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 STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
 

1st Session of the 51st Legislature (2007) 
 
HOUSE BILL 2060 By: Key 
 
 
 
 
 

AS INTRODUCED 
 

An Act relating to the Oklahoma Department of 
Emergency Management; making appropriation; stating 
purpose of appropriation; specifying requirements 
related to application process; specifying required 
features for interoperable communications system; 
providing for eligibility based on population; 
requiring Department of Emergency Management to adopt 
rules; providing for codification; providing an 
effective date; and declaring an emergency. 

 
 
 
 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.  There is hereby appropriated to the Oklahoma 

Department of Emergency Management from any monies not otherwise 

appropriated from the General Revenue Fund of the State Treasury for 

the fiscal year ending June 30, 2008, the sum of Twenty Million 

Dollars ($20,000,000.00) or so much thereof as may be necessary to 

acquire a statewide emergency telecommunications system with Level 

Four interoperability features. 

SECTION 2.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 2861 of Title 63, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 
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 A.  In order to qualify for the Small County Emergency 

Management System Grant the application must include a workable plan 

for interoperable communications that includes a radio system: 

1.  Which provides voice communications to and from the Oklahoma 

Department of Emergency Management (“OEM”) to each county in 

Oklahoma during drills, practices, emergencies, mass casualty 

incidents (“MCI”), and disasters; 

2.  Which provides voice communications within a county, or a 

region incorporating several counties, to a central point of control 

in that county (or region), as a backup and an alternative to their 

existing dispatch systems; 

3.  Which initially operates on the statewide common frequencies 

already in use on VHF, but which is expandable to use additional VHF 

channels already in use in certain counties (on a county by county 

basis), the nationwide defined interoperability channels on VHF, and 

capable of  including non-VHF frequency bands such as UHF and 800 

MHz channels; 

4.  Which does not preclude expansion of the number of channels, 

the location of transmitters, or the type of radio bands; 

5.  Which permits an expansion that is supported by the radio 

system in such a way that no additional funds are required for any 

user on the system to access the additional radio channels; 

6.  Which does not include any single central point of control, 

so that if part of the system was destroyed or rendered inoperable 
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 due to the emergency or the disaster that triggered the need for 

communications via the system the rest of the system should function 

normally;  

7.  Which is non-proprietary and capable of utilizing any base 

station radio from any manufacturer on any frequency band; 

8.  Which is compatible with existing radio systems maintained 

by city, town, and county public safety agencies across the state; 

9.  Which can initially operate only in conventional wideband FM 

mode and should not require the purchase of proprietary subscriber 

radios such as trunking, narrowband, or digital mode radios; 

10.  Which supports an initial configuration of approximately 

1,000 radio channels in simultaneous use operating at approximately 

45 different transmitter locations across the State of Oklahoma; 

11.  Which is capable of supporting more than three thousand 

(3,000) radio channels and at least one hundred (100) additional 

transmitter locations; and 

12.  Which includes IP compatible radios and which can be 

completely P25 compliant. 

B.  The application required by subsection A of this section 

must also include plans to bring the respective County Emergency 

Managers fully into NIMS (National Incident Management System) 

certification according to the requirements or guidelines of 

Homeland Security Presidential Directive No. 5 within one year of 

the time such grant is awarded. 
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 C.  The monies appropriated pursuant to Section 1 of this act 

shall be available for distribution through the Department of 

Emergency Management only to counties having a population of less 

than thirty thousand (30,000) persons according to the latest 

Federal Decennial Census or most recent population estimate. 

D.  The Department of Emergency Management shall adopt rules as 

may be required in order to implement the provisions of this act and 

to provide for the distribution of the monies appropriated pursuant 

to Section 1 of this act. 

SECTION 3.  This act shall become effective July 1, 2007. 

SECTION 4.  It being immediately necessary for the preservation 

of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby 

declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and 

be in full force from and after its passage and approval. 
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