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STATE OF OKLAHOMA
lst Session of the 51st Legislature (2007)

HOUSE BILL 1535 By: Lindley

AS INTRODUCED

An Act relating to prisons and reformatories; stating
legislative purpose; establishing five-year pilot
program for certain population; requiring Department
of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services to
establish and maintain certain pilot program;
providing for cooperation with the Department of
Corrections; providing for the promulgation of
certain rules; requiring evaluation of the pilot
program; providing for annual recommendations to the
Legislature; providing for codification; and
providing an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 510.8b of Title 57, unless there

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows:

A. The Legislature finds that the emphasis of mental health
systems has shifted over the last thirty-five (35) years from
institutionalizing people with mental illness to providing
community-based services. While millions of people with mental
illness have successfully integrated into their communities, many

others have had difficulty accessing mental health services.
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Increasingly, these individuals are finding their way into the
criminal justice system. In fact, a large number of individuals
with mental illness in state prisons, and particularly those in
county jails, are there because they displayed in public the
symptoms of untreated mental illness. Criminal justice systems are
ill-equipped to provide the comprehensive array of mental health
services these individuals need. Consequently, their mental illness
deteriorates further, they present behavioral problems, and they
incur disciplinary infractions that prolong their involvement in the
criminal justice system.

B. It is the intent of the Legislature to establish a five-year
pilot program that shall examine ways in which to:

1. Provide an integrated case management, treatment and
diversion program that reduces jail and incarceration rates of
mentally ill offenders;

2. Increase public safety without increasing costs by
facilitating collaboration among the criminal justice, mental health

treatment, and substance abuse systems;

3. Enhance community safety by continually monitoring program
participants;
4. Increase stability factors including sobriety, housing,

employment, and maintenance of psychiatric medications;
5. Provide a diversion location for local law enforcement for

initial evaluation upon arrest;
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6. Reduce overall costs to the county and state of managing
this particular population; and

7. Develop a nonresidential program for nonviolent persons with
a serious mental illness to manage their treatment during all phases
of their exposure to the criminal justice system.

C. Subject to the availability of funding, the Department of
Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services shall establish and
maintain a five-year pilot program to assist those individuals
within the criminal justice system that have a serious mental
illness transition into the community. The Department shall act as
the lead agency and is authorized to consult and cooperate with the
Department of Corrections as necessary to carry out the provisions
of this act.

D. The Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services
shall promulgate rules as necessary to carry out the provisions of
this act. Such rules shall include but are not limited to:

1. Eligibility criteria for services;

2. Assessment protocols to identify persons in need of
services; and

3. Funding to assist eligible persons.

E. The Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services
and the Department of Corrections shall evaluate the implementation
of the pilot program and annually make recommendations to the

Legislature regarding its effectiveness.
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SECTION 2.

51-1-5266

Reg. No. 5266

This act shall become effective November 1,

GRS

01/17/07

2007.
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