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 STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

 

2nd Session of the 53rd Legislature (2012) 

 

SENATE BILL 1607 By: Fields 

 

 

 

 

AS INTRODUCED 

 

An Act relating to groundwater aquifer advisory 

groups; directing the Oklahoma Water Resources Board 

to create certain regional advisory groups; stating 

purpose; providing for membership; providing for 

appointments; stating procedures and requirements for 

reports; providing for travel reimbursement and 

certain funding; naming certain advisory groups; 

providing for codification; and providing an 

effective date. 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 1085.2A of Title 82, unless 

there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  The Oklahoma Water Resources Board is hereby authorized and 

directed to create seventeen (17) regional advisory groups for the 

purpose of providing advice to the Board on every aspect relating to 

the protection and use of groundwater resources within each 

underlying bedrock aquifer region.  These groups shall be named 

aquifer advisory groups and shall be organized and members shall be 

appointed as provided in this section. 



 

 

Req. No. 1915 Page 2 

 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

 B.  The aquifer advisory groups shall advise and report to the 

Regional Water Planning Groups (RWPG), once RWPG are otherwise 

created by law, for the region where each aquifer is located, and 

the Oklahoma Water Resources Board.  The Board shall be required to 

meet with the aquifer advisory groups at least annually.  The 

aquifer advisory groups will be required to make recommendations to 

their respective RWPG on groundwater issues.  Such recommendations 

shall be forwarded to the Board upon approval of the RWPG.  The 

Board may direct the aquifer advisory groups to conduct any studies 

or make recommendations on any issue relating to their stated 

purpose and the aquifer advisory groups are authorized to make any 

recommendations they deem appropriate to the RWPG or the Board. 

C.  The membership of each aquifer advisory group shall be made 

up of two (2) residents from each county located within an aquifer 

region who shall be selected by the county commissioners of the 

county.  The number of members of each aquifer advisory group may 

vary depending on the number of counties represented.  The maps used 

to determine the counties within the various aquifer advisory groups 

shall be obtained from the Oklahoma Comprehensive Water Plan (OCWP) 

as approved on October 17, 2011.  The county commissioners shall 

strive to appoint individuals who are knowledgeable of a variety of 

water interests.  Members shall be appointed for terms of four (4) 

years and may be eligible for reappointment.  Vacancies shall be 

filled by the original appointing member to serve the remainder of 
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 the original term.  Members shall serve without compensation and may 

only be reimbursed for required travel expenses, pursuant to the 

State Travel Reimbursement Act, to be paid by the Board, as the 

Board provides.  The Board is not required to expend any agency 

funds to support the work of the aquifer advisory groups unless 

funds are directly appropriated for such purpose by the Legislature.  

However, the Board may approve expenditures of any available funds 

to facilitate the implementation of this section or as directed by 

the Board.  Administrative functions for the aquifer advisory groups 

may be provided by Oklahoma Water Resources Board staff as the Board 

deems necessary. 

D.  The aquifer advisory groups shall be made up of the counties 

within the following aquifers as outlined in the OCWP:  Antlers, 

Beaver Creek Alluvium and Terrace, Cache Creek Alluvium and Terrace, 

Elk City, Enid Isolated Terrace, Getty Sand, Haworth Isolated 

Terrace, Hennessey-Garber, Little River Alluvium and Terrace, North 

Canadian River, North Fork - Red River, Ogallala, Post Oak, Tillman 

Terrace, Vamoosa - Ada, Washita River, Arbuckle - Simpson. 

E.  The Board is authorized to promulgate rules necessary to 

implement the provisions of this section. 

SECTION 2.  This act shall become effective November 1, 2012. 
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