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 STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
 

1st Session of the 51st Legislature (2007) 
 

SENATE BILL 1015 By: Crain 
 
 
 
 
 

AS INTRODUCED 
 

An Act relating to labor; stating legislative 
findings; stating good public policy is the 
consolidation of certain functions; stating goal of 
legislature; providing for the abolishment of the 
Oklahoma Employment Security Commission; providing 
that transfer of certain duties and responsibilities 
of the Commission and certain laws, rules, personnel, 
property and sources of funding shall be made to the 
Oklahoma Department of Commerce and the Department of 
Labor; providing for codification; and declaring an 
emergency. 
 
 
 
 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 4-101a of Title 40, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

In the interest of coordinating all efforts to best promote the 

economic well-being of the State of Oklahoma, the Oklahoma 

Legislature finds that consolidating functions that meet the needs 

of employers and workers in this state in order to best secure that 

well-being is good public policy.  The Legislature also finds that 

functions that support this public policy are lodged in various 
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 state agencies such that the desired coordination is lacking. 

Therefore, consolidation of these functions shall be a goal of this 

Legislature. The Legislature further finds that the function of 

providing for unemployment benefits for the qualified workers of 

this state can properly be seen as a function of the Department of 

Labor where policies and programs to support and protect the workers 

of this state are currently centered.  Similarly, the function of 

providing for the economic development and well-being of the state, 

its employers and its workers can be seen as a function of the 

Department of Commerce where policies and programs to support this 

function are currently centered.  Therefore, a first step in the 

public policy of consolidation of functions shall be to abolish the 

Oklahoma Employment Security Commission and to divide the duties and 

responsibilities of the Commission between the Oklahoma Department 

of Commerce and the Department of Labor as follows: 

1.  All duties and responsibilities dealing with paying 

unemployment benefits to qualified unemployed wage earners which are 

currently centered in the Unemployment Insurance Program division of 

the Oklahoma Employment Security Commission, and including, but not 

limited to, all laws, rules, personnel, property and sources of 

funding relating to these duties and responsibilities shall be 

transferred to the Department of Labor; 

2.  All other duties and responsibilities centered in the 

divisions of Employment and Training, Economic Research and Analysis 
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 and Job Training Partnership Act, as well as the Workforce 

Investment Act and including, but not limited to, all laws, rules, 

personnel, property and sources of funding relating to these duties 

and responsibilities shall be transferred to the Oklahoma Department 

of Commerce. 

SECTION 2.  It being immediately necessary for the preservation 

of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby 

declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and 

be in full force from and after its passage and approval. 
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