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STATE OF OKLAHOMA
2nd Session of the 53rd Legislature (2012)

HOUSE BILL 2968 By: Thomsen

AS INTRODUCED

An Act relating to schools; amending 70 O0.S. 2011,
Section 1210.508, which relates to the Oklahoma
School Testing Program Act; deleting authorization
for the State Board of Education to develop and
administer certain tests; deleting requirement to
administer certain tests; deleting requirement for
student to take certain test upon completion of a
course; deleting requirement to develop certain
tests; deleting requirement to provide retakes of
certain tests; requiring school districts to
administer certain ACT assessments to students in
certain grades; requiring results to be reported to
the State Department of Education; stating that
results of certain assessment be used for developing
a certain plan for each student; requiring school
districts to administer certain ACT assessments to
certain students enrolled in certain courses;
requiring students to take the ACT assessment in
order to graduate; directing the Board to negotiate
an annual statewide administration; providing for
costs; modifying requirement to report certain test
results on the high school transcript; deleting
requirement for administration of an art assessment;
deleting requirements related to the end-of-
instruction criterion referenced tests; repealing 70
0.S. 1210.523, which relates to the end-of-
instruction criterion-referenced tests; and providing
an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:
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SECTION 1. AMENDATORY 70 0.s. 2011, Section 1210.508, 1is
amended to read as follows:

Section 1210.508 A. 1. The State Board of Education shall
develop and administer a series of criterion-referenced tests for

grades one through three and grades five through six, that are

designed to indicate whether the state academic content standards,
as defined by the State Board of Education in the Priority Academic

Student Skills Curriculum, which Oklahoma public school students are

expected to have attained have been achieved. The Beardmaydevelop
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furding- Students who do not perform at least at the proficient
level on tests shall be remediated, subject to the availability of
funding.

2. Contingent upon the availability of state and federal funds,
the Board, in accordance with federal law, shall administer

criterion-referenced tests for grades one, two and three and—Ffeour
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B. 1. Beginning with the 2013-2014 school year, each school

district shall ensure that:

a. each student enrolled in grades eight and nine are

administered the ACT Explore college readiness

assessment,
b. each student enrolled in grade ten is administered the
ACT Plan college readiness assessment, and
C. each student enrolled in grade eleven is administered
the ACT Workkeys job skills assessment.
2. The results of the assessments administered as provided in

this subsection shall be reported to the State Department of

Education.

3. Results of the assessments administered as provided in

subparagraph a of paragraph 1 of this subsection shall be utilized

in developing a plan designed by each student and overseen by the

student’s English I teacher, which includes preparation of a course

of study necessary to achieve the future plans of the student for

postsecondary education or workforce entry.

C. Beginning with the 2013-2014 school year, each school

district shall ensure that each student who enrolls in a course

which is covered by the ACT QualityCore course standard shall be

administered the QualityCore formative, benchmark and end-of-course

assessments. The results of the assessments administered as

Reg. No. 9194 Page 5
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provided in this subsection shall be reported to the State

Department of Education.

D. Unless otherwise exempt by law, beginning with students

graduating in the 2013-14 school year, each student shall take the

ACT assessment in order to graduate from a public high school with a

standard diploma. The State Board of Education shall negotiate a

contract with ACT for annual statewide administration of the ACT

assessment. Students and school districts shall not be responsible

for fees or costs associated with administration of the ACT pursuant

to this subsection.

E. In order to provide an indication of the levels of

competency attained by the student in a permanent record for

potential future employers and institutions of higher education, fer
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Beginning beginning with students—wheo—enter
the—minth grade—3n the 2606809 2013-2014 school year, school
districts shall report the student’s performance levels on the end-

£~
OIS

raetion—tests assessments and tests administered pursuant to

subsections B, C and D and any business and industry-recognized

endorsements attained on the student’s high school transcript. Any
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state academic content standards shall reflect the benchmarks of the
American Diploma Project and the goal of improving the state average
ACT score.

2. The State Department of Education shall annually evaluate
the results of the criterion-referenced tests. The State Board of
Education shall ensure that test results are reported to districts
in a manner that yields detailed, diagnostic information for the
purpose of guiding instruction and student remediation. As
improvements are made to the criterion-referenced tests required by
this section, the Board shall seek to increase the depth of
knowledge assessed for each subject. The State Board of Education
shall seek to ensure that data yielded from the tests required in
this section are utilized at the school district level to prescribe
reinforcement and/or remediation by requiring school districts to
develop and implement a specific program of improvement based on the
test results.

3. The State Board of Education in coordination with the
Educational Quality and Accountability Board shall review,

realign,

and recalibrate, as necessary, the criterion-referenced tests im
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4. The State Board of Education, for the purposes of conducting

reliability and validity studies, monitoring contractor adherence to
professionally accepted testing standards, and providing
recommendations for testing program improvement, shall retain the
services of an established, independent agency or organization that
is nationally recognized for its technical expertise in educational

testing but is not engaged in the development of aptitude or

achievement tests for elementary or secondary level grades. Fhese
nat 2 "l S o oo omandt NnNoartra oho11 anmaial 17 ~~Arm At a0 A9 o £ +1h
ITaOCITUTITO T (@ e yw) o O I ITC At./ 1O [ U & i sy ATl 1T A\ AW @ ) uy w o C O =} oL CIT
rolaalha T a+x7 A A <707 2 A4 4y £ +1h Al ESNE IR S T i | N +oaat o

- [ S Sy @ I N7 J S S Sy W [Eeyaw | N S S W Sy ey A\ - CIT T = LT O C IO OCTCTIUIT (AT ey
administered—pursuvant—te—this—seetions Validity studies shall

include studies of decision validity, concurrent validity and the
validity of performance level cut scores.

&~ G. 1. The State Board of Education shall set the testing

window dates for each criterion-referenced test required in

paragraphs—t+—through 5—eof subsection A of this section fer—grades
three—through—-eight so that, with the exception of the writing

assessments, the tests are administered to students no earlier than

April 10 each year and so that the test results are reported back to

school districts in a timely manner. Eaeh
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ethnicity, disability status, migrant status, English proficiency,
and status as economically disadvantaged, except that such
disaggregation shall not be required in a case in which the number
of students in a category is insufficient to yield statistically
reliable information or the results would reveal personally
identifiable information about an individual student. Each school
site shall notify the student’s parents of the school’s performance
levels in the Oklahoma School Testing Program as reported in the
Oklahoma Educational Indicators Program at the end of each school
year.

B+ H. The State Board of Education shall be responsible for the
development, field-testing, and validation of the criterion-
referenced test series required in subsection A of this section. 1In
the interest of economy the Board shall adapt criterion-referenced
tests that have been developed by or in collaboration with other
states or are otherwise commercially available, or portions of such
tests, to the extent that such tests are appropriate for use in the
testing program to be administered to Oklahoma students.

E~ I. The State Board of Education shall develop, administer,
and incorporate as a part of the Oklahoma School Testing Program,
other testing programs or procedures, including appropriate
accommodations for the testing of students with disabilities as
required by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA),

20 USC, Section 1400 et seq.
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SECTION 2. REPEALER 70 0.S. 2011, Section 1210.523, 1is
hereby repealed.

SECTION 3. This act shall become effective November 1, 2012.
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