10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

STATE OF OKLAHOMA
lst Session of the 52nd Legislature (2009)

HOUSE BILL 1706 By: Derby

AS INTRODUCED

An Act relating to schools; amending 70 0.S. 2001,
Section 1-109, as last amended by Section 1, Chapter
250, 0.S8.L. 2006 (70 O.S. Supp. 2008, Section 1-109),
which relates to length of the school year; changing
calculation of the school year from days to hours;
deleting duplicative language relating to days for
professional meetings; deleting certain references;
deleting authorization for establishing an extended-
day schedule; deleting approval requirement by the
State Board of Education; deleting requirements for a
high school extended-day schedule; amending 70 O.S.
2001, Section 1-110, which relates to the school
month; changing number of school days in a school
month; deleting references to certain number of
school days; clarifying language; deleting
duplicative language; amending 70 0.S. 2001, Section
1-111, as last amended by Section 81, Chapter 5,
0.S.L. 2004 (70 O.S. Supp. 2008, Section 1-111),
which relates to the school day; changing activities
included in a school day; making a school week four
days; allowing school districts to add an additional
day to a school week for certain purposes; requiring
a minimum number of hours per year; deleting
references to an extended-school-day program;
amending 70 O0.S. 2001, Section 1-112, which relates
to school taught on Saturday; changing reference to
certain number of school days to hours; modifying
statutory language; providing an effective date for
certain provisions of the act; stating legislative
intent that teachers be protected from liability;
providing for educator professional liability
insurance for certain personnel; extending coverage
to part-time personnel at cost; requiring the State
Department of Education to administer the educator
professional liability coverage program; requiring a
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competitive process for insurance carriers; providing
for reversion of unused funds; providing for
codification; providing for noncodification; and
providing an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. AMENDATORY 70 O.S. 2001, Section 1-109, as
last amended by Section 1, Chapter 250, 0.S.L. 2006 (70 0.S. Supp.
2008, Section 1-109), is amended to read as follows:

Section 1-109. A. A school year for all public schools in
Oklahoma shall consist of at—Zdeast—ten {10} monthsof four {4)—weeks

not less than one thousand eighty (1,080) hours each year, during

which time school shall actually be in session and instruction

offered fer netless than one hundred eighty {386 days. Five

B. The equivalent of five (5) days may be used for attendance

of professional meetings and teachers may be paid for a length of
term in excess thereof, under conditions hereinafter outlined.
Subject to district board of education policy or collective
bargaining agreement, additional professional leave days may be
granted for individual teachers to attend or participate in
professional meetings, staff development training, or National Board

certification portfolio development as provided for in Section 6-

204.2 of this title. bDuringtwo {2 days—of the additional
: . 14 : ] : . 1 :
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£ . foliod ] ' bt ] holl ]
C. A school district may authorize parent-teacher conferences
to be held during a regular school day. Following such

authorization by the school district, these conferences shall be

counted tewards—a school day—asdefined in Seetion 1311 of this
itle $ included £ ] Jred £ : ;

days—ef as classroom instruction time.

D. A school district may maintain school for less than a full
term only when conditions beyond the control of school authorities
make the maintenance of the term impossible and the State Board of
Education has been apprised and has expressed concurrence in
writing.

' : E I of B4 . Lol blisl . . e

extendeddaysechedule—The eriteriagshall+

Reqg. No. 5431 Page 3




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Reg. No.

5431

Page 4




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

SECTION 2. AMENDATORY 70 0.S. 2001, Section 1-110, is

amended to read as follows:

Section 1-110. A school month shall consist of &wernty—{26) not

less than sixteen (16) school days during which seheel isaetuallty

tauwght classroom instruction or school activities are performed.

Preovided,—that—helidays Holidays, elections, the equivalent of five

(5) days devoted to professional meetings as authorized in Section

1-109 of this title, and other days when school is closed may be

included in the number of days required for a regular school month,

but no holiday or other occasion when school is not in session shall
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be included in the erne—hundred—eighty {3180 daysregquired—to—be
taught—exeeptrnot—toexceedfive {5 —davysmay be—used—for
attendance—of professional meetings school year as defined in

Section 1-109 of this title. Any distriet may pay teachersand

SECTION 3. AMENDATORY 70 O.S. 2001, Section 1-111, as
last amended by Section 81, Chapter 5, 0.S.L. 2004 (70 0.S. Supp.
2008, Section 1-111), is amended to read as follows:

Section 1-111. A. A Except as otherwise provided for by law, a

school day shall consist of not less than six—+46)> eight (8) hours

devoted to sehool aetivities—execept—that o sehool day—feor classroom

instructional time.

B. Except as otherwise provided for by law, a school week shall

consist of not less than four (4) school days devoted to classroom

instructional time. A school may elect to be in session one (1)

additional school day for a total of five (5) school days in a

school week. The additional day shall be devoted to

noninstructional activities. Provided, the total amount of

classroom instruction time shall not be less than one thousand

eighty (1,080) hours per year as required pursuant to Section 1-109

of this title.

C. A school day for a nursery, early childhood education,

kindergarten, extended—dayprogram; and alternative education
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programs shall be as otherwise defined by law or as defined by the

State Board of Education. Execept—for schools operating under an
Sed g hedul  ded £ Lo . 19 of thi

titlte;—mot Not more than one (1) school day shall be counted for
attendance purposes in any twenty-four-hour period.

B~ D. Students absent from school in which they are regularly
enrolled may be considered as being in attendance if the reason for
such absence is to participate in scheduled school activities under
the direction and supervision of a regular member of the faculty or
to participate in a remote internet-based course approved by the
district board of education. The State Board of Education shall
adopt rules to provide for the implementation of remote Internet-
based courses.

€+~ E. Each district board of education shall adopt policies and
procedures that conform to rules for Internet-based courses as
adopted by the State Board. Such policies shall include criteria
for approval of the course, the appropriateness of the course for a
particular student, authorization for full-time students to enroll
in Internet-based courses, and establishing fees or charges. No
district shall be liable for payment of any fees or charges for any
Internet-based course for a student who has not complied with the
district’s policies and procedures. Districts shall require
students enrolled in Internet-based courses to participate in the

Oklahoma School Testing Program Act. Students participating in
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Internet-based courses from a remote site will be responsible for
providing their own equipment and Internet access, unless the
district chooses to provide the equipment. Credit may not be
granted for such courses except upon approval of the State Board of
Education and the district board of education.

B+~ F. The school day for kindergarten may consist of six (6)
hours devoted to school activities.

SECTION 4. AMENDATORY 70 O0.S. 2001, Section 1-112, is
amended to read as follows:

Section 1-112. School taught on Saturday shall not be counted

for attendance purposes in meeting the school-year requirements ef

forsubstituting as set forth in Section 1-109 of this title.

School taught on Saturday may be substituted for regular school days

during which school has been or will be closed—and—-execept—by

permissieon—of upon approval of the State Board of Education.

SECTION 5. NEW LAW A new section of law not to be
codified in the Oklahoma Statutes reads as follows:

The provisions of Sections 1 through 4 of this act shall become
effective beginning with the 2010-2011 school year.

SECTION 6. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified
in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 27-101 of Title 70, unless there

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows:
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A. The Legislature intends that all the teachers in this state
be protected from liability for monetary damages and the cost of
defense of actions resulting from claims made against them arising
out of occurrences in the course of activities in their professional
capacity.

B. Beginning July 1, 2010, educator professional liability
coverage for all certified personnel, as defined in Section 26-103
of Title 70 of the Oklahoma Statutes, who are full-time personnel,
as defined by the State Board of Education, shall be provided by
specific appropriations made by the Legislature.

C. Beginning July 1, 2010, educator professional liability
coverage shall be extended at cost to all certified personnel, as
defined by Section 26-103 of Title 70 of the Oklahoma Statutes, who
are part-time personnel, as defined by the Board, and choose to
participate in the state-provided program.

D. The State Department of Education shall administer the
educator professional liability coverage program. The insurance
carrier providing any portion of educator professional liability
coverage under the program which is procured with state funds shall
be selected by a competitive process. Any amount of the
appropriation for purchase of liability insurance remaining after
liability insurance is provided shall revert back to the General

Revenue Fund unallocated.
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SECTION 7.

52-1-5431
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This act shall become effective November 1,

KB

01/13/09

20009.
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