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STATE OF OKLAHOMA
lst Session of the 51st Legislature (2007)

HOUSE BILL 1537 By: Lindley

AS INTRODUCED

An Act relating to higher education; providing for
establishment of certain tuition and mandatory fee
amounts by the Oklahoma Legislature; prohibiting an
increase in tuition and mandatory fees for certain
academic years; amending 70 O0.S. 2001, Section
3218.2, as amended by Section 1, Chapter 4, 0.S.L.
2003 (70 O.S. Supp. 2006, Section 3218.2), which
relates to establishment of tuition and fees by the
Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education;
modifying authority of the State Regents to establish
tuition and fees; deleting certain reporting
requirements; adding certain reporting requirements;
specifying contents and criteria for report;
requiring certain tuition rate for students auditing
courses; repealing 70 O0.S. 2001, Sections 3218.8 and
3218.9, as amended by Sections 2 and 3, Chapter 4,
O0.S.L. 2003 (70 O.S. Supp. 2006, Sections 3218.8, and
3218.9), which relate to establishment of tuition and
fees by Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education;
providing for codification; and providing an
effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:
SECTION 1. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codif
in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 3218.1la of Title 70, unless

there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows:
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A. For the 2008-2009 academic year and each academic year
thereafter, the Oklahoma Legislature shall establish limits for
undergraduate resident tuition and mandatory fees, undergraduate
nonresident tuition and mandatory fees, resident tuition and
mandatory fees for graduate and professional courses and programs,
and nonresident tuition and mandatory fees for graduate and
professional courses and programs to be required of students
receiving instruction or other academic services provided by
institutions of The Oklahoma State System of Higher Education.

B. For the 2008-2009 academic year and the 2009-2010 academic
yvear, the tuition and mandatory fees limit established by the
Legislature shall be equal to the amount of tuition and mandatory
fees required of students for the 2007-2008 academic year.

SECTION 2. AMENDATORY 70 O0.S. 2001, Section 3218.2, as
amended by Section 1, Chapter 4, 0.S.L. 2003 (70 O0.S. Supp. 2006,
Section 3218.2), is amended to read as follows:

Section 3218.2 A. Resident tuition, nonresident tuition, and

other fees to be required of students receiving instruction or other

academic services provided by institutions of The Oklahoma State

System of Higher Education shall be established by the Oklahoma

State Regents for Higher Education withdue regard for the

provisions——of Seetion 321814 of thistitle within limits prescribed

by the Legislature. Nothing in this act shall be construed as

limiting or prohibiting the requirement of payment for goods or
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services provided by auxiliary enterprises operated by or in
conjunction with institutions of The Oklahoma State System of Higher
Education and authorized by the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher
Education.

B. By January 1 of each year, the Oklahoma State Regents for
Higher Education shall submit a report to the Governor, the
President Pro Tempore of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, and the minority floor leaders and education
committee chairs of both houses of the Oklahoma Legislature, of the
actions taken in regard to and the schedule of tuition and fees

approved for The Oklahoma State System of Higher Education for the

current academic year. The annual reportshall inelude data—-on—the

C. By February 1 of each year, the Oklahoma State Regents for

Higher Education shall submit a report to the Governor, the

President Pro Tempore of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of

Representatives, and the minority floor leaders and education

committee chairs of both houses of the Oklahoma Legislature

outlining its recommendations for the tuition and mandatory fees

limits to be established by the Legislature for the next academic

year. In its recommendations on the limits for resident tuition and
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mandatory fees for undergraduate and graduate education, the State

Regents shall balance the affordability of public higher education

with the provision of available, diverse and high-quality learning

opportunities. In this endeavor the State Regents shall give

consideration to the level of state appropriations, the state

economy, the per capita income and cost of living, the college-going

and college-retention rates, and the availability of financial aid

in Oklahoma. If recommending an increase in the tuition rates, the

State Regents shall demonstrate a reasonable effort to effect a

proportionate increase in the availability of need-based student

financial aid. Need-based financial aid shall include, but shall

not be limited to, awards for the Oklahoma Higher Learning Access

Program, Oklahoma Tuition Aid Grants, federal need-based financial

aid and tuition waivers, and private donations.

D. Students permitted to audit courses shall pay the same

resident tuition and nonresident tuition as required of students who

enroll for course credit.

SECTION 3. REPEALER 70 O0.S. 2001, Section 3218.8, as
amended by Section 2, Chapter 4, 0.S.L. 2003 (70 O0.S. Supp. 2006,
Section 3218.8), is hereby repealed.

SECTION 4. REPEALER 70 O0.S. 2001, Section 3218.9, as
amended by Section 3, Chapter 4, 0.S.L. 2003 (70 O0.S. Supp. 2006,

Section 3218.9), is hereby repealed.
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SECTION 5.

51-1-5437
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