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STATE OF OKLAHOMA
lst Session of the 51st Legislature (2007)

SENATE BILL 1039 By: Rice

AS INTRODUCED

An Act relating to public health and safety;
prohibiting operation of all-terrain vehicles by
certain persons without specific helmet; prohibiting
passengers on certain all-terrain vehicles; requiring
certain certification; directing Board of Health to
promulgate certain rules; directing Commissioner of
Health to appoint certain committee; prohibiting
operation of certain all-terrain vehicles by certain
persons; providing penalty; providing exceptions;
providing definition; providing for codification; and
providing an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified
in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 4240 of Title 47, unless there
is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows:

A. It shall be unlawful for a person less than eighteen (18)
years of age to operate or to be carried as a passenger upon an all-
terrain vehicle unless the person wears a crash helmet of a type
which complies with standards established by 49 C.F.R., Section
571.218.

B. It shall be unlawful for the operator of an all-terrain

vehicle to carry a passenger unless that all-terrain vehicle has
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been specifically designed by the manufacturer to carry passengers
in addition to the operator.

C. Effective September 1, 2008, every operator of an all-
terrain vehicle less than eighteen (18) years of age shall possess a
safety certificate indicating successful completion of an all-
terrain vehicle safety course sponsored or approved by the State
Board of Health. The Board of Health shall promulgate rules
regarding the standards of safety to be demonstrated by all-terrain
vehicle operators before they may be awarded certification. The
Commissioner of Health shall appoint an advisory committee comprised
of all-terrain vehicle dealers, manufacturers, riders, parents,
pediatricians, and trauma personnel to advise on the rules to be
promulgated.

D. It shall be unlawful for the parent or legal guardian of a
person less than twelve (12) years of age to knowingly permit that
person to operate an all-terrain vehicle with a piston or rotor
displacement of greater than seventy cubic centimeters (70 cu cm),
or for any owner of an all-terrain vehicle with a piston or rotor
displacement of greater than seventy cubic centimeters (70 cu cm) to
knowingly permit any person less than twelve (12) years of age to
operate that all-terrain vehicle.

E. It shall be unlawful for the parent or legal guardian of a
person less than sixteen (16) years of age to knowingly permit that

person to operate an all-terrain vehicle with a piston or rotor
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displacement of greater than ninety cubic centimeters (90 cu cm), or
for any owner of an all-terrain vehicle with a piston or rotor
displacement of greater than ninety cubic centimeters (90 cu cm) to
knowingly permit any person less than sixteen (16) years of age to
operate that all-terrain wvehicle.

F. Any person convicted of violating the provisions of this
section shall be punished by a fine of not less than Twenty-five
Dollars ($25.00) and not more than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00).

G. The provisions of this section shall not apply to:

1. Any person operating an all-terrain vehicle while engaged in
ranching or farming operations; or

2. Any person using an all-terrain vehicle for hunting,
fishing, or trapping purposes, provided that person is otherwise
lawfully engaged in those activities.

H. As used in this act, “all-terrain vehicle” means a motorized
vehicle manufactured and used exclusively for off-highway use
traveling on three or four low-pressure tires, having a seat
designed to be straddled by the operator, and which is steered by
the use of handlebars.

SECTION 2. This act shall become effective November 1, 2007.
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