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 STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
 

1st Session of the 51st Legislature (2007) 
 

SENATE BILL 921 By: Jolley 
 
 
 
 
 

AS INTRODUCED 
 

An Act relating to schools; creating the Achieving 
Classroom Excellence II Task Force; stating issues 
that task force shall study; providing for 
membership, appointment, election of chair, quorum, 
staff support, and travel reimbursement; requiring 
compliance with Oklahoma Open Meeting Act and 
Oklahoma Open Records Act; directing task force to 
submit report of findings and recommendations by 
certain deadline; providing for noncodification; 
providing an effective date; and declaring an 
emergency. 
 
 
 
 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     NEW LAW     A new section of law not to be 

codified in the Oklahoma Statutes reads as follows: 

A.  There is hereby created to continue until December 31, 2007, 

the Achieving Classroom Excellence II Task Force.  The task force 

shall study the following issues: 

1.  Comparison of the Priority Academic Student Skills with 

other states’ curricular standards, primarily states that score 

highest on the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP); 
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 2.  Alignment of the Priority Academic Student Skills with the 

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) standards; 

3.  Feasibility of realigning the state performance level 

standards to NAEP performance level standards; 

4.  Differences in achievement levels among states based on 

exclusion rates on the NAEP; 

5.  Feasibility of aligning the cut scores on state-mandated 

tests to NAEP cut scores; 

6.  Concurrent course enrollment policies for granting of both 

college and high school course credit; 

7.  Feasibility of charging tuition for college remediation 

coursework to the independent district from which the student 

graduated and determining the cost to the state for each college 

remediation course in which a student enrolls; 

8.  Feasibility of providing bonuses to districts in which 

students have low college remediation rates and high Advanced 

Placement test pass rates; 

9.  Feasibility of providing merit pay to teachers whose 

students do not enroll in college remediation courses; 

10.  The degree to which collective bargaining agreements affect 

the structure and operation of local schools in Oklahoma; and 

11.  The feasibility of tying higher teacher salaries to 

nonunion collective bargaining agreements and the possibility of 
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 providing freedom from restrictions or other means to free up funds 

to be used for teacher salaries. 

B.  The Achieving Classroom Excellence II Task Force shall 

consist of seven (7) members who shall be selected from among public 

and private school educators and members of the business community, 

but shall not include any elected officials, appointed by: 

1.  The Governor; 

2.  The President Pro Tempore of the Senate; 

3.  The Co-President Pro Tempore of the Senate; 

4.  The Speaker of the House of Representatives; 

5.  The Minority Leader of the House of Representatives; 

6.  Agreement of the Co-Chairs of the Senate Education 

Committee; and 

7.  The Chair of the House Education Committee. 

C.  Appointments to the task force shall be made by August 31, 

2007.  The member appointed by the Governor shall convene the first 

meeting of the task force by September 30, 2007.  Members of the 

task force shall elect a chair from among the membership.  A 

majority of the members of the task force shall constitute a quorum 

to transact business, but no vacancy shall impair the right of the 

remaining members to exercise all of the powers of the task force. 

D.  Staff support for the task force shall be provided by the 

Senate and House of Representatives. 
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 E.  Members of the Achieving Classroom Excellence II Task Force 

shall receive no compensation for serving on the task force, but 

shall be reimbursed by their respective appointing authorities for 

their necessary travel expenses incurred in the performance of their 

duties in accordance with the State Travel Reimbursement Act. 

F.  The proceedings of all meetings of the task force shall 

comply with the provisions of the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act and the 

Oklahoma Open Records Act. 

G.  The task force shall study the subject matter specified in 

subsection A of this section and submit a report of findings and 

recommendations to the Governor and Legislature by December 31, 

2007. 

SECTION 2.  This act shall become effective July 1, 2007. 

SECTION 3.  It being immediately necessary for the preservation 

of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby 

declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and 

be in full force from and after its passage and approval. 
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