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 STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
 

1st Session of the 51st Legislature (2007) 
 
HOUSE BILL 2155 By: Jett 
 
 
 
 
 

AS INTRODUCED 
 

An Act relating to public health and safety; 
establishing certain duties for the State Department 
of Health and tribal governments; establishing 
certain duties of the Commissioner of Health; 
providing for codification; and providing an 
effective date. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 1-560.2 of Title 63, unless 

there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  The State Department of Health shall: 

1.  Seek consultation and the participation of tribal 

governments in policy development and program activities to ensure 

that health priorities and goals are achieved in a culturally 

appropriate manner; 

2.  Promote and develop innovative methods of involving tribal 

governments in State Department of Health policy development and 
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 regulatory processes, including the identification of statewide 

health priorities; 

3.  Establish a minimum set of requirements and expectations 

with respect to consultation and participation throughout the State 

Department of Health service branches, centers, divisions, 

city/county health departments, and county health departments; 

4.  Identify issues in which tribal consultation and 

participation will be required for the various State Department of 

Health service branches, centers, divisions, and county health 

departments; 

5.  Identify instances where the State Department of Health 

would seek participation of the Indian Health Service, the Oklahoma 

City Area Inter-Tribal Health Board, and other organizations to 

complement and enhance consultation with tribal governments.  Such 

instances could include tribal representation on State Department of 

Health established committees, councils, workgroups, or similar 

bodies; 

6.  Develop a communication system to ensure tribal governments 

are adequately informed of State Department of Health activities and 

can access pertinent information; and 

7.  Identify a single point of contact within the State 

Department of Health with sufficient knowledge of both State 

Department of Health programs and the Indian Health system. 
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 B.  The State Commissioner of Health shall convene, in 

coordination with tribal officials, an annual tribal consultation 

session that will include, at a minimum, the following participants: 

1.  Tribal officials; 

2.  Tribal administration and program staff as determined by 

Tribal officials; 

3.  Indian Health Service staff; 

4.  Tribal organizations; 

5.  The Secretary of Health for the State of Oklahoma; and 

6.  State Department of Health administrators and other staff as 

determined by the Commissioner. 

The date, location, and meeting agenda shall be determined 

jointly by the Commissioner and tribal officials.  The schedule will 

take into account the desirability of allowing adequate time for 

development of tribal budget initiatives. 

C.  The State Department of Health shall develop an annual 

report to be disseminated in conjunction with the annual tribal 

consultation session.  The annual report will contain, at a minimum: 

1.  Information regarding any issues requiring tribal 

consultation, including the consultation process utilized, meeting 

transcripts and summaries, and outcomes; 

2.  A report on the implementation of the State Department of 

Health Tribal Consultation Policy; 
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 3.  Statewide health data and other pertinent information 

related to American Indian health; 

4.  Information on grants, services, programs, and training 

available to tribal governments, tribal consortia, and tribal 

organizations; 

5.  Information on State Department of Health policy and program 

development, including pertinent federal and state legislation; 

6.  The State Department of Health organizational chart; 

7.  City/County and County health department contact 

information; and 

8.  Other information as identified by tribal officials. 

All consultation meetings, including the annual tribal 

consultation session, shall be formally recorded and made available 

to tribal governments.  Once the consultation is complete and any 

policy decision is finalized, all recommended follow-up actions 

adopted shall be implemented and tracked by the State Department of 

Health and reported to tribal governments in the Annual State 

Department of Health Tribal Consultation Report for valuation 

purposes.  Each consultation meeting shall include an opportunity 

for all participants to evaluate the efficacy of the meeting to 

assist in the planning of future meetings and to measure the level 

of satisfaction of the tribal governments. 
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 SECTION 2.  This act shall become effective November 1, 2007. 

 

51-1-6646 SAB 01/15/07 
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