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 STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
 

1st Session of the 51st Legislature (2007) 
 

SENATE BILL 648 By: Garrison 
 
 
 
 
 

AS INTRODUCED 
 

An Act relating to schools; creating the Oklahoma 
Instructional Materials Accessibility Act; providing 
for compliance with federal law pertaining to 
instructional materials for persons with blindness 
and other print disabilities; providing for state 
adoption of national accessibility standard; 
requiring State Department of Education to coordinate 
with national repository for electronic files of 
instructional materials; directing State Board of 
Education to promulgate certain rules; requiring 
designation of certain entities eligible to obtain 
electronic files of instructional materials; 
establishing the Accessible Learning Materials 
Coordinating Council and providing for purpose and 
membership; providing for election of officers, staff 
support and travel reimbursement; requiring 
compliance with Oklahoma Open Meetings Act and 
Oklahoma Open Records Act; amending 70 O.S. 2001, 
Section 16-106, as amended by Section 1, Chapter 238, 
O.S.L. 2004 (70 O.S. Supp. 2006, Section 16-106), 
which relates to the State Textbook Committee; 
modifying certain requirements for publishers to 
furnish instructional materials in certain format; 
requiring publishers to deposit certain versions of 
instructional materials with certain center and 
ensure certain compliance; providing for 
codification; providing an effective date; and 
declaring an emergency. 
 
 
 
 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 
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 SECTION 1.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 13-116 of Title 70, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  This act shall be known as the “Oklahoma Instructional 

Materials Accessibility Act”. 

B.  In order to assure equal access to learning for blind 

students and other students with print disabilities, the State of 

Oklahoma shall comply with 20 USC 1412(a)(23) and 1474(e) which are 

provisions of the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education 

Improvements Act of 2004 that establish a national system to 

increase the availability and timely provision of instructional 

materials in accessible formats including, but not limited to, 

Braille, large print, audio and electronic text files. 

C.  The State of Oklahoma hereby adopts the National 

Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard (NIMAS) established 

by the U.S. Department of Education. 

D.  The State Department of Education shall coordinate with the 

National Instructional Materials Access Center (NIMAC) which serves 

as a national repository of instructional materials in the 

electronic file format prescribed by the NIMAS. 

E.  The State Board of Education shall promulgate rules as 

necessary to establish and implement Oklahoma’s plan for meeting the 

requirements of 20 USC 1412(a)(23) and 1474(e) and federal 

regulations issued pursuant to these sections.  The plan shall 
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 assure that public school students with blindness and other print 

disabilities receive accessible instructional materials at the same 

time as other students receive materials in standard print. 

F.  The Oklahoma School for the Blind and the Accessible 

Instructional Materials Center of the Oklahoma Library for the Blind 

and Physically Handicapped within the Oklahoma Department of 

Rehabilitation Services shall be among the entities designated by 

the State Department of Education as eligible to request electronic 

files of instructional materials from the National Instructional 

Materials Access Center. 

G.  There is hereby created, to continue until July 1, 2013, in 

accordance with the Oklahoma Sunset Law, the Accessible Learning 

Materials Coordinating Council whose purposes shall be to: 

1.  Facilitate collaboration among entities with 

responsibilities associated with the procurement or use of 

accessible instructional materials; 

2.  Advise the State Department of Education regarding the 

development and implementation of Oklahoma’s system for assuring 

students have timely access to accessible instructional materials; 

and 

3.  Recommend a procedure to review and monitor the 

effectiveness of Oklahoma’s system for provision of accessible 

instructional materials. 
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 H.  Membership of the Accessible Learning Materials Coordinating 

Council shall be appointed by the State Superintendent of Public 

Instruction within sixty (60) days following the effective date of 

this act and shall include, but not be limited to: 

1.  The Superintendent of the Oklahoma School for the Blind, or 

designee; 

2.  The Director of the Oklahoma Department of Rehabilitation 

Services, or designee; 

3.  The Assistant State Superintendent for Special Education, or 

designee; 

4.  The Director of the Accessible Instructional Materials 

Center of the Oklahoma Library for the Blind and Physically 

Handicapped, or designee; 

5.  The Director of the state’s assistive technology agency 

under the federal Assistive Technology Act of 1998 as amended 

(Public Law 108-364); 

6.  A representative of administrators and professionals in the 

field of Special Education; 

7.  A teacher of students with visual and other print 

disabilities; 

8.  A parent of a student with a print disability; 

9.  A representative of assistive educational technology 

entities; 

10.  An educational materials publisher; 
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 11.  A representative of rehabilitation services for individuals 

with visual and print disabilities; 

12.  A representative of advocacy or professional organizations 

associated with visual impairment and other print disabilities; 

13.  The Director of Instructional Materials for the State 

Department of Education; and 

14.  An outreach coordinator who consults with schools regarding 

the educational needs of students with visual disabilities to be 

designated by the Superintendent of the Oklahoma School for the 

Blind. 

I.  The State Superintendent of Public Instruction shall call 

the first meeting of the Council no later than ninety (90) days 

following the effective date of this act, and shall designate a 

member to serve as chair pending the Council’s election of officers. 

J.  The Council shall elect from among its members a chair and 

vice-chair and shall set the terms of office for officers. 

K.  The State Department of Education shall provide such staff 

support as is required by the Council. 

L.  Members of the Accessible Learning Materials Coordinating 

Council shall receive no compensation for their service but shall 

receive travel reimbursement as follows: 

1.  Members of the Council employed by a state agency or entity, 

shall be reimbursed by their respective agencies for necessary 
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 travel expenses incurred in the performance of their duties in 

accordance with the State Travel Reimbursement Act; and 

2.  Members of the Council not employed by a state agency shall 

be reimbursed by the State Department of Education for necessary 

travel expenses incurred in the performance of their duties in 

accordance with the State Travel Reimbursement Act. 

M.  The proceedings of all meetings of the Council shall comply 

with the provisions of the Oklahoma Open Meetings Act and the 

Oklahoma Open Records Act. 

SECTION 2.     AMENDATORY     70 O.S. 2001, Section 16-106, as 

amended by Section 1, Chapter 238, O.S.L. 2004 (70 O.S. Supp. 2006, 

Section 16-106), is amended to read as follows: 

Section 16-106.  A.  All contracts with publishers shall be 

signed by the chairperson and secretary of the State Textbook 

Committee on behalf of the state.  Each contract shall stipulate the 

price at which each textbook will be sold to the State of Oklahoma, 

and that all copies supplied to the State of Oklahoma will be equal 

to or better than the official copy filed with the secretary of the 

Committee.  The State Textbook Committee may approve the 

substitution of a later edition in lieu of the textbook originally 

selected.  The publisher shall stipulate in the contract that: 

1.  The price for which the textbook is to be furnished will be 

the lowest at which the same textbook will be sold or offered for 

sale for the purpose of securing a state or local selection or 
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 adoption elsewhere in the United States during the six (6) months 

prior to the date of the execution of the contract; 

2.  It will reduce the contract price of the textbook, if the 

price of the same textbook is reduced below such contract price 

elsewhere in the United States, and it will file with the secretary 

of the Committee a sworn statement of such reduction made elsewhere; 

3.  If it prepares any supplementary or abridged or special 

editions of any of the textbooks, and shall sell such editions 

elsewhere at a lower price than that stipulated in the contract, it 

will file copies of any and all such editions, together with the 

prices thereof, with the secretary of the Committee; 

4.  It has not entered into any understanding, agreement or 

combination to control the prices or restrict competition in the 

sale of textbooks; 

5.  It will furnish the textbooks to the State of Oklahoma 

during the term of the contract in such amounts as may be required; 

and 

6.  It will furnish for a like period in lieu of the 

corresponding textbooks under contract any other books listed in any 

annual statement subsequently filed by it during the term of the 

contract to any school district at the lowest new prices contained 

in such statement, and it will maintain said prices uniformly 

through the state. 
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 B.  Textbooks selected by the State Textbook Committee may be 

purchased by school districts at the prices for which contracts have 

been awarded, pending the effective dates of the contracts. 

C.  The chairperson and secretary of the State Textbook 

Committee, on the advice and consent of the attorney for the State 

Department of Education, may, with the consent of the holders of 

state textbook contracts, change any contract to conform with the 

provisions of Section 16-102 of this title. 

D.  As requested by a school district or the Oklahoma School for 

the Blind, all All publishers who enter into contracts with the 

State Textbook Committee shall be required to furnish the Committee 

with electronic files in a file format from which Braille and other 

accessible versions of the instructional materials can be produced  

The file format in which electronic instructional materials files 

are provided to the Committee shall be in a format prescribed by 

federal law or regulations promulgated by the United States 

Department of Education which requires national standards for 

electronic files to be used for production of accessible 

instructional materials.  In the absence of a federal law or 

regulation establishing a national standard, a file format standard 

shall be prescribed by the State Department of Rehabilitation 

Services deposit electronic versions of their state-adopted 

instructional materials with the National Instructional Materials 

Access Center (NIMAC) at a time and in a manner prescribed by the 
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 State Department of Education.  Electronic versions of instructional 

materials deposited with the NIMAC shall comply with the National 

Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard (NIMAS) as adopted by 

regulations of the United States Department of Education. 

SECTION 3.  This act shall become effective July 1, 2007. 

SECTION 4.  It being immediately necessary for the preservation 

of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby 

declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and 

be in full force from and after its passage and approval. 
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