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Research Analysis 
 

The CS for HB 3133 authorizes the Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth (OCCY) to 

employ administrative law judges (ALJ) to preside over hearings of the Department of Human 

Services’ (DHS) Office of Client Advocacy that are child-welfare and foster-care related. The 

measure also transfers the relevant ALJ positions from DHS to OCCY. 

 

Prepared By: Marcia Goff 

 

Fiscal Analysis 

 

Department of Human Service personnel provide that currently neither the Department nor the 

Office of Client Advocacy conduct administrative hearings concerning child welfare and foster 

care complaints or allegations. OKDHS does conduct hearings pursuant to the Oklahoma 

Community Services Worker Act, that in some instances relate to children and youth. 
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Other Considerations 
 

OKDHS Administrative Law Judges(ALJs)  preside over two types of administrative hearings; 

Child Support Office of Administrative Hearings and specific client appeals. A contract ALJ is 

compensated at the rate of $275 per judicial day. A total of $493,614 has been encumbered for 

FY-12 to cover the cost of the 13 contract judges. 66% of this cost is paid with federal funds.The 

state share of this expense is $162,898. 

 

Further, ALJs preside over administrative hearings regarding confirmed abuse and/or neglect 

perpetrated on a child in all out-of-home placements. There could be a duplication of services 

involving one ALJ from the Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth hearing an OKDHS 

custody childe case in a Restricted Registry process and another ALJ from OKDHS hearing the 

same case if the case also involved children not in custody of DHS. 

 

 

 

 

 


