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STATE OF OKLAHOMA
lst Session of the 51st Legislature (2007)

SENATE BILL 550 By: Paddack

AS INTRODUCED

An Act relating to public health and safety;
directing the Center for Health Statistics to expand
certain database; directing the State Department of
Health to function as certain coordinating entity;
authorizing the Center for Health Statistics to
integrate certain data sets; specifying certain data
sets; directing the State Board of Health to
promulgate certain rules; creating the Task Force to
Improve Oklahomans’ Health; setting expiration date;
stating purpose; directing membership; specifying
duty of appointing authority; setting quorum;
directing appointment of cochairs; providing for
staff support; directing travel reimbursement;
allowing legislative recommendations; providing for
codification and providing an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified
in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 1-118a of Title 63, unless there
is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows:

A. The Center for Health Statistics within the State Department
of Health shall expand its health information database to include
health information submitted from all state agencies, including, but

not limited to:
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1. The Oklahoma Health Care Authority;
2. The Department of Human Services;

3. The Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse

Services;
4 . The Insurance Department; and
5. The State Department of Rehabilitation Services.

B. The State Department of Health shall function as a
coordinating entity for studies of state health information and
provide information and support to Oklahoma health policy officials
by:

1. Administering data linkage requests among agencies;

2. Forming collaborative partnerships with agencies and
research groups to carry out special studies and research projects
related to health in Oklahoma;

3. Educating policy makers and other data users about the
availability and appropriate use of information; and

4. Providing technical expertise for the:

a. development and maintenance of a standardized process
for geocoding, and

b. assignment of randomized patient identifiers to reduce
the use of personal identifiers and promote security.

C. The Center for Health Statistics is authorized to integrate
data sets collected pursuant to the provisions of Section 1-118 of

this title and to facilitate access to such integrated data.
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D. Data under subsection C of this section shall include, but
not be limited to:

1. Public health databases;

2. Health care utilization data;

3. Data collected and maintained under the Oklahoma Health Care
Information System Act; and

4. Other data sources supported and maintained with state
funds.

E. The State Board of Health, in collaboration with the
Oklahoma Health Care Authority, the Department of Human Services,
the Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services, the
Insurance Department, the State Department of Rehabilitation
Services, and all other relevant agencies, subcontractors, and
officers, shall promulgate rules necessary to implement the
provisions of this section.

SECTION 2. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified
in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 1-560.2 of Title 63, unless
there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows:

A. There is hereby created, to continue until June 1, 2009, the
Task Force to Improve Oklahomans’ Health.

B. The purpose of the Task Force shall be to:

1. Study and make recommendations to implement the findings of
the Oklahoma Task Force to Eliminate Health Disparities, as created

by Section 1-560.1 of this Title; and
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2. Study and make recommendations to improve the lack of
coverage for preventative measures by third party health insurance
providers.

C. The task force shall consist of thirteen (13) members as
follows:

1. The President Pro Tempore of the Senate shall appoint four

members as follows:

a. One member representing the Senate,

b. One member representing the State Department of
Health,

C. One member representing the Insurance Department, and

d. One member representing the Oklahoma Task Force to

Eliminate Health Disparities;
2. The Speaker of the House of Representatives shall appoint

four members as follows:

a. One member representing the House of Representatives,
b. One member from the State Department of Health,

c. One member from the Insurance Department, and

d. One member from the Oklahoma Task Force to Eliminate

Health Disparities; and
3. The Governor shall appoint five members as follows:
a. One member representing the Department of Mental
Health and Substance Abuse Services,

b. One representing the Department of Human Services,
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C. One member representing the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority,
d. One member representing the State Board of Medical

Licensure and Supervision, and

e. One member representing the State Board of Osteopathic
Examiners.
D. 1. Members shall serve at the pleasure of their appointing

authorities. A vacancy on the Task Force shall be filled by the
original appointing authority.

2. Appointments to the Task Force shall be made upon the
effective date of this act.

3. A majority of the members of the Task Force shall constitute
a quorum. A majority of the members present at a meeting may act
for the Task Force.

4. The members representing the Senate and the House of
Representatives shall serve as cochairs of the Task Force.

5. The cochairs of the Task Force shall convene the meetings of
the Task Force and shall determine the schedule of meetings.

6. Proceedings of all meetings of the Task Force shall comply
with the provisions of the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act.

E. Staff support for the Task Force shall be provided by the
State Department of Health.

F. Members of the Task Force shall receive no compensation for

their service, but shall receive travel reimbursement as follows:
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1. Legislative members of the Task Force shall be reimbursed
for necessary travel expenses incurred in the performance of their
duties in accordance with the provisions of Section 456 of Title 74
of the Oklahoma Statutes; and

2. Nonlegislative members of the Task Force shall be reimbursed
by their appointing authorities or respective agencies for necessary
travel expenses incurred in the performance of their duties in
accordance with the State Travel Reimbursement Act.

G. The Task Force may make recommendations for legislation to
the President Pro Tempore of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, and the Governor as needed.

SECTION 3. This act shall become effective November 1, 2007.

51-1-913 Jc 11/3/2007 12:42:17 AM
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