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STATE OF OKLAHOMA
lst Session of the 51st Legislature (2007)

HOUSE
RESOLUTION 1031 By: Ellis

AS INTRODUCED

A Resolution expressing confidence in the Oklahoma
Attorney General; encouraging him to defend water
resources; and directing distribution.

WHEREAS, the surface waters and groundwater of the great State
of Oklahoma are key public and natural resources supporting
important individual, family and industrial livelihoods as well as
providing fisheries and recreational opportunities, a habitat for
wildlife and irreplaceable aesthetic values; and

WHEREAS, all people in the great State of Oklahoma have an
interest in conserving, protecting and restoring this vital
resource; and

WHEREAS, the economic, environmental and social benefits derived
from the opportunities provided by the judicious use of the waters
of the State of Oklahoma depend substantially on the quantity and

quality of such waters; and
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WHEREAS, the State of Oklahoma has provided for a long-range
water plan for the prudent management of Oklahoma’s precious
resource; and

WHEREAS, in contrast, the State of Texas has squandered its
resources and has demonstrated itself as a water wastrel and
prodigious polluter; and

WHEREAS, the Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex has indulged itself,
swimming unsustainably in a dwindling supply of H20, while using
more than 260 gallons per capita, with 60% of that going to lawn
watering, with 25% of that wasted through runoff; and

WHEREAS, in spite of water shortages, the City of Fort Worth is
planning a series of urban developments including water parks and a
riverwalk; and

WHEREAS, the Tarrant Regional Water District has alternatives
within the State of Texas that may serve as water supplies for the
future, namely the proposed Marvin Nichols Reservoir on the Sulphur
River and the planned Lower Bois D’Arc Reservoir in Fannin County as
well as the Mesa Water pipeline; and

WHEREAS, the State of Texas has the ability to construct and
operate desalination plants and, in fact, is home to 100 such plants
that supply 40 million gallons of water per day to municipal and
industrial users; and

WHEREAS, the State of Texas is permitted a share of the briny

water of the Red River that may be desalinated for potability; and
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WHEREAS, the north Texans should learn to conserve their water,
reducing their demand through such measures as xeriscaping and
installation of composting toilets; and

WHEREAS, the State of Texas has affronted the great State of
Oklahoma by its audacious action in filing a lawsuit to lay claim to
the waters of our state; and

WHEREAS, the State of Texas has insulted the founders of our
nation and every other state in the union by treading on the Tenth
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States; and

WHEREAS, Oklahoma would not just be selling water, but water
rights; and

WHEREAS, it is not our water we are selling, but our children’s
and grandchildren’s birthright.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
OF THE 1ST SESSION OF THE 51ST OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE:

THAT the Oklahoma House of Representatives retains full
confidence in the Oklahoma Attorney General to defend our water
resources.

THAT the Oklahoma House of Representatives, in an effort to
assure a prosperous future for the State of Oklahoma and its

citizens, supports the Attorney General in his efforts to defend
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these water resources, and encourages him to retain the finest

attorneys and experts available outside the state government.

THAT a copy of this resolution be dispatched to Attorney General

Drew Edmondson.

51-1-7951 JJB 04/30/07
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