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STATE OF OKLAHOMA
lst Session of the 51st Legislature (2007)

SENATE BILL 933 By: Gumm

AS INTRODUCED

An Act relating to courts; amending 20 0.S. 2001,
Sections 3, 30.18 and 92i, which relate to election
of judges; requiring certain appointment in case of
vacancy; and providing an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. AMENDATORY 20 0.S. 2001, Section 3, 1is
amended to read as follows:

Section 3. A. At the regular biennial election in 1918, a
justice shall be elected for each of said four additional districts,
who shall be nominated by the electors of the district in which he
resides, at the primary election, next preceding such biennial
election. The justice for districts six and nine shall be elected
for a term of six (6) vyears; the justice for district number seven,
for a term of four (4) years, and the justice for district number
eight, for a term of two (2) years, and thereafter, three of the
Justices of the Supreme Court shall be elected at each general

biennial election to serve for a term of six (6) years each, from
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the second Monday in January, succeeding his or her election. The
successors to the existing five justices shall be elected at the
time authorized by existing laws, it not being the purpose of this
act to disturb the terms or districts of such justices.

B. If a vacancy on the Court exists on the date of a general

election and only one candidate has filed for the office, the

Governor shall appoint such candidate to serve out the remaining

term of the wvacant position.

SECTION 2. AMENDATORY 20 0.S. 2001, Section 30.18, is
amended to read as follows:

Section 30.18 A. Each Judge of the Court of Civil Appeals
elected before or after the passage of this act shall, unless
removed for cause, serve out the term for which he or she is elected
and those Judges serving at the date of the passage of this act,
whose office comes under the provision of this act on the date of
the expiration of the term, shall be deemed to have been appointed
as provided herein and eligible to file a declaration of candidacy
to succeed themselves as provided in this act. If retained in
office, the term of each such Judge shall be six (6) years
commencing the second Monday in January following the election.

B. The term and election of each Judge appointed to fill a
vacancy after the passage of this act shall be as follows: If the

appointed Judge has served or will have served twelve (12) months on

or before the next General Election following appointment, he or she
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may file for election for the remainder of the term for which he or
she was appointed, or for a six-year term, whichever is applicable,
within the time and in the manner elected Judges file their
candidacy under this act. If the appointed Judge has not served or
will not have served twelve (12) months on or before the next
General Election following appointment, he or she shall continue in
office until the second General Election following appointment and
may file for election for the remainder of the term or for a six-
year term, whichever is applicable, as herein provided.

C. If a vacancy on the Court exists on the date of a general

election and only one candidate has filed for the office, the

Governor shall appoint such candidate to serve out the remaining

term of the vacant position.

SECTION 3. AMENDATORY 20 0.S. 2001, Section 92i, is
amended to read as follows:

Section 92i. A. To file as a candidate for the office of
district judge or associate district judge, one must have been a
registered voter and actual resident of the appropriate county for
at least six (6) months prior to the first day of the filing period.
Should no one file for any such office, and should a vacancy thereby
created be filled by appointment according to law, there shall be no
such residency or durational registration requirement imposed on the
appointee, providing said appointee is otherwise qualified, nor

shall any person appointed to fill a wvacancy in the office of
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district judge or associate district judge be required to comply
with such residency or durational registration requirement in
becoming a candidate for a full term following such appointment. No
one who has been removed from judicial office or who has resigned
from office pending disciplinary proceedings shall qualify to file
as a candidate for judicial office.

B. If a vacancy exists for the office of district judge or

associate district judge on the date of a general election and only

one candidate has filed for the office, the Governor shall appoint

such candidate to serve out the remaining term of the vacant

position.

SECTION 4. This act shall become effective November 1, 2007.
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