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 STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
 

1st Session of the 51st Legislature (2007) 
 

SENATE BILL 986 By: Barrington 
 
 
 
 
 

AS INTRODUCED 
 

An Act relating to public safety; directing 
Department of Public Safety to contract for certain 
study; directing study priorities and duties; 
exempting Department from certain requirements; 
providing date for results of study; providing for 
codification; and declaring an emergency. 
 
 
 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 2-124.2 of Title 47, unless 

there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

The Department of Public Safety shall contract for the 

evaluation, analysis, and planning as reasonably necessary to aid in 

the determination of recommendations for this state's development 

and management of a statewide interoperable communication system, 

contingent upon the availability of funding for such a study.  The 

study shall examine the needs of state agencies and departments in 

achieving interoperable communications on a daily basis and in times 

of emergency.  Determining the feasibility of a single statewide 

communication system capable of supporting state agencies and 
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 departments, as well as local city, county, and tribal entities, 

shall be of highest priority for the study.  The study shall be 

conducted by an entity with no financial interest in communication 

technology.  In addition, the duties of any study performed pursuant 

to this section shall include, but shall not be limited to:  

1.  Examining existing communication systems utilized by state 

agencies, departments, and communities; 

2.  Issuing recommendations for systems capable of facilitating 

the communication objectives set forth in this section, including 

recommendations on the feasibility of implementing a statewide 800 

megahertz system; 

3.  Developing a plan to expand existing 800 megahertz systems 

for statewide coverage and estimated costs for such expansion, 

including, but not limited to, acquisition of tower sites, 

development of tower and core infrastructure, and acquisition of 

radio equipment; 

4.  Determining maintenance costs for existing 800 megahertz 

systems and determining estimated maintenance costs for recommended 

expansions, including, but not limited to, tower rent, data 

connectivity, electricity and vendor maintenance; 

5.  Developing current and future goals for achieving 

compatibility between state departments and agencies either through 

migration to a single 800 megahertz system or through other 

technological options; 
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 6.  Determining technological obstacles, including, but not  

limited to, migration from analog platforms to dual-compatible  

analog/digital platforms to digital platforms; 

7.  Issuing recommendations for the continued management of any  

existing communication systems; 

8.  Developing a timeline and a plan of action for the  

implementation of study findings; and 

9.  Issuing recommendations for the funding of items determined  

by the study. 

The Department shall be exempt from the competitive bidding 

requirements of the Oklahoma Central Purchasing Act for the purpose 

of soliciting, negotiating, and effectuating such a contract.  Any 

study performed shall require the entity performing the study to 

produce the results of such study by December 31, 2007. 

SECTION 2.  It being immediately necessary for the preservation 

of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby 

declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and 

be in full force from and after its passage and approval. 
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