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Fiscal Analysis 

 

The CS for HB 1515 creates the Resource Reclamation Act.  According to officials at the 

Forestry Division of ODAFF, the impact of the measure to their agency would be: 

 

Assumptions and calculations: 

 

 Total acreage allowed in program is capped at 300K/year. 

 Forest management plans are needed for 50 percent of those acres 

 Forest Water Quality BMPs are implemented on 50 percent of those acres  

 Average forester salary and benefit cost - $72,000/year.  

 Average cost of support (vehicle, equipment, etc.) for forester - $22,000/year 

 Average production rate for foresters doing forest management planning  – 35-40,000 

acres per year. 

 

Using these assumptions of cost and production the following is needed: 

 4 Forester FTEs for forest management planning - $376,000  

 1 Forester FTE for water quality - $94,000 

 

Impact to Oklahoma Forestry to accomplish work totals $470,000 annually.  If it is found the 

entire 300K acres require forest management plans this figure should be doubled.  We currently 

do not have the staff to accomplish this work so additional staff is required. 

 

The measure further provides for in lieu tax treatment for owners of qualifying eastern red cedar 

properties.  According to the Tax Commission, the impact of such treatment would constitute no 

impact for FY-14, and an estimated $168,000 loss in local property tax revenues for FY-15 and 

beyond.   

 

The Office of Management and Enterprise Services says the waiving of the registration fee will 

have no impact to their agency.   
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Other Considerations 
 

None  
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