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MEASURE: 2nd CCS for HB 1734 
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SUBJECT: Department of Human Services (DHS) Audit Recommendations 
 
PROVISIONS: Section 1.  Amendatory.  Exempts children’s shelters operated by DHS and 

certified by the Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth (OCCY) from 
licensure by the department.. 

 
 Section 2.  Amendatory.  Directs OCCY to establish a system of certification 

for the shelters operated by DHS. 
 
 Section 3.  Amendatory.  Modifies definitions used in the Oklahoma 

Children’s Code.  Defines “risk” as the likelihood that an incident of child 
abuse or neglect will occur in the future and defines “safety threat” to mean 
the threat of serious harm due to child abuse or neglect occurring in the 
present or in the very near future and without the intervention of another 
person, a child would likely sustain severe or permanent disability or injury.   

 
 Section 4.  Amendatory.  Requires the department to conduct a safety 

analysis of a child in response to a report of abuse or neglect. 
 
 Section 5.  Amendatory.  Establishes “imminent safety threat” as the 

threshold for removing a child from his or her home due to abuse or neglect.  
Directs the department by January 1, 2010, in cooperation with law 
enforcement and the district courts, to develop and implement a system of 
joint response that will allow the department to perform a safety evaluation 
when a child is taken into protective custody by law enforcement.  Also 
provides that when the department has determined that a significant risk of 
abuse or neglect exists, but there is not an imminent safety threat, that the 
department may recommend a court-supervised and department-monitored 
in-home placement pending adjudication of the deprived petition. 

 
 Section 6.  Amendatory.  Provides that an affidavit prepared by DHS may be 

evidence of additional efforts to locate a parent or legal guardian of a child 
for purposes of an adjudication hearing. 

 
 Section 7.  Amendatory.  Requires the department to establish a Passport 

Program for children in the custody of the department that includes readily-
accessible information about the child’s health, behavioral health and 
educational history.  Directs the Oklahoma Health Care Authority, 



Department of Education and the Department of Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse Services to cooperate in the development of the Passport. 

 
 Section 8.  Amendatory.  Requires that the department attempt to place a 

child who is in the department’s custody in a kinship care home or other 
foster care home prior to placing the child in a group home or shelter. 

 
 Section 9.  Amendatory.  Requires DHS to implement a plan to transition the 

use of shelters from a placement for children into an alternative purpose to be 
determined by the department.  Provides that, as an alternative to shelters, the 
department utilize kinship and emergency foster homes so that no more than 
25 children are in a shelter. 

 
 Section 10.  Amendatory.  Directs the department to establish a statewide 

centralized hotline for the reporting of child abuse and neglect; requires DHS 
to provide training for employees who will staff the hotline and requires the 
development of a system to track calls received.  Provides that  reports of 
abuse or neglect made to a county office be immediately referred to the 
hotline.  

 
 Section 11.  Amendatory.  Clarifies that a health care provider may release 

medical records to law enforcement. 
 
 Section 12.  Amendatory.  Deletes certain procedures for obtaining a criminal 

history records search of an individual with whom a child may be placed. 
 
 Section 13.  Amendatory.  Requires the department to visit with each foster 

child, or if an infant, observed,  privately at least one time per quarter. 
 
 Section 14.  New Law.  Establishes procedures for obtaining state and federal 

criminal history records searches of individuals in a home where a child may 
be placed. 

 
 Section 15.  New Law.  Directs DHS to implement a plan of reorganization 

of Tulsa and Oklahoma county offices. 
 
 Section 16.  New Law.  Directs the department to establish a formal 

curriculum of training for workers. 
 
 Section 17.  New Law.  Requires the department to conduct an area-level 

needs assessment annually to determine the needs of the families and children 
within that area and directs DHS to increase the number and types of in-home 
services available, based upon the needs assessment. 

 



 Section 18.  New Law.  States that it is the intent of the Legislature to 
provide a consistent means of funding performance-based salary increases for 
workers. 

 
 Section 19.  New Law.  Requires the department to experiment with different 

staff recruitment techniques. 
 
 Section 20.  New Law.  States that it is the intent of the Legislature to 

provide foster families an increase in the daily reimbursement rate, to provide 
a clothing allowance each time a child is placed in a foster home, and to 
provide travel reimbursement based on the requirements of a child’s service 
plan. 

 
 Section 21.  New Law.  Directs the department to develop, where feasible, an 

agency-wide process for conducting background checks, fingerprinting and 
for processing applications for service providers. 

 
 Section 22.  New Law.  Creates the Children’s Services Oversight 

Committee for the purpose of monitoring the implementation of the 
provisions of this act and other audit recommendations. 

 
 Section 23.  New Law.  Requires DHS to provide a biannual status report to 

the Children’s Services Oversight Committee regarding the implementation 
of the recommendations. 

 
 Section 24.  Amendatory.  Authorizes group homes to be established as a part 

of the juvenile bureau of the court. 
 
 Section 23.  Effective date:  July 1, 2009. 
 
 Section 24.  Emergency clause. 
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