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 STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
 

1st Session of the 51st Legislature (2007) 
 
HOUSE BILL 1685 By: DeWitt 
 
 
 
 
 

AS INTRODUCED 
 

An Act relating to rural development; making 
appropriations to the Oklahoma Department of 
Agriculture, Food, and Forestry; stating amount of 
appropriations; stating purpose of appropriations; 
making appropriations to the Oklahoma Department of 
Commerce; stating amount of appropriations; stating 
purpose of appropriations; providing an effective 
date; and declaring an emergency. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.  There is hereby appropriated to the Oklahoma 

Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry from any monies not 

otherwise appropriated from the General Revenue Fund of the State 

Treasury for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2008, the sum of Five 

Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000.00) or so much thereof as may be 

necessary to establish two rural development offices to provide 

services in the western half of Oklahoma.  The Department shall be 

authorized to contract with a nonprofit entity in order to establish 

such offices. 
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 SECTION 2.  There is hereby appropriated to the Oklahoma 

Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry from any monies not 

otherwise appropriated from the General Revenue Fund of the State 

Treasury for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2008, the sum of Seven 

Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($750,000.00) or so much thereof as 

may be necessary to establish an affordable housing program.  The 

Department shall be authorized to contract with a nonprofit entity 

in order to implement the provisions of this section. 

SECTION 3.  There is hereby appropriated to the Oklahoma 

Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry from any monies not 

otherwise appropriated from the General Revenue Fund of the State 

Treasury for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2008, the sum of Two 

Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($250,000.00) or so much thereof as 

may be necessary to establish an employer-assisted housing program.  

The Department shall be authorized to contract with a nonprofit 

entity to implement the provisions of this section. 

SECTION 4.  There is hereby appropriated to the Oklahoma 

Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry from any monies not 

otherwise appropriated from the General Revenue Fund of the State 

Treasury for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2008, the sum of Two 

Hundred Fifty Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy-three Dollars 

($250,873.00) or so much thereof as may be necessary to continue 

rural development efforts and assisting the promotion of Oklahoma 
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 agriculture.  The Department shall be authorized to contract with a 

nonprofit entity to implement the provisions of this section. 

SECTION 5.  There is hereby appropriated to the Oklahoma 

Department of Commerce from any monies not otherwise appropriated 

from the General Revenue Fund of the State Treasury for the fiscal 

year ending June 30, 2008, the sum of Four Hundred Thousand Dollars 

($400,000.00) or so much thereof as may be necessary to provide 

matching funds and administrative costs for business financing and 

business incubator programs.  The Department shall be authorized to 

contract with a nonprofit entity to implement the provisions of this 

section. 

SECTION 6.  There is hereby appropriated to the Oklahoma 

Department of Commerce from any monies not otherwise appropriated 

from the General Revenue Fund of the State Treasury for the fiscal 

year ending June 30, 2008, the sum of One Hundred Fifty Thousand 

Dollars ($150,000.00) or so much thereof as may be necessary to 

support lending activity and to provide matching funds to assist 

small business within the state.  The Department shall be authorized 

to contract with a nonprofit entity to implement the provisions of 

this section. 

SECTION 7.  There is hereby appropriated to the Oklahoma 

Department of Commerce from any monies not otherwise appropriated 

from the General Revenue Fund of the State Treasury for the fiscal 

year ending June 30, 2008, the sum of One Hundred Fifty Thousand 
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 Dollars ($150,000.00) or so much thereof as may be necessary to 

provide funding, including matching funds, for a statewide Women’s 

Business Center. 

SECTION 8.  There is hereby appropriated to the Oklahoma 

Department of Commerce from any monies not otherwise appropriated 

from the General Revenue Fund of the State Treasury for the fiscal 

year ending June 30, 2008, the sum of Three Hundred Thousand Dollars 

($300,000.00) or so much thereof as may be necessary to establish 

and implement technology commercialization and to conduct a 

statewide New Produce and Process Fair.  The Department shall be 

authorized to contract with a nonprofit entity to implement the 

provisions of this section. 

SECTION 9.  This act shall become effective July 1, 2007. 

SECTION 10.  It being immediately necessary for the preservation 

of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby 

declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and 

be in full force from and after its passage and approval. 
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