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STATE OF OKLAHOMA
2nd Session of the 51st Legislature (2008)

SENATE BILL 2151 By: Crain

AS INTRODUCED

An Act relating to courts; authorizing judges to
appoint referees to conduct certain matters;
establishing qualifications for referees; providing
for codification; and providing an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified
in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 128 of Title 20, unless there 1is
created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows:

Any judge may appoint a suitable person or persons to act as a
referee or referees to hold office at the pleasure of the judge.
Such referees shall be licensed to practice law in this state and
shall be specially qualified for their duties. The judge may direct
that any case, or all cases of a class or within a county to be
designated by the judge, shall be heard in the first instance by a
referee in the manner provided for the hearing of cases by the
court. Duties that may be performed by a referee include, but are
not limited to, conducting hearings for the termination of parental

rights, issuing final orders in actions for divorce, issuing default
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judgments orders, issuing sanctions and accepting waivers of right
to preliminary hearing in criminal matters.

SECTION 2. This act shall become effective November 1, 2008.
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