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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES - FLOOR VERSION

STATE OF OKLAHOMA
2nd Session of the 54th Legislature (2014)
COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE
FOR
HOUSE BILL NO. 2640 By: Denney and McDaniel
(Jeannie) of the House

and

Halligan of the Senate

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE

An Act relating to schools; amending 70 O0.S. 2011,
Sections 1210.566, 1210.567, 1210.568 and 1210.569,
which relate to guidelines for school district
alternative education programs; deleting needs-
assessment filing requirements; modifying requirement
for school districts to submit certain alternative
education plan to the State Department of Education
by certain date and by certain means; deleting
enrollment requirement; deleting provisions for
teacher certification and qualifications for teaching
in alternative education programs; providing for
implementation of a three-tiered system of
alternative education programs; stating guidelines
for each type of program; modifying requirements for
school districts to provide alternative education
programs; providing criteria for Academy Programs and
Specialty Programs; adding criteria for payment and
professional development of teachers; establishing
additional criteria for Specialty Programs; requiring
electronic submission of certain form by certain
date; requiring school district to identify certain
students and provide Targeted Support Services to
those students; listing criteria for Targeted Support
Services; modifying calculation of alternative
education funding; providing for funding of Academy
and Specialty Programs; changing amount of minimum
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funding;
districts;
to be operational by certain date;

of the technical assistance provider; deleting

deleting waiver option for elementary school
requiring alternative education programs
modifying duties

certain contingent alternative education program

provisions;
plan reporting, professional development and
expansion requirements;
of Education to award Alternative Approaches
Incentive Grants;

deleting alternative education annual
authorizing the State Board

listing criteria for the grants;

requiring grant applications to designate purposes

for funds;
to make a report on funding utilization;
0.S. 2011, Sections 1210.5061,

directing the technical assistance program
repealing 70
1210.562 and 1210.565,

which relate to grants for alternative education and

payment for alternative education teachers;

an effective date; and declaring an emergency.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

providing

is

SECTION 1. AMENDATORY 70 0.S5. 2011, Section 1210.50606,
amended to read as follows:
Section 1210.566 A. Eaech—vyear by bPecember1—everyschoot
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B+ By May—3++—3+995 August 1 of each year, every school district
as—speeified—in—subseetion A —of+this——seetion shall develop and
electronically submit to the State Department of Education through
the student identification system, established pursuant to Section

18-200.1 of this title, a proposed plan approved by the district

board of education, for meeting the needs of the students at risk of
not completing a high school education as—identifiedthreough the

n Ao ~ oo acmant roryira A 1 a1l ot o n I\ £ +1h - o o ot o n sz
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and meeting the needs of students identified for receiving

educational services through Academy Programs, Specialty Programs

and Targeted Support Services pursuant to Section 1210.568 of this

title. The district shall include parents, students, teachers, law

enforcement representatives, judicial system representatives, social

service representatives, technology center school district
representatives, and others deemed appropriate by the board of
education in the development of the proposed plan. If the school
district overlaps a technology center school district or districts,
the plan shall be coordinated with the board of education of each

overlapped technology center school district.
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alternative education program or receiving educational services in
residential or treatment facility within the district who attends
for a full abbreviated day shall be counted in attendance for
purposes of computing average daily attendance and average daily
membership for the district.

B. A district board of education may authorize enrollment on a
part-time basis utilizing Internet-based courses for students who
have dropped out of school or are or have been suspended from
school. State Aid shall be calculated for such students based upon
the percentage of the total school day in which the student is

enrolled multiplied by the appropriate grade level weight pursuant

to Section 18-201.1 of this title—preoevided—such student—was
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C. A district board of education shall hire only licensed or
certified teachers to teach in an alternative education program or
alternative education school offered by the district or to teach

students who are in a residential or treatment facility.

a
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Programs, Specialty Programs and Targeted Support Services as

follows:

1. Academy Programs are designed for public school students in

grades nine through twelve identified as exhibiting characteristics

placing the student at risk of dropping out of school. The purpose

of the Academy Program is to provide intervention services to

identified students in grades nine through twelve whose needs are

best met in a nontraditional learning environment. Academies may be

offered by an individual local education agency or may be offered

jointly by local education agencies, charter schools, career

technology centers or entities formed by interlocal cooperative

agreements pursuant to Section 5-117b of this title;

2. Specialty Programs are designed for public school students

in grades nine through twelve identified as exhibiting

characteristics placing the student at risk of dropping out of

school. The purpose of Specialty Programs is to provide intensive

support in a nontraditional learning environment to students whose

circumstances place them at extremely high risk for dropping out of

school. These circumstances include, but are not limited to,

pregnancy and parenting status, serious medical conditions, unstable

home environment, substance abuse, involvement in the juvenile court

and/or child welfare system and out-of-school suspensions.

Specialty Program options include, but are not limited to,

challenge-based programming models, teen parenting programs with

HB2640 HFLR Page 7
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childcare provided, restorative justice programming models and

educational programming in residential facilities. Specialty

Programs may be offered by an individual local education agency or

may be offered jointly by local education agencies, charter schools,

career technology centers or entities formed by interlocal

cooperative agreements pursuant to Section 5-117b of this title; and

3. Targeted Support Services are designed for public school

students in grades kindergarten through twelve identified as

exhibiting characteristics placing the student at risk of dropping

out of school.

B. Beginning with the first semester of the 2662-2663 2014-2015
school year, all school districts of this state shall provide

7 4+ "ot
& g y wy 3

57 dueatieon—programs at least one Academy Program or

Specialty Program that eenferm conforms to the requirements of

statutes and rules applicable to alternative education—-=Apregram

programs. All Academy Programs and Specialty Programs shall provide

documentation of how the Programs are meeting all requirements to

the State Department of Education in a manner prescribed by the

Department.
C. Programs implemented pursuant to this section shall:
1. Allow class sizes and student/teacher ratios which are

conducive to effective learning for at-risk students, not to exceed

fifteen students per classroom teacher. Credit recovery labs shall

not exceed twenty students per classroom teacher;
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2. Incorporate appropriate structure, curriculum, and
interaction and reinforcement strategies designed to provide

effective instruction that meets or exceeds Oklahoma graduation

requirements;

3. Include an intake and screening process developed by th

e

school district to determine eligibility of students. The inta

ke

and screening process shall include the following:

a. a meeting with the identified student and the par

ent

or legal guardian of the student, and

o

evidence that placement is not punitive in nature

but

a partnership between the school district, studen

t and

parent or legal guardian;

4. Demonstrate that teaching faculty are appropriately lic

or certified teachers and have been selected on the basis of a

record of successful work with at-risk students;

)]
ar

ensed

qr

OF
B

qr

00
q
T

ar

-
ar

q

m
:
m
il

6~ Reflect appropriate collaborative efforts with state

agenretes and local agencies, local businesses and other communi

,_
H
@D

ty-

based organizations serving youth;
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7~ 6. Provide courses t

standards adopted by the Sta

hat meet all the academic curricula

te Board of Education and additional

remedial courses, as necessary;
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36~ 7. Include counseling and social services components based

upon the individual needs of

each student, with the provision that

providers of services are no

counselors;

t required to be certified as school

+or an Individualized

+—~ 8. Require =&

Graduation Plan be developed

Academy Program or Specialty

for each student in the—program an

Program which will allow the student to
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itle progress towar
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D
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d the goal of fulfilling Oklahoma high

school graduation requiremen

ts and transitioning effectively into

postsecondary educational opportunities;

12- 9. Offer life skill

HB2640 HFLR
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33— 10. Provide opportunities for arts education to students,
including Artists in Residence programs coordinated with the
Oklahoma Arts Council;

34— 11. Provide a proposed annual budget to be submitted to the

State Board of Education by July 1 of each year;

35+ 12. TFrelode—an—-evaluation componentineluoding an anngat

wmritrtraoan o~ £ xz
(A S . S 3 Sy i e I o s

gatiten Provide evaluation information as required

by the State Department of Education;

6——R £ely 13. 1Include research-based programming

1
T

not completing a high school education for a reason other than that

identified in Section 13-101 of this title; and

He
-

Addew 14. Include policies that allow students in £he

atHterpative—eduecatieonprogram an Academy Program or Specialty

Program, who otherwise meet all of the participation requirements,
to participate in vocational programs and extracurricular activities

offered to students otherwise enrolled in the local education

agency, including but not limited to graduation exercises,

athletics, band, and clubs;

15. 1Include intervention strategies that are individualized to

address the needs and interests of each student, based upon the

information gained through the intake and screening process;
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16. Include initial and ongoing professional development of

faculty and staff employed in Academy Programs and Specialty

Programs on effective strategies for providing appropriate

structure, curriculum, interaction and reinforcement to students at

risk of dropping out of school in accordance with State Board of

Education guidelines;

17. Pay the certified teacher providing direct instruction a

five-percent increment above the designated step for that teacher

within the adopted salary schedule of the district for the time

served in the Academy Program or Specialty Program. As funds are

available, districts may elect to pay teachers an additional

incentive pay of up to a five-percent increment based upon student

progress, improvement and successful completion of the program;

18. Serve a minimum of ten students per school year; and

19. Provide a minimum of four (4) hours of instructional time

per day and adequate opportunity for students to make substantial

progress toward graduation.

year D. In addition to the requirements of subsection C of this

section, Specialty Programs shall also meet the following

requirements:
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1. Provide professional development to faculty and staff in the

area of specialty services provided by the program, in accordance

with the guidelines adopted by the State Board of Education; and

2. Provide additional resources, training and transition as

needed for student graduation success.

E. Beginning in the 2014-15 school year, all public school

districts in the state that serve students in grades nine through

twelve shall submit electronically to the State Department of

FEducation an Alternative Education Implementation Plan form no later

than August 1 of each year.

F. 1In addition to Academy Programs and Specialty Programs,

beginning in the 2014-2015 school year, all public school districts

in the state shall identify students in grades kindergarten through

twelve who are considered at risk but do not meet the needs of an

Academy Program or Specialty Program. These students shall be

served within the traditional school setting and receive Targeted

Support Services pursuant to this subsection as follows:

1. The purpose of Targeted Support Services is to provide

prevention and early intervention to identified students in grades

kindergarten through twelve within the traditional school setting.

Targeted Support Services are supplemental to traditional school

offerings and should assist the identified student in making

satisfactory progress toward high school graduation;

HB2640 HFLR Page 13
UNDERLINED language denotes Amendments to present Statutes.
BOLD FACE CAPITALIZED language denotes Committee Amendments.
Strike—thru language denotes deletion from present Statutes.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

2. Funding for Targeted Support Services shall come from funds

allocated to school districts for State Aid pursuant to Section 18-

200.1 of this title, funds allocated for reading remediation

pursuant to Section 1210.508D of this title, funds designated for

the Achieving Classroom Excellence Act of 2005 pursuant to Section

1210.526 of this title or other sources selected by the school

district. Funds allocated to a school district specifically for

alternative education shall not be used for Targeted Support

Services;

3. Targeted Support Services programming includes, but is not

limited to, tutoring services, mentoring services, graduation

assistance programming, expanded counseling services, work-based

learning opportunities, attendance monitoring, credit recovery

programming, extended school-day or school-year programming and

advisement classes; and

4. Based on the criteria of the Targeted Support Services,

students shall be identified according to local district policy,

which may include using the Oklahoma Student Information System.
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G. Statewide alternative education funding shall not be used to
supplant existing school district resources or to support programs
that do not meet all the criteria for the statewide alternative
education system. Ne

H. Beginning in the 2014-2015 school year, all public

independent school districts which offer kindergarten through

twelfth grade shall receive funding for alternative education

programs for students identified for Academy Programs and Specialty

Programs based on the prior year October 1 student enrollment data

submitted to the State Department of Education. Each alternative

education program of a school district shall receive funding based

on the average daily membership of the school district and district

poverty level as measured by the proportion of students in the

district who qualify for the free or reduced-price school lunch

program. Notwithstanding the calculation of funding as provided for

in this subsection, no school district alternative education program
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shall receive less than the total amount of funding the program

received during the 2013-2014 school year. In no case shall an

alternative education program receive less than a total of Fern

Thovsandbettars—{530+6686-066) Eight Thousand Dollars ($8,000.00) per

school year.

i IR
=

4

All statewide
alternative education funds received and expended for students

participating in an alternative education program shall be reported

to the State Department of Education by
program classifications pursuant to the

System as adopted by the State Board of

major object codes and by
Oklahoma Cost Accounting

Education pursuant to

Section 5-135 of this title.
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6+~ J. The alternative education program of a school district

shall be operational and serving students by the start of each

school year with an approved implementation plan on file with the

State Department of Education by August 1 of each year.
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K. 1. The State Board of Education shall contract for
technical assistance for operation of an Alternative Education
Technical Assistance Center. The technical assistance provider
shall be an entity located in Oklahoma that has been officially
recognized by the United States Department of Education to assess
and facilitate dissemination of validated educational programs in
Oklahoma. The technical assistance provider shall have priority, if
its operations are deemed satisfactory by the State Board of
Education and if funds are available, for annual renewal of the
contract.

2. The duties of the technical assistance provider shall
include, but shall not be limited to:

a. providing initial and ongoing training of personnel
who will educate at-risk populations through
alternative education programs,

b. providing technical assistance to school districts to
enhance the probability of success of their
alternative education programs,

C. evaluating state-funded alternative education

programs, and
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e providing in-depth program analysis and evaluation of
state-funded alternative education programs.

3. The State Board of Education shall not provide funding to an
alternative education program that does not receive a recommendation
for continued funding in the evaluation provided for in this
subsection. Provided, any school district not receiving such a
recommendation for continued funding may request a hearing before
the Board with a review of the evaluation prior to the Board's final
determination.

H+- L. All alternative education programs shall be subject to
statutes and rules applicable to alternative education, including
any exemptions from statutory or regulatory requirements authorized
by statutes or rule.

i~ M. An alternative education program may be offered by an
individual school district or may be offered jointly by school
districts that have formed interlocal cooperative agreements
pursuant to Section 5-117b of this title. Any school district

submitting a plan for amp—altternative ecduecationprogram Academy

Programs or Specialty Programs serving fewer than ten students shall

enter into a cooperative agreement with another school district to
jointly provide the program unless the program has been granted a
wailver from this requirement by the State Board of Education.

J= N. Any materials or equipment purchased by a school district
with revenue received for students participating in an alternative
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Contingent upon the provision of appropriated funds

[0),
H
d

designated for Alternative Approaches Incentive Grants, the State

Board of Education is authorized to award competitive grants to

alternative education programs that have demonstrated quality. The

grant awards shall be made to school districts with alternative

education programs which can demonstrate the following:

1. High gquality in the programs as shown through independent

evaluation ratings;

2. Reasonable costs per student;

3. Enrollment of students who are at risk of failing to

complete high school;

4., Low absence rates or a reduction in absence rates;

5. High course completion rates or an increase in course

completion rates;

6. High student grades or an improvement in student grades;
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7. Low program dropout rates or a reduction in dropout rates;
and

8. High program graduation rates or an increase in graduation
rates.

B. Grant applications shall designate the purposes for which

Alternative Approaches Incentive Grant funds will be spent.

C. The technical assistance provider for state alternative

education programs as designated in subsection K of Section 1210.568

of this title shall report to the State Department of Education on

how funding from each Alternative Approaches Incentive Grant was

utilized.

SECTION 5. REPEALER 70 0.S. 2011, Sections 1210.561,
1210.562 and 1210.565, are hereby repealed.

SECTION 6. This act shall become effective July 1, 2014.

SECTION 7. It being immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby
declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and

be in full force from and after its passage and approval.

COMMITTEE REPORT BY: COMMITTEE ON COMMON EDUCATION, dated 02/12/2014
- DO PASS, As Amended and Coauthored.
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