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STATE OF OKLAHOMA
lst Session of the 51st Legislature (2007)

SENATE BILL 818 By: Johnson (Constance)

AS INTRODUCED

An Act relating to corrections; authorizing the
Department of Corrections to house certain inmates in
certain facilities with their children; requiring
consent by certain persons; directing the Department
of Corrections to provide for health and welfare of
certain children; granting certain immunity from
liability; and providing an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified
in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 561.4 of Title 57, unless there
is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows:

A. The Department of Corrections is authorized to provide for
the housing of female inmates in residential treatment facilities
other than those operated by the Department when:

1. The inmate is otherwise eligible for halfway house or
community corrections placement;

2. The inmate has an identified need for substance abuse

treatment or follow-up treatment; and

Reg. No. 1503 Page 1




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

3. The inmate is pregnant or has a child or children less than
eight (8) years of age who will reside with the inmate upon release
from incarceration.

B. The Department shall have authority to house eligible
children with their incarcerated mother, upon the voluntary consent
of the inmate mother, and after a properly executed consent form has
been signed by the custodial parent, legal guardian or other
authority having legal custody and control of such child. The
Department shall provide for the health and welfare of each child
housed with his or her incarcerated mother and shall collaborate
with relevant state agencies and child advocacy agencies to meet the
basic needs, including, but not limited to: food, shelter, clothing,
education, medical care, and other child or mental health services
necessary for the health and welfare of such children

C. The state, its political subdivisions, and agencies, and all
the officers, agents, servants and employees of the state, its
political subdivisions, and agencies, are immune from liability for
housing children with their incarcerated mothers unless an act
constitutes gross neglect of a duty to provide basic needs for a
child, and in no event shall the state, its political subdivisions,
or agencies be held liable for any action taken pursuant to this
section.

SECTION 2. This act shall become effective November 1, 2007.
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