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 STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
 

1st Session of the 52nd Legislature (2009) 
 
HOUSE BILL 1811 By: Shumate 
 
 
 
 
 

AS INTRODUCED 
 

An Act relating to public health and safety; creating 
the Healthy Foods Task Force; providing for 
membership; providing for vacancies; providing for 
designation of cochairs; specifying quorum; 
specifying administrative support; providing for 
travel reimbursement; providing for duties; requiring 
certain report; providing for noncodification; 
providing an effective date; and declaring an 
emergency. 
 

 
 
 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     NEW LAW     A new section of law not to be 

codified in the Oklahoma Statutes reads as follows: 

A.  There is hereby created, to continue until January 1, 2011, 

the “Healthy Foods Task Force”. 

B.  The Task Force shall consist of eleven (11) members: 

1.  The Secretary of the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, 

Food, and Forestry or a designee; 

2.  The Director of the Oklahoma Department of Commerce or a 

designee; 
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 3.  The Director of the Oklahoma Department of Human Services or 

a designee; 

4.  A representative from the Oklahoma Grocers Association; 

5.  A representative from a nonprofit regional food bank 

organization to be appointed by the President Pro Tempore of the 

State Senate; 

6.  A representative from a nonprofit organization committed to 

effective solutions and key policies which affect hunger and poverty 

to be appointed by the Speaker of the Oklahoma House of 

Representatives; 

7.  A representative from the Oklahoma Farmers’ Market Alliance; 

8.  A representative from the Oklahoma Food Cooperative; 

9.  A representative from the Oklahoma State University–Oklahoma 

City Farmers’ Market; 

10  A member from the Oklahoma House of Representatives to be 

appointed by the Speaker of the Oklahoma House of Representatives; 

and 

11.  A member of the Oklahoma State Senate to be appointed by 

the President Pro Tempore of the State Senate. 

C.  1.  Members shall serve at the pleasure of their appointing 

authorities.  A vacancy on the Task Force shall be filled by the 

appointing authority. 

2.  Appointments to the Task Force shall be made by September 1, 

2009. 
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 3.  The Speaker of the Oklahoma House of Representatives and the 

President Pro Tempore of the State Senate shall each designate a co-

chair from among the members of the Task Force.   

4.  The cochairs shall convene the first meeting of the Task 

Force by October 1, 2009. 

D.  A majority of the members present at a meeting shall 

constitute a quorum to conduct business. 

E.  Members of the Task Force shall receive no compensation for 

their service, but shall receive travel reimbursement as follows: 

1.  Nonlegislative members of the Task Force shall be reimbursed 

by their appointing authorities pursuant to the provisions of the 

State Travel Reimbursement Act; and 

2.  Legislative members of the Task Force shall be reimbursed in 

accordance with the provisions of Section 456 of Title 74 of the 

Oklahoma Statutes. 

F.  Administrative support for the Task Force including, but not 

limited to, personnel necessary to ensure the proper performance of 

the duties and responsibilities of the Task Force shall be provided 

by the staff of the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food, and 

Forestry.  All participating state agencies shall provide for any 

additional administrative support requested by the Task Force. 

G.  The Task Force shall study and make recommendations 

regarding incentives for grocers and farmers markets to locate in 

low income communities. 
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 H.  The Task Force shall issue a report of its recommendations 

to the Legislature and Governor no later than December 1, 2010. 

SECTION 2.  This act shall become effective July 1, 2009. 

SECTION 3.  It being immediately necessary for the preservation 

of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby 

declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and 

be in full force from and after its passage and approval. 
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