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 ENGROSSED SENATE 
BILL NO. 1135  By: Bass and Johnson 

(Constance) of the Senate 
 
   and 
 
  Hilliard of the House 
 
 
 
 
 

[ public health – Task Force on Dining Information and 

Nutritional Education - noncodification – effective 

date –  

 emergency ] 

 
 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     NEW LAW     A new section of law not to be 

codified in the Oklahoma Statutes reads as follows: 

The Legislature finds that: 

1.  Over the past two decades, there has been a significant 

increase in the number of meals prepared or eaten outside the home, 

with an estimated one-third of calories being consumed in, and 

almost one-half of total food dollars being spent on, food purchased 

from or eaten at restaurants and other food facilities; 

2.  Increased caloric intake is a key factor contributing to the 

alarming increase in obesity in the United States.  According to the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, two-thirds of American 
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 adults are overweight or obese, and the rates of obesity have 

tripled in children and teens since 1980; 

3.  Obesity increases the risk of diabetes, heart disease, 

stroke, some cancers, and other health problems; 

4.  Broader availability of nutrition information regarding 

foods served at restaurants and other food service establishments 

would allow customers to make more informed decisions about the food 

they purchase; 

5.  Three-quarters of American adults report using food labels 

on packaged foods, which are required by the federal Nutrition 

Labeling and Education Act of 1990; 

6.  Availability of nutrition information regarding restaurant 

food assists consumers who are monitoring their diets or dealing 

with chronic diseases, such as cardiovascular disease and diabetes; 

7.  Consumers should be provided with point-of-purchase access 

to nutritional information when eating out in order to make informed 

decisions involving their health and diet; and 

8.  It is the intent of the Legislature to provide consumers 

with better access to nutritional information about prepared foods 

sold at food facilities so that consumers can understand the 

nutritional value of available foods. 

SECTION 2.     NEW LAW     A new section of law not to be 

codified in the Oklahoma Statutes reads as follows: 
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 A.  There is hereby created until November 30, 2009 the Task 

Force on Dining Information and Nutritional Education.  The task 

force shall: 

1.  Examine the feasibility of providing nutritional information 

to consumers in restaurants that is not otherwise required by 

current Food and Drug Administration regulations; 

2.  As appropriate, hear testimony from industry experts and key 

leaders concerned with this issue, including, but not limited to, 

state public health officials, health organizations, food industry 

representatives, restaurant vendors and suppliers, and 

representatives from other states or municipalities that have 

instituted policies requiring disclosure of nutritional information; 

3.  Exercise due diligence when evaluating potential 

alternatives to disclosing nutritional information to avoid any 

unintended health consequences; and 

4.  Recommend any actions or legislation which the task force 

deems necessary or appropriate. 

B.  The task force shall be composed of fifteen (15) members as 

follows: 

1.  Eight members appointed by President Pro Tempore as follows: 

a. two members of the Senate, one of whom shall be the 

Chair of the Senate Health and Human Services 

Committee and one of whom shall be a member of the 

minority party, 
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 b. one member representing an association that advocates 

for the prevention and cure of diabetes in the state, 

c. one member representing an association of restaurants 

in the state, 

d. one member representing an association of food and 

nutrition professionals in the state, 

e. one member representing an association of nurses in 

the state; 

f. one member representing an association that advocates 

for the improvement of the health environment and 

behaviors of children, and 

g. one member at large representing an urban area of the 

state; and 

2.  Seven members appointed by the Speaker as follows: 

a. two members of the House of Representatives, at least 

one of whom shall be a member of the minority party, 

b. one member representing an association that advocates 

for the prevention of heart disease in the state, 

c. one member representing the Oklahoma Turning Point 

Council, 

d. the Commissioner of Health, or designee, 

e. one member representing the Oklahoma Indian Affairs 

Commission, and 
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 f. one member at large representing a rural area of the 

state. 

C.  The members of the task force shall serve at the pleasure of 

the appointing authority. 

D.  The chair and vice-chair of the task force shall be selected 

from among the members. 

E.  A quorum of the task force shall be required in order for 

any final action of the task force. 

F.  The task force shall meet no less than four (4) times. 

G.  Members of the Task Force shall receive no compensation for 

their service, but shall receive travel reimbursement as follows: 

1.  Legislative members of the Task Force shall be reimbursed 

for necessary travel expenses incurred in the performance of their 

duties in accordance with the provisions of Section 456 of Title 74 

of the Oklahoma Statutes; and 

2.  Nonlegislative members of the Task Force shall be reimbursed 

for necessary travel expenses incurred in the performance of their 

duties in accordance with the State Travel Reimbursement Act. 

H.  Staff support for the task force shall be provided by the 

State Department of Health. 

I.  The task force shall report its findings, including any 

legislative recommendations, to the President Pro Tempore of the 

Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the 

Governor by November 30, 2009 
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 SECTION 3.  This act shall become effective July 1, 2009. 

SECTION 4.  It being immediately necessary for the preservation 

of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby 

declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and 

be in full force from and after its passage and approval. 

Passed the Senate the 9th day of March, 2009. 

 
 

  
Presiding Officer of the Senate 

 
 

Passed the House of Representatives the ____ day of __________, 

2009. 

 
 

  
Presiding Officer of the House 

 of Representatives 
 


