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 STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
 

1st Session of the 51st Legislature (2007) 
 

SENATE BILL 627 By: Sweeden 
 
 
 
 
 

AS INTRODUCED 
 

An Act relating to state government; creating the 
Government Efficiency Hotline Act; providing short 
title; stating purpose of act; providing definitions; 
authorizing creation of toll-free hotline telephone 
number for certain purpose; making such reports 
confidential; authorizing the reporting of certain 
information to certain parties; providing immunity to 
persons making certain reports; prohibiting 
retaliation against any person reporting certain 
information; providing for noncodification; providing 
for codification; and providing an effective date. 
 
 
 
 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 10a of Title 74, unless there is 

created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Government 

Efficiency Hotline Act". 

SECTION 2.     NEW LAW     A new section of law not to be 

codified in the Oklahoma Statutes reads as follows: 

The waste and inefficient use of public funds are ever-present 

problems which are of concern to all citizens of the state and 
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 should be of concern to all elected officials as well.  State 

employees can often be the best persons to identify wasteful and 

inefficient government spending, but may be afraid to report the 

same to superiors out of fear of retaliation.  The purpose of this 

act is to provide a mechanism by which all Oklahoma citizens and 

especially state employees may report in confidence those 

situations, programs, procedures and policies which they believe 

result in the waste, inefficient use and abuse of valuable 

government resources, taxpayer dollars, without fear of retribution 

as well as to provide suggestions for more efficient uses of tax 

dollars. 

SECTION 3.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 10b of Title 74, unless there is 

created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

As used in the Government Efficiency Hotline Act: 

1.  “Waste” means the intentional or unintentional, thoughtless, 

careless or inefficient expenditure, consumption, mismanagement, 

use, or squandering of state resources to the detriment or potential 

detriment of the state.  Waste also includes incurring unnecessary 

costs as a result of inefficient or ineffective practices, systems, 

or controls; and 

2.  “Abuse” means excessive or improper use of a thing, or to 

employ something in a manner contrary to the natural or legal rules 

for its use, intentional destruction, diversion, manipulation, 
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 misapplication, maltreatment, or misuse of state resources, 

extravagant or excessive use as to abuse one’s position or 

authority.  Abuse can occur in financial or nonfinancial settings. 

SECTION 4.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 10c of Title 74, unless there is 

created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  Subject to available funds, the Lieutenant Governor is 

authorized to create and maintain a toll-free hotline telephone 

number for the reporting of government waste, inefficient use and 

abuse which shall be known as the Government Efficiency Hotline. 

B.  The Government Efficiency Hotline shall only be used to 

report instances of illegal conduct, waste or inefficient use of 

funds, abuse of state property or resources, gross mismanagement or 

gross neglect of duty and to provide suggestions for elimination or 

improvement of such instances. 

C.  The identity and telephone numbers of callers to the 

Government Efficiency Hotline shall be confidential and not subject 

to disclosure pursuant to the Oklahoma Open Records Act. 

D.  Any person participating and exercising due care in the 

making of a report pursuant to the provisions of the Government 

Efficiency Hotline Act shall have immunity from any liability, civil 

or criminal, that might otherwise be incurred or imposed.  Any such 

participant shall have the same immunity with respect to 

participating in any judicial proceeding resulting from such report. 
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 E.  No officer or employee of any state agency shall prohibit or 

take disciplinary action against any state employee of such agency, 

whether subject to the provisions of the Merit System or in 

unclassified service for reporting government waste pursuant to the 

provisions of the “Government Efficiency Hotline Act”. 

F.  The Lieutenant Governor may notify the State Auditor and 

Inspector, the Attorney General, the Legislature and any other 

relevant entities of reported government waste as the Lieutenant 

Governor deems appropriate. 

SECTION 4.  This act shall become effective November 1, 2007. 
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