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Research Analysis 
 

The committee substitute for SB 1222 creates the Corporal Matthew Steiner Oklahoma Veterans’ 

Treatment Act and authorizes any district or municipal court to establish a Veterans’ Treatment 

Program where, if an offender successfully completes the program, the criminal case may be 

dismissed, reduced or deferred. Funding for the programs may come from contracts with the 

Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services, as funds are available, and other 

sources. 

 

A program team or coordinator, after making assessments and clinical evaluations, will make a 

recommendation to the prosecutor as to whether the applicant is appropriate for the program 

where the district attorney will make a final determination as to eligibility. Persons charged with 

or convicted of an 85 % crime or violent crime as defined by state statute or has completed or 

been discharged from the program are ineligible for the program. The offender must voluntarily 

agree to waive the right to a speedy trial and preliminary hearing. Transfer a case of a Veteran 

from a county without a program to one with a program requires an order of the district court in 

the jurisdiction where the case was originally filed. 

 

A treatment portion of the program may not exceed 36 months. If the defendant does not operate 

within the terms and conditions of the program, the defendant may be sanctioned or terminated 

from the program. However, the program must also provide incentives to assist in the 

rehabilitation and recovery process and driving privileges may be reinstated when no other 

means of transportation are available.  

 

Prepared By: Andrea Merten 

 

Fiscal Analysis 

 

According to the Oklahoma Department of Metal Health and Substance Abuse Services 

(ODMHSAS), the CS for Engrossed SB1222 will cost approximately $15,000 per participant.  

There will also be additional costs to the courts and the district attorneys, which are not included 

in this analysis. 
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Other Considerations 
 

None 

 



 

 

 

 

 


