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STATE OF OKLAHOMA
lst Session of the 51st Legislature (2007)

SENATE BILL 541 By: Barrington

AS INTRODUCED

An Act relating to children; amending 10 O0.S. 2001,
Section 7302-6.2, as amended by Section 3, Chapter
213, 0.S.L. 2003 (10 O.S. Supp. 2006, Section 7302-
6.2), which relates to criminal history records
searches; requiring the Office of Juvenile Affairs to
conduct certain search in specified circumstances;
and providing an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. AMENDATORY 10 0.S. 2001, Section 7302-6.2,

as

amended by Section 3, Chapter 213, 0.S.L. 2003 (10 O0.S. Supp. 2006,

Section 7302-6.2), is amended to read as follows:

Section 7302-6.2 A. The Office of Juvenile Affairs shall
establish and maintain such methods of administration, including
those necessary to establish and maintain a merit system of
personnel administration, and shall promulgate such rules as it
deems necessary for the efficient and effective operation of the
juvenile institutions and facilities operated by the Department.

B. The Executive Director of the Office of Juvenile Affairs

shall employ and fix the duties and compensation of a
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superintendent, and such other personnel as the Executive Director
deems necessary, for each of the juvenile institutions and
facilities operated by the Department of Juvenile Justice. The
Office shall promulgate, and in its hiring and employment practices,
the Office shall adhere to, written minimum gqualifications by
position for personnel working with or around juveniles in said
institutions and facilities. Such minimum qualifications shall be
designed to assure that such personnel possess sufficient education,
training, experience and background to provide adequate and safe
professional care and services to said juveniles; and that the
juveniles will not be exposed to abuse, deprivation, criminal
conduct, or other unwholesome conditions attributable to employee
incompetence or misconduct.

C. 1. The Office of Juvenile Affairs may directly request
national criminal history records searches as defined by Section
150.9 of Title 74 of the Oklahoma Statutes from the Oklahoma State
Bureau of Investigation for the purpose of investigating the

criminal history of an employee or applicant. Beginning on November

1, 2007, such national criminal history records search shall be

required for employees or applicants who work or are seeking to work

with or around children. The Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation

may charge a search fee as provided in Section 150.9 of Title 74 of
the Oklahoma Statutes. The fee shall be deposited in the OSBI

Revolving Fund.
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2. The Board of Juvenile Affairs shall promulgate rules for the
Office of Juvenile Affairs to obtain national criminal history
record searches in accordance with the requirements of Section 404.1
of this title for personnel described in subsection B of this
section, except that such rules may permit employment of applicants
pending receipt of the results of national criminal history record
searches.

D. The superintendent of a juvenile institution or facility
shall be the guardian of the person of each juvenile in the
institution or facility for the limited purpose of providing care
and protection for any life-threatening situation that may arise.

SECTION 2. This act shall become effective November 1, 2007.

51-1-1390 Jc 11/3/2007 12:35:30 AM
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