
 

BILL SUMMARY 
1st Session of the 53rd Legislature 

 
 Bill No.: HB1352 
 Version:  CS 
 Request Number:  7063 
 Author: Representative McAffrey 
 Date: 3/03/2011 
 Impact: Revenue Decrease $344,137  
  Cost Increase $118,290 
  Total Annual Impact $462,428 
 
Research Analysis 
 
The measure modifies the membership ot the Board of Medicolegal Investigations by adding a 
citizen member, not affiliated with any group similar to other members to be appointed by the 
Governor.   Replaces the President or Dean of the Oklahoma State University Center for Health 
Science representative on the Board with the Chair of the Department of Pathology at the 
Oklahoma State University College of Osteopathic Medicine.  Replaces the funeral home 
representative with a criminal defense attorney.  Authorizes the Board to act as a checks and 
balances system with authority to override any act by the Chief Administrative Officer or the 
Medical Examiner that jeopardizes the integrity or successful operation of the agency by a 
unanimous vote of the Board.  Provides that the Board is to be directed by a Chief 
Administrative Officer of the Office of the State Medical Examiner.  Provides that the Office of 
the State Medical Examiner is to be independent and autonomous from all other agencies in this 
state, be directed by the Chief Administrative Officer of the Office of the State Medical 
Examiner, who is appointed by the Board and obtain approval by the Legislature before closing 
any satellite office.  Provides minimum qualifications for the Chief Administrative Officer of the 
Office of the State Medical Examiner.  Provides that the Chief Administrative Officer of the 
Office of the State Medical Examiner shall be directly responsible to the Board of Medicolegal 
Investigations for the management and administration of the Office of the State Medical 
Examiner.  Provides responsibilities of the Chief Administrative Office.  Provides that the Office 
is to be in close proximity to the University of Central Oklahoma Forensic Science Institute.  
Provides that incomplete or pending reports or other documents covered by the work-product 
doctrine are not required to be turned over to district attorneys or law enforcement.  Removes 
language that prevents the Board of Medicolegal Investigations from charging a fee for out-of-
state shipment of human remains.  Limits the fee charged for the out-of-state shipment of human 
remains to $100 to $200.  Limits the fee for death certificates to $100.  Provides that certified 
copies of reports are to be considered self-authenticating reports in civil cases.  Allows the 
spouse or any person within one degree of consanguinity of a deceased person to appeal the 
findings fo the medical examiner to the Board of Medicolegal Investigations.    
 
Prepared By: Brad Wolgamott 
 
Fiscal Analysis 
 
HB1352 removes authority for the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (ME) to charge for 
cremation permits and grants authority to charge for death certificates signed by the ME. 
According to the ME’s office,  $1,732,138 in cremation fees were collected in FY-10.  The ME’s 
office signs approximately 13,880 death certificates annually.  If the ME were to charge $100 for 
each death certificate signed, it would generate approximately $1,388,000 annually.  With the 



 

loss of funding for cremation permits, the ME’s office would have a net loss of $344,138 
annually. 
 
According to the ME’s office it would require two additional FTE to handle the duties associated 
with the billing and collection for death certificates.  These additional FTE are estimated to cost 
approximately $118,290 annually, which includes benefits.  The total fiscal impact of HB1352 
would be $462,428 annually 
 
 
Prepared By: Marilyn Anderson  
 
Other Considerations 
 
None 
 
 
 
 
 


