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 STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
 

1st Session of the 52nd Legislature (2009) 
 
HOUSE BILL 1879 By: Hickman 
 
 
 
 
 

AS INTRODUCED 
 

An Act relating to labor; amending 40 O.S. 2001, 
Section 2-203, as last amended by Section 1, Chapter 
177, O.S.L. 2003 (40 O.S. Supp. 2008, Section 2-203), 
which relates to the Employment Security Act of 1980; 
requiring a drug test as a condition of eligibility 
for unemployment benefits; providing that certain 
persons are ineligible for benefits; providing for 
the promulgation of rules; and providing an effective 
date. 

 
 
 
 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     AMENDATORY     40 O.S. 2001, Section 2-203, as 

last amended by Section 1, Chapter 177, O.S.L. 2003 (40 O.S. Supp. 

2008, Section 2-203), is amended to read as follows: 

Section 2-203.  CLAIM. 

A.  1.  An unemployed individual must shall file an initial 

claim for unemployment benefits by: 

a. calling an Oklahoma Employment Security Commission 

claims representative in a Commission Call Center, by  

b. completing the required forms through the Internet 

Claims service provided by the Commission, or by  
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 c. completing all forms necessary to process an initial 

claim in a local office of the Commission or any 

alternate site designated by the Commission to take 

unemployment benefit claims.   

2.  The Commission may obtain additional information regarding 

an individual's claim through any form of telecommunication, 

writing, or interview.  An unemployed individual must shall file a 

claim in writing or by telecommunication for benefits with respect 

to each week in accordance with such rule as the Commission may 

prescribe. 

B.  An unemployed individual filing an initial claim for 

unemployment benefits shall be tested for illegal drugs through a 

program established by the Commission.  Those persons refusing to 

submit to the drug test, or having a confirmed positive drug test, 

shall not be eligible to receive benefits under the Employment 

Security Act of 1980.  The Commission shall promulgate rules to 

implement the provisions of this section. 

C.  With respect to each week, he or she must an unemployed 

individual shall provide the Commission with a true and correct 

statement of all material facts relating to:  his or her that 

individual’s: 

a. unemployment;,  

b. ability to work;, 

c. availability for work;,  
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 d. activities or conditions which could restrict the 

individual from seeking or accepting full-time 

employment immediately;, 

e. applications for or receipt of workers' compensation 

benefits;, 

f. employment and earnings;, and the 

g. reporting of other income from retirement, pension, 

disability, self-employment, education or training 

allowances. 

C. D.  No claim will shall be allowed or paid unless the 

claimant resides within a state or foreign country with which the 

State of Oklahoma has entered into a reciprocal or cooperative 

arrangement pursuant to Part 7 of Article IV of the Employment 

Security Act of 1980. 

SECTION 2.  This act shall become effective November 1, 2009. 
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