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SENATE FLOOR VERSION
March 1, 2011

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE
FOR
SENATE BILL NO. 622 By: Aldridge of the Senate

and

Banz of the House

[ Secretary of State - amendment to Oklahoma
Constitution - certain officials to be appointed by
Governor - ballot title - filing ]

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. The Secretary of State shall refer to the people for
their approval or rejection, as and in the manner provided by law,
the following proposed amendment to Sections 1, 4 and 23 of Article
VI and Sections 15 and 16 of Article IX of the Oklahoma Constitution
to read as follows:

Section 1. A. The Executive authority of the state shall be
vested in a Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, State
Auditor and Inspector, Attorney General, State Treasurer,
Superintendent of Public Instruction, Commissioner of Labor,
Commissioner of Insurance and other officers provided by law and

this Constitution, each of whom shall keep kis the office and public
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records, books and papers at the seat of government, and shall
perform such duties as may be designated in this Constitution or
prescribed by law.

B. The Secretary of State, State Auditor and Inspector, State

Treasurer, Superintendent of Public Instruction, Commissioner of

Labor and Commissioner of Insurance shall be appointed by the

Governor by and with the consent of the Senate for a term of four
(4) years to run concurrently with the term of the Governor.

Section 4. A. The term of office of the Governor, Lieutenant

Governor—State Auditeor and Inspeeteor, and Attorney General—State
_ ¢ . . e : y . . e b1

Instruetion shall be four (4) years from the second Monday of
January next after their election. The said officers shall be
eligible to immediately succeed themselves except as otherwise
provided in this section.

B. Z*+ No person shall be eligible to serve as Governor for a
period of time in excess of eight (8) years. Such years need not be
consecutive. Any years served by a person serving as Governor for

less than a full term to fill a wvacancy in such office shall not be

included in the eight-year limitation set forth herein.
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C. No person shall be eligible to serve as Lieutenant Governor+

State—Auditor—andInspeetor; or Attorney General—StateTreasurer
Commissioner of Loboror Superintendentof Publie Instruetion for a

period of time in excess of eight (8) years. Such years need not be
consecutive. Any years served by a person elected or appointed to

serve less than a full term to fill a vacancy in any such office

shall not be included in the limitations set forth herein. 2Any

D. The Legislature is hereby authorized to enact laws to

implement the provisions of subsections B and C of this section.

Section 23. A-—There shall -beelected by the gualtified
efficer of the Insurance Pepartment—whoshall be styled the
L ded T ] c £ ] . .
] 1 shall , : , £ o , , £ o e
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office—of the first Covernoreleeted- The Insurance Commissioner
shall be at least twenty-five (25) years of age and well versed in

insurance matters.

Section 15. A~ A Corporation Commission is hereby created, to

be composed of three persons, who shall be eleeted by thepeople—at
1 e . e E Egs , S thed £ oEEs
hall 1 . 6) . e . {4 office &l
£ hall £417 : : . 1
] 1 ] Lon i holl ] , £113
ouvt—any—unexpired—term appointed by the Governor by and with the

consent of the Senate for a term of four (4) years to run

concurrently with the term of the Governor.
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. Y tment M " R, horized

Section 16. The qualifications of sueh commissioners members of

the Corporation Commission shall be as follows: To be resident

citizens of this State for over two years next preceding £hke

eleetion their appointment, and qualified voters under the

Constitution and laws, and not less than thirty years of ages+—mer

shall sueh commissioners—or either of them. No person appointed

as a member of the Corporation Commission shall be, directly or

indirectly, interested in any railroad, street railway, traction
line, canal, steam boat, pipe line, car line, sleeping car line, car
association, express line, telephone or telegraph line, operated for
hire, in this State, or out of it, or any stock, bond, mortgage,
security, or earnings of any such railroad, street railway, traction

line, canal, steam boat, pipe line, car line, sleeping car line, car
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association, express line, telephone or telegraph line, compress or
elevator companies+—and—3+£f. If such Commissioner shall voluntarily
become so interested, his the office shall become vacant+—and—3£.
If any Corporation Commissioner shall become so interested otherwise
than voluntarily, he or she shall, within a reasonable time, divest

himself or herself of such interest; and failing to do this, kis the

office shall become vacant. Nor shall any such commissioner hold
any other office under the government of the United States, or of
this State, or any other state government, and shall not, while such
Commissioner, engage in any occupation or business inconsistent with
his duties as such commissioner.

SECTION 2. The Ballot Title for the proposed Constitutional
amendment as set forth in SECTION 1 of this act shall be in the
following form:

BALLOT TITLE
Legislative Referendum No. State Question No.
THE GIST OF THE PROPOSITION IS AS FOLLOWS:

This measure amends several sections of the state Constitution.

Under current law, there are 11 statewide elective offices.

This measure would make 8 of these appointed by the Governor.

The Governor, Lieutenant Governor and Attorney General would

still be elected. The offices that would be changed are the

State Auditor and Inspector, State Treasurer, Superintendent of

Public Instruction, Commissioner of Labor, Commissioner of
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Insurance and three Corporation Commissioners. The Governor
would have to have the advice and consent of the Senate. The
persons appointed would serve for a term of four years. The
term would be the same as the Governor’s term.

SHALL THE PROPOSAL BE APPROVED?

FOR THE PROPOSAL — YES

AGAINST THE PROPOSAL — NO

SECTION 3. The President Pro Tempore of the Senate shall,
immediately after the passage of this act, prepare and file one copy
thereof, including the Ballot Title set forth in SECTION 2 hereof,
with the Secretary of State and one copy with the Attorney General.

COMMITTEE REPORT BY: COMMITTEE ON RULES, dated 2-23-11 - DO PASS, As
Amended and Coauthored.
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