November 1, 2016. 
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