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STATE OF OKLAHOMA
lst Session of the 51st Legislature (2007)

SENATE BILL 444 By: Leftwich

AS INTRODUCED

An Act relating to counties; amending 19 0.S. 2001,
Sections 8.2 and 8.3, which relate to the County Home
Rule Charter Act; modifying certain population
threshold; modifying designation of members; deleting
obsolete language; and providing an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. AMENDATORY 19 0.S. 2001, Section 8.2, is
amended to read as follows:

Section 8.2 Any county in this state with a population of Zess

more than five hundred fifty thousand (550,000), according to the

latest Federal Decennial Census, whichecontains—a metropolitanarea

a County Home Rule Charter for county government which specifies the

structure of the operations of the government and enumerates those

powers appropriate for said government and which are not
inconsistent with the Oklahoma Constitution and laws of this state.

Nothing contained herein shall be construed as an attempt to
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regulate the affairs of any county, and any change to the

governmental structure of any county under this act shall rest

solely with the voters of the county.

SECTION 2. AMENDATORY 19 0.S. 2001, Section 8.3, 1is
amended to read as follows:

Section 8.3 A. Upon a resolution approved by a majority of the

elected

officials of the county or upon a petition signed by registered

voters of the county equal in number to ten percent (10%) of the
total number of votes cast in the county for Governor at the
immediately preceding gubernatorial election—the members—of the

propoesed and filed with the board of county commissioners after

verification of the signatures by the county clerk, a sixteen-person

charter commission shall be established composed as follows:

B. The sixteen-person charter commission shall be designated as

follows:
1. PFifteen—{35)> Six members shall be designated by the board of

county commissioners—Five as follows: two members shall be

designated by each county commissioner, at least £we one of which

shall be residents a resident of an unincorporated portion of the

county, or ¥residents a resident of a municipality other than the

largest municipality located within said the county. The members
designated by each county commissioner must reside in that county

commissioner's district;
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2. Two members shall be designated by the county court clerk,
at least one of which shall be a resident of an unincorporated
portion of the county or a resident of a municipality other than the
largest municipality located within the county;

3. Two members shall be designated by the county clerk, at
least one of which shall be a resident of an unincorporated portion
of the county or a resident of a municipality other than the largest
municipality located within the county;

4. Two members shall be designated by the county treasurer, at
least one of which shall be a resident of an unincorporated portion
of the county or a resident of a municipality other than the largest
municipality located within the county;

5. Two members shall be designated by the county assessor, at
least one of which shall be a resident of an unincorporated portion
of the county or a resident of a municipality other than the largest
municipality located within the county; and

6. Two members shall be designated by the county sheriff, at
least one of which shall be a resident of an unincorporated portion
of the county or a resident of a municipality other than the largest
municipality located within the county.

The members shall be designated and their names filed with the
county election board within thirty (30) days from the date the
resolution was adopted by the board of county commissioners or the

date the petition was filed with the board.
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/—F—Not

Nothing in the County Home Rule Charter Act shall be construed to
prevent any officer of any municipality located within the county
from serving as a member of the charter commission.

B—Ff the proposition reeceives approval by a majorityeof+the
votes—east—thercon,—the chairman

C. The provisions and procedures of subsections A and B of this

section shall apply when either the majority of the elected

officials or ten percent (10%) of the total number of persons who

voted in the county at the immediately preceding gubernatorial

election by petition seek to amend any provision of an existing

County Home Rule Charter.

D. Upon the designation of the members of the charter

commission, the chair of the board of county commissioners of the
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county shall, within sixty (60) days, call an organizational meeting
of said the charter commission. Such charter commission is hereby
authorized to select a ehairmarn chair and other officers as may be
necessary, to adopt rules of procedure, and to draft a proposed
County Home Rule Charter or amendments to an existing charter. Such
charter commission shall complete its work on a proposed charter or

amendments to an existing charter and shall submit the same for

filing to the county clerk and to the board of county commissioners

within six—+6)> twelve (12) months from the time said the

organizational meeting of such commission was is convened. Any
proposed charter or amendments to an existing charter shall be

published by the charter commission, through the office of the

county clerk, in a newspaper of general circulation in the county on

at least two occasions. At least seven (7) days shall elapse
between the first and last day of publication. The first day of
such publication shall be within forty-five (45) days from the date
the charter commission submits its proposed charter or amendments to
an existing charter. Copies of the proposed charter or amendments
to the existing charter shall be made available for distribution to
the qualified voters of the county at the place where meetings of
the board of county commissioners of the county are usually held.

€+ E. Within ninety (90) days after the charter commission
submits its proposed charter or amendments to an existing charter to

the board of county commissioners of the county, the officer or
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agency responsible for certifying public gquestions shall submit to
the voters of the county at the next regular countywide election or
at a special election which may be called for said such purpose by
the board of county commissioners, the question:

"Shall the proposed charter (or amendments) for County

be adopted?

[l YEs
[] wo

Said Such charter or said such amendments shall become effective if

approved by a majority of the registered voters voting thereon,
subject to provisions of the Oklahoma Constitution and laws of this
state.

F. ©No charter or amendment adopted pursuant to the County Home

Rule Charter Act thereto shall be construed as requiring any

municipality to participate in any government structure established

by any charter adopted pursuant to the County Home Rule Charter Act.

Each municipality within the county shall have the right, by

majority vote of the registered voters voting in an election called

to consider the issue, to decide whether to participate in the

government structure created by such charter.

SECTION 3. This act shall become effective November 1, 2007.
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