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STATE OF OKLAHOMA
lst Session of the 51st Legislature (2007)

SENATE BILL 998 By: Rice

AS INTRODUCED

An Act relating to state government; creating the
Oklahoma Jobs, Trade and Democracy Act; providing
short title; defining terms; creating the Citizen
Trade Policy Commission; stating purpose; providing
for membership, appointment, qualifications, terms,
officers, rules, meetings and reimbursement for the
Commission; providing for powers and duties of the
Commission; providing for certain meeting space and
staff; providing for certain evaluation and
recommendation by the Commission; providing for
codification; and providing an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified
in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 5086.20 of Title 74, unless
there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows:

This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Oklahoma Jobs,
Trade and Democracy Act”.

SECTION 2. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified
in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 5086.21 of Title 74, unless
there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows:

As used in the Oklahoma Jobs, Trade and Democracy Act:
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1. "Commission" means the Citizen Trade Policy Commission; and

2. "Trade agreement" means any agreement reached between the
United States Government and any other country, countries or other
international political entity or entities that proposes to regulate
trade among the parties to the agreement. Trade agreement includes,
but is not limited to, the North American Free Trade Agreement,
agreements with the World Trade Organization and the proposed Free
Trade Area of the Americas.

SECTION 3. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified
in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 5086.22 of Title 74, unless
there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows:

There is hereby created the Citizen Trade Policy Commission.

The purpose of the Commission is to:

1. Assess and monitor the legal and economic impacts of trade
agreements on state and local laws, working conditions and the
business environment;

2. Provide a mechanism for citizens and legislators to voice
their concerns and recommendations; and

3. Make policy recommendations designed to protect the jobs,
business environment and laws in this state from any negative impact
of trade agreements.

SECTION 4. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified
in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 5086.23 of Title 74, unless

there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows:
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A. The Commission shall consist of twenty-two (22) members:
1. The following seventeen members shall be voting members:

a. three members of the Senate representing at least two
political parties, to be appointed by the President
Pro Tempore of the Senate,

b. three members of the House of Representatives
representing at least two political parties, to be
appointed by the Speaker of the House,

C. the Attorney General, or a designee,

d. four members of the public, appointed by the Governor

as follows:

(1) a person from a small business,
(2) a person from a small farming business,
(3) a representative of a nonprofit organization that

promotes fair trade policies, and

(4) a representative of an Oklahoma-based corporation
that is active in international trade,

e. three members of the public appointed by the Speaker

of the House of Representatives as follows:

(1) a health care professional,

(2) a representative of an Oklahoma-based
manufacturing business with twenty-five (25) or

more employees, and
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(3) a representative of an economic development
organization, and
f. three members of the public appointed by the President

Pro Tempore of the Senate as follows:

(1) a person who is active in the organized labor
community,
(2) a member of a nonprofit human rights

organization, and
(3) a member of a nonprofit environmental
organization.
In making appointments of members of the public, the appointing
authorities shall make every effort to appoint representatives of
generally recognized and organized constituencies of the interest

groups mentioned in paragraphs 4, 5 and 6 of this section.

2. The following five members shall be nonvoting members:
a. the Commissioner of Labor or a designee,
b. the Secretary of Commerce and Tourism or a designee,
C. the Secretary of Environment or a designee,
d. the Secretary of Agriculture or a designee, and
e. the Secretary of Human Services or a designee.
B. 1. Except for legislators, agency or department heads and

the Attorney General, who serve terms coincident with their elective
or appointed terms, all members are appointed for three-year terms.

A vacancy must be filled by the same appointing authority that made
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the original appointment. Appointed members may not serve more than
two terms. Members may continue to serve until their replacements
are designated. A member may designate an alternate to serve on a
temporary basis.

2. The appointing authorities for the original appointments of
public members of the Citizen Trade Policy Commission shall
designate their first appointment for a one-year term, their second
appointment for a two-year term and any other appointments for a
three-year term. An initial term of one (1) or two (2) years may
not be considered a full term for purposes of limiting the number of
terms for which a member may serve.

C. The first-named Senate member and the first-named House of
Representatives member shall be cochairs of the Commission. The
Commission shall appoint other officers as necessary and make rules
for orderly procedure. The Commission shall meet at least twice
annually and at such other times as deemed necessary by the
cochairs.

D. 1. Legislative members of the Commission shall be
reimbursed for their necessary travel expenses incurred in the
performance of their duties in accordance with Section 456 of Title
74 of the Oklahoma Statutes;

2. DNonlegislative members of the Committee shall be reimbursed

by their respective appointing authorities for their necessary
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travel expenses incurred in the performance of their duties in
accordance with the State Travel Reimbursement Act; and

3. Members of the Committee who are not otherwise officers or
employees of the state shall be reimbursed by the appointing
authority in accordance with the State Travel Reimbursement Act.

SECTION 5. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified
in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 5086.24 of Title 74, unless
there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows:

The Citizen Trade Policy Commission shall have the following
powers and duties:

1. Hear public testimony and recommendations from the people of
this state and qualified experts when appropriate at no fewer than
two locations throughout the state each year on the actual and
potential social, environmental, economic and legal impacts of
international trade agreements and negotiations on this state;

2. Conduct an annual assessment of the impacts of international
trade agreements on the laws of this state, municipal laws, working
conditions and business environment;

3. Maintain active communications with and submit an annual
report to the Governor, the Legislature, the Attorney General,
municipalities, Oklahoma’s congressional delegation, the Department
of Labor, the United States Trade Representative's Office, the
National Conference of State Legislatures and the National

Association of Attorneys General or the successor organization of
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any of these groups. The Commission shall make the report easily
accessible to the public by way of a publicly accessible site on the
Internet maintained by the state. The report must contain
information acquired pursuant to activities under paragraphs 1 and 2
of this section;

4. Maintain active communications with any entity the
Commission determines appropriate regarding ongoing developments in
international trade agreements and policy;

5. Recommend or submit legislation to the Legislature as deemed
appropriate;

6. Recommend that the state support, or withhold its support
from, future trade negotiations or agreements as deemed appropriate;
and

7. Examine any aspects of international trade, international
economic integration and trade agreements that the members of the
Commission consider appropriate.

SECTION 6. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified
in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 5086.25 of Title 74, unless
there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows:

A. The Oklahoma Department of Commerce shall provide the
necessary meeting space and staff support for the operation of the
Commission. After one year, the Commission shall assess the need for

and qualifications of a permanent staff person. If the Commission
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determines
funds from

B. By
evaluation

whether to

that it requires such a person, it may request additional
the Legislature.

December 31, 2010, the Commission shall conduct an

of its activities and recommend to the Legislature

continue, alter or cease the activities of the Citizen

Trade Policy Commission.

SECTION 7. This act shall become effective November 1, 2007.

51-1-903 LKS 11/3/2007 7:21:31 AM
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