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 STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
 

1st Session of the 51st Legislature (2007) 
 
HOUSE BILL 1030 By: Reynolds 
 
 
 
 
 

AS INTRODUCED 
 

An Act relating to Rules of the Ethics Commission; 
amending Rules 257:10-1-10 (74 O.S. 2001, Chapter 62, 
App.) and 257:10-1-20 (74 O.S. Supp. 2006, Chapter 
62, App.) of the Rules of the Ethics Commission, 
which relate to campaign contributions; prohibiting 
transfer of funds from campaign accounts; modifying 
use of campaign contributions and surplus funds; and 
providing an effective date. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     AMENDATORY     Rule 257:10-1-10 of the Rules of 

the Ethics Commission (74 O.S. 2001, Chapter 62, App.), is amended 

to read as follows: 

Rule 257:10-1-10.  (a)  A committee, other than an out-of-state 

committee, shall establish one or more campaign depositories: 

(1)  in financial institutions that ordinarily conduct business 

within the state; and 

(2)  in offices located within the state that ordinarily conduct 

business with the general public. 
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 (b)  The committee shall maintain a campaign account in each 

depository in the name of the committee, with no use of acronyms 

permitted. 

(c)  Expenditures of a committee of more than fifty dollars 

($50), except for expenditures made by the candidate from his or her 

own funds, shall be drawn from a campaign account and issued on a 

check signed by the candidate, treasurer or, in the treasurer's 

absence, the deputy treasurer or the chair of said committee. 

(d)  All contributions, other than in-kind contributions, 

accepted by the committee, directly or indirectly, shall be 

deposited in a campaign account within ten (10) days after 

acceptance.  All contributions received by a deputy treasurer or 

agent of the committee, including the candidate, on behalf of a 

committee shall be provided to the treasurer or, in the treasurer's 

absence, the deputy treasurer not later than five (5) days after 

receipt. 

(e)  Contributions deposited into a campaign account shall not 

be transferred into any other campaign account. 

(f)  A committee shall be required to disclose the location of 

its campaign account or accounts to the Commission. 

SECTION 2.     AMENDATORY     Rule 257:10-1-20 of the Rules of 

the Ethics Commission (74 O.S. Supp. 2006, Chapter 62, App.), is 

amended to read as follows: 

Rule 257:10-1-20.  (a)  Candidate committees. 
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 (1)  Use of campaign contributions.  Contributions accepted by a 

candidate committee may not be converted by any person to any 

personal use, but shall only be used, together with any interest 

income earned on such contributions, to defray any campaign 

expenditures or any ordinary and necessary nonreimbursed expenses 

incurred by the person in connection with his duties as a holder of 

the state office, including, but not limited to: 

(A)  payment of debts of a former election campaign of the same 

candidate, 

(B)  payment of expenses for use in a future election campaign 

of the same candidate, 

(C)  for political activity,  

(D)  for community activity or  

(E)  for nonreimbursed office related expenses campaign for the 

office which the candidate is seeking.   

Said contributions shall not be used for any other purposes 

except as permitted in Paragraph (3) of this subsection. 

(2)  Designation of use of surplus funds.  A candidate whose 

candidate committee has an unexpended balance of funds not otherwise 

obligated for the purposes purpose specified in Paragraph (1) of 

this subsection shall designate how the surplus funds are to be 

distributed.  Uses are limited to those included in Paragraph (3) of 

this subsection and shall be set forth on the committee's statement 

of organization.  Surplus funds may not be expended for any other 
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 purpose.  The designated use or uses for surplus funds may be 

changed by the candidate committee by filing an amended statement of 

organization, provided that no contributions received prior to the 

date the amended statement of organization is filed with the 

Commission may be used for the amended use or uses. 

(3)  Use of surplus funds.  The surplus funds may:  

(A) be deposited with the State Treasurer to the credit of 

the General Revenue Fund; 

(B) be returned to the contributors pursuant to any 

formula approved by the candidate; provided, any 

amount returned to a contributor shall not exceed the 

amount of the original contribution; or 

(C) (B) be contributed to a charitable organization; 

(D) be retained by the candidate or candidate committee 

for use in a future election for a six-year period 

following the General Election for the same or a 

different office; 

(E) be used to defend legal actions or proceedings arising 

out of the campaign, election, or the performance of 

the candidate's official duties as a state officer; 

provided that such funds shall not be used to defend 

criminal charges; 

(F) be used for a community activity; 

(G) be used for political activity; 



 
 

Req. No. 5169 Page 5

 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

 (H) be transferred to the state or local central committee 

of a political party; or 

(I) be distributed using a combination of these options. 

(b)  Other committees. 

(1)  Use of campaign contributions.  Contributions accepted by 

any committee, other than a candidate committee, may not be 

converted by any person to any personal use and shall only be used 

to defray any campaign expenditures and to further the committee's 

purposes campaign for the office which the candidate is seeking.  

Said contributions shall not be used for any other purposes except 

as permitted in Paragraph (2) or (3) of this subsection.  Such a 

committee with an unexpended balance of funds not otherwise 

obligated for the payment of expenses to further the committee's 

purposes shall designate how the surplus funds are to be disposed of 

on the committee's statement of organization.  Surplus funds may not 

be expended for any other purpose.  The designated use or uses for 

surplus funds may be changed by the committee by filing an amended 

statement of organization, provided that no contributions received 

prior to the date the amended statement of organization is filed 

with the Commission may be used for the amended use or uses. 

(2)  Use of surplus funds by committees supporting or opposing 

candidates.  Surplus funds of committees, other than candidate 

committees, formed solely to support or oppose candidates may be: 
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 (A) deposited with the State Treasurer to the credit of 

the General Revenue Fund; 

(B) returned to the contributors pursuant to any formula 

approved by the committee; provided, any amount 

returned to a contributor shall not exceed the amount 

of the original contribution; or 

(C) donated to another committee. 

(3)  Use of surplus funds by committees supporting or opposing 

ballot measures.  Surplus funds of committees formed to support or 

oppose ballot measures may be: 

(A) deposited with the State Treasurer to the credit of 

the General Revenue Fund; 

(B) returned to the contributors pursuant to any formula 

approved by the committee; provided, any amount 

returned to a contributor shall not exceed the amount 

of the original contribution; or 

(C) donated to other committees formed solely to support 

or oppose ballot measures; 

(D) (B) donated to a charitable organization; or 

(E) donated to a community activity. 

SECTION 3.  This act shall become effective November 1, 2007. 
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