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 STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
 

1st Session of the 51st Legislature (2007) 
 
HOUSE CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTION 1011 By: Steele 
 
 
 
 
 

AS INTRODUCED 
 

A Concurrent Resolution establishing Task Force on 
the Mental Health and Substance Abuse Treatment 
System in Oklahoma; providing for appointments; 
providing for designation of cochairs; providing for 
meetings and staffing; providing for reimbursement 
for travel; providing for purpose; and requiring a 
report. 

 
 
 
 

WHEREAS, Oklahoma has the highest prevalence rate of mental 

illness in the country according to a national survey conducted by 

the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration; and 

WHEREAS, in Oklahoma, an estimated 215,296 adults are in need of 

mental health and/or substance abuse treatment each year. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

OF THE 1ST SESSION OF THE 51ST OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE, THE SENATE 

CONCURRING THEREIN: 

THAT there is hereby created to continue until February 1, 2008, 

the Task Force on the Mental Health and Substance Abuse Treatment 

System in Oklahoma. 

THAT the task force shall consist of twenty (20) members. 
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 THAT of the twenty members: 

1.  Five shall be appointed by the Speaker of the Oklahoma House 

of Representatives as follows: 

a. one shall represent a statewide mental health consumer 

advocacy organization, 

b. one shall be an adult consumer of mental health 

services in Oklahoma, 

c. one shall be a provider of drug and alcohol treatment 

services, and 

d. two shall be members of the Oklahoma House of 

Representatives; 

2.  Five shall be appointed by the President Pro Tempore of the 

State Senate as follows: 

a. one shall represent a statewide organization of 

professional drug and alcohol treatment providers, 

b. one shall be an adult consumer of substance abuse 

services in Oklahoma, 

c. one shall be a private sector provider of mental 

health services, and 

d. two shall be members of the State Senate; 

3.  Five shall be appointed by the Governor as follows: 

a. one shall represent a statewide children’s mental 

health advocacy organization, 
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 b. one shall be a parent of a child with a serious 

emotional disturbance,  

c. one shall be a provider of community mental health 

center services, 

d. one shall represent a statewide mental health family 

advocacy organization, and 

e. one shall be a parent of a child who has received 

substance abuse treatment services; and 

4.  Five shall be public sector representatives as follows: 

a. the Commissioner of the Department of Mental Health 

and Substance Abuse Services or designee, 

b. the Deputy Commissioner of the Department of Mental 

Health and Substance Abuse Services for Mental Health 

Services or designee, 

c. the Deputy Commissioner of the Department of Mental 

Health and Substance Abuse Services for Substance 

Abuse Services or designee,  

d. the Chief Executive Officer of the Oklahoma Health 

Care Authority or designee, and 

e. the Chief Mental Health Officer of the Department of 

Corrections or designee. 

THAT the Speaker of the Oklahoma House of Representatives and 

the President Pro Tempore of the State Senate shall each designate a 

cochair from among the members of the task force. 
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 THAT members shall serve at the pleasure of their appointing 

authorities.  A vacancy on the task force shall be filled by the 

original appointing authority. 

THAT appointments to the task force shall be made by September 

1, 2007. 

THAT the cochairs of the task force shall convene the first 

meeting of the task force on or before October 1, 2007. 

THAT a majority of the members present at a meeting shall 

constitute a quorum to do business. 

THAT the Oklahoma House of Representatives and the State Senate 

shall provide staff assistance to the task force as necessary to 

assist the task force in the performance of its duties. 

THAT all departments, officers, agencies and employees of this 

state shall cooperate with the task force in fulfilling its duties 

and responsibilities including, but not limited to, providing any 

information, records or reports requested by the task force. 

THAT members of the task force shall receive no compensation for 

their service, but shall receive travel reimbursement as follows:   

1.  Legislative members of the task force shall be reimbursed in 

accordance with the provisions of Section 456 of Title 74 of the 

Oklahoma Statutes; and 

2.  Nonlegislative members of the task force shall be reimbursed 

by their appointing authorities. 
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 THAT the purpose of the task force shall be to make 

recommendations to the Legislature and the Governor regarding ways 

to enhance mental health and substance abuse services in Oklahoma 

by: 

1.  Studying current and planned transformation goals and 

activities; 

2.  Comparing the funding and design of the mental health and 

substance abuse treatment system in Oklahoma to systems in other 

states; and 

3.  Identifying other issues deemed appropriate by the task 

force. 

THAT the task force shall issue a report of its recommendations 

to the Legislature and the Governor no later than January 31, 2008. 

 

51-1-5858 MG 01/18/07 
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