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STATE OF OKLAHOMA
lst Session of the 51st Legislature (2007)

HOUSE CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION 1032 By: Collins of the House

and

Sparks of the Senate

AS INTRODUCED

A Concurrent Resolution requesting Governor Henry to
declare a moratorium on the Crosstown Project and
appoint a Special Commission; and directing
distribution.

WHEREAS, the Union Station rail yard, at 300 SW 7th in Oklahoma
City, lies at the center of the state’s unique railway network and
is the last grand urban rail passenger yard in the West. While
remaining unused today with all of its original space and much of
its essential engineering intact including numerous tracks
connecting every corner of the state, its destruction is still
planned to make way for a ten-lane, crosstown expressway; and

WHEREAS, Union Station and its associated rail yard are
essential to the revival of any effective and reasonably economical
future system of public transportation in Oklahoma. However, its
reduction to one track and one siding below grade would effectively

cripple this priceless public resource and foreclose the option to
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rapidly and economically develop safe, convenient, fuel-efficient
and environmentally friendly rail transit for the region which would
link the state’s major cities and key military bases on existing
rail lines; and

WHEREAS, this destruction is unnecessary to the reconstruction
or rehabilitation of I-40, and there are several more effective and
economical alternatives that have been ignored; and

WHEREAS, Union Stations in Denver and Dallas have become the
foundations for their vibrant rail/bus mass transit systems and have
been successful beyond expectations, demonstrating the public’s
enthusiastic acceptance and demand for wider availability; and

WHEREAS, present perceptions, the reality of serious pending
shortfalls of automotive fuels and the implications of global
warming, stimulated by emissions of the greenhouse gas, carbon
dioxide, were not so evident when the Crosstown replacement project
began about 10 years ago; and

WHEREAS, the current reality is that the price of auto fuels is
rising irregularly but rapidly and threatens seriously to constrain
the economy; and

WHEREAS, Oklahoma City is already far behind many other cities
in the provision of energy and transportation efficiencies, even
behind other cities in the U.S. interior, including Albuquerque,
Atlanta, Dallas-Fort Worth, Denver, Minneapolis, Phoenix, and Salt

Lake City; and
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WHEREAS, the virtual elimination of the Union Station rail yard
in Oklahoma City by a depressed ten-lane throughway would increase
automotive travel at a time when efforts should be focused on ways
to reduce highway travel and the level of ozone in Oklahoma City,
which is already at near-dangerous levels.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
OF THE 1ST SESSION OF THE 51ST OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE, THE SENATE
CONCURRING THEREIN:

THAT the Oklahoma House of Representatives and the Oklahoma
State Senate request that the Honorable Brad Henry, Governor of
Oklahoma, declare a moratorium on the Crosstown Project and appoint
a Special Commission of citizens, public officials, and
transportation experts from within and without our state to review
the rationale for this route. The Special Commission shall consider
alternatives to the destruction of the Union Station rail yard and
report to the Governor and to the public its findings and
recommendation before proceeding any further on this project.

THAT a copy of this resolution be dispatched to Governor Brad

Henry.

51-1-7836 JJB 04/18/07
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