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 STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
 

1st Session of the 51st Legislature (2007) 
 
HOUSE BILL 1039 By: Murphey 
 
 
 
 
 

AS INTRODUCED 
 

An Act relating to government; directing the Oklahoma 
Legislature, Oklahoma State Supreme Court, and 
certain state agencies and trusts to make recordings 
and provide Internet coverage of meetings and 
proceedings; requiring recordings to be provided to 
the state government telecast coordinator; directing 
the state government telecast coordinator to produce 
certain recordings and production; defining term; 
providing for codification; and providing an 
effective date. 
 
 

 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 401 of Title 25, unless there is 

created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  Beginning with the 2nd Session of the 51st Oklahoma 

Legislature, the Oklahoma House of Representatives and the State 

Senate shall provide that gavel-to-gavel video and audio recordings 

be made of and live coverage be provided over the Internet of the 

following: 

1.  All sessions of the Oklahoma House of Representatives and 

the State Senate; and 
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 2.  All open meetings of each standing committee and the General 

Conference Committee on Appropriations of the House and the Senate. 

B.  Beginning January 1, 2008, the Oklahoma State Supreme Court 

shall provide that gavel-to-gavel video and audio recordings be made 

of and live coverage be provided over the Internet of all Supreme 

Court proceedings that are open to the public. 

C.  Beginning January 1, 2008, all executive branch agencies, 

boards and commissions, and public trusts having the State of 

Oklahoma as a beneficiary shall provide for gavel-to-gavel video and 

audio recordings to be made of all meetings which are open to the 

public as provided for in the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act. 

D.  Audio and video recordings made pursuant to the provisions 

of this section shall be provided within a reasonable amount of time 

to the state government telecast coordinator so designated by 

agreement of the Governor, Speaker of the Oklahoma House of 

Representatives, President Pro Tempore of the State Senate, and 

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. 

E.  The state government telecast coordinator shall produce 

audio and video recordings of press conferences and public forums 

occurring at the State Capitol. 

F.  The state government telecast coordinator shall create a 

production suitable for telecast from all gavel-to-gavel audio and 

video recordings provided by the Oklahoma House of Representatives, 

State Senate, and Supreme Court as provided for in this section and 
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 shall make the production available to the Oklahoma Educational 

Television Authority, cable outlet providers, and all federally 

licensed television stations doing business in Oklahoma who wish to 

air the proceedings in part or in whole. 

G.  As used in this section, “gavel-to-gavel video and audio 

recordings” means any recording used to capture and transmit 

coverage which is activated when the presiding officer, presiding 

justice, or chair of the meeting calls the proceedings or meeting to 

order and is deactivated on adjournment of the proceedings or 

meeting. 

SECTION 2.  This act shall become effective November 1, 2007. 
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