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THE STATE SENATE 1 
Monday, April 2, 2007 2 

ENGROSSED 3 

House Bill No. 1455 4 

As Amended 5 

ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL NO. 1455 - By: JOHNSON (Rob), RENEGAR and 6 
HARRISON of the House and BRANAN and LERBLANCE of the Senate. 7 

[ waters and water rights - moratorium - Oklahoma Water 8 
Resources Board - effective date ] 9 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 10 

SECTION 1.     AMENDATORY     Section 1, Chapter 485, O.S.L. 11 

2002, as amended by Section 1, Chapter 392, O.S.L. 2004 (82 O.S. 12 

Supp. 2006, Section 1B), is amended to read as follows: 13 

Section 1B.  A.  In order to provide for the conservation, 14 

preservation, protection and optimum development and utilization of 15 

surface water and groundwater within Oklahoma, the Legislature 16 

hereby establishes a moratorium on the sale or exportation of 17 

surface water and/or groundwater outside this state pursuant to the 18 

provisions of this section.  Unless otherwise repealed or revoked by 19 

the Oklahoma Legislature, the moratorium shall be in effect for a 20 

five-year period beginning on the effective date of this act 21 

November 1, 2004, or until such time as the State of Oklahoma 22 

conducts and completes a comprehensive scientific hydrological study 23 

of the water resources of this state. 24 
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B.  Subject to the moratorium set by subsection A of this 1 

section, no state agency, authority, board, commission, committee, 2 

department, trust or other instrumentality of this state or 3 

political subdivision thereof, nor elected or appointed officer, 4 

member of any governing body or other person designated to act for 5 

an agency or on behalf of the state, or a political subdivision 6 

thereof shall contract for the sale or exportation of surface water 7 

or groundwater outside the state, or sell or export surface water or 8 

groundwater outside the state without the consent of the Oklahoma 9 

Legislature specifically authorizing such sale or export of water. 10 

C.  Nothing in this section shall be construed as affecting or 11 

intending to affect: 12 

1.  Any contract for the sale or exportation of surface water or 13 

groundwater outside the state executed prior to the effective date 14 

of this act which has received legislative approval or was executed 15 

pursuant to law, provided such sale or exportation of surface water 16 

or groundwater does not exceed eight million (8,000,000) gallons of 17 

water per month; or 18 

2.  Water contained in agricultural crops, animal and dairy 19 

products, beverages, or processed or manufactured products or to 20 

products transported in cans, bottles, packages, kegs, or barrels. 21 

D.  In addition to the moratorium set by subsection A of this 22 

section and notwithstanding the provisions of Section 1086.1 of this 23 
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title, the Oklahoma Water Resources Board shall not issue to any 1 

person, corporation or public entity a permit authorizing the 2 

transfer of water out-of-state from any watershed area until such 3 

time as the State of Oklahoma conducts and completes the Oklahoma 4 

Comprehensive Scientific Hydrological Study of the water resources 5 

of this state.  The Board shall reject any pending permit 6 

applications pursuant to this subsection.  The time period for the 7 

moratorium created by this subsection shall concur with the time 8 

period for the moratorium created in subsection A of this section or 9 

until the conditions as set forth in this section are met. 10 

SECTION 2.     AMENDATORY     82 O.S. 2001, Section 1085.1, as 11 

amended by Section 24, Chapter 375, O.S.L. 2002 (82 O.S. Supp. 2006, 12 

Section 1085.1), is amended to read as follows: 13 

Section 1085.1  A.  There is hereby created the Oklahoma Water 14 

Resources Board, hereinafter referred to as the Board, consisting of 15 

nine (9) members to be appointed by the Governor, by and with the 16 

advice and consent of the Senate.  The Board shall constitute a body 17 

corporate and politic and an instrumentality, agency and department 18 

of the State of Oklahoma, and exercise by the Board of the powers 19 

conferred by this act shall be deemed and shall be held to be an 20 

essential governmental function of the State of Oklahoma.  One 21 

member shall be appointed for a term of one (1) year; one member 22 

shall be appointed for a term of two (2) years; one member shall be 23 
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appointed for a term of three (3) years; one member shall be 1 

appointed for a term of four (4) years; one member shall be 2 

appointed for a term of five (5) years; two members shall be 3 

appointed for a term of six (6) years; and two members shall be 4 

appointed for a term of seven (7) years.  Upon the expiration of 5 

said terms, their successors shall be appointed for terms of seven 6 

(7) years.  One member shall be appointed from each of the 7 

congressional districts of this state and the remaining members 8 

shall be appointed at large.  However, when congressional districts 9 

are redrawn then each member appointed prior to July 1 of the year 10 

in which such modification becomes effective shall complete the 11 

current term of office and appointments made after July 1 of the 12 

year in which such modification becomes effective shall be based on 13 

the redrawn districts.  Appointments made after July 1 of the year 14 

in which such modification becomes effective shall be from any 15 

redrawn districts which are not represented by a board member until 16 

such time as each of the modified congressional districts are 17 

represented by a board member.  Each member shall be a qualified 18 

elector of this state.  At all times the membership of the Board 19 

shall have represented on it at least one member well versed in each 20 

of the following major types of water use:  recreational, 21 

industrial, irrigational, municipal, rural residential, 22 

agricultural, independent oil and gas exploration and production 23 
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interests, and soil conservation work.  Not more than two members 1 

may be selected representing any one of the major types of water 2 

use.  The Board shall meet at least once each month.  The members of 3 

the Board may be removed only for cause.  Whenever a vacancy shall 4 

occur, the Governor shall appoint a qualified person to fill the 5 

unexpired term of the vacant office.  Each member of the Board upon 6 

entering upon his duties shall take and subscribe to the 7 

constitutional and statutory oath of office and file the same with 8 

the Secretary of State. 9 

B.  The Board shall organize annually by electing a chairman, 10 

vice-chairman, and secretary from the membership of the Board, who 11 

shall perform such duties as shall be prescribed by the Board. 12 

SECTION 3.  This act shall become effective November 1, 2007. 13 

COMMITTEE REPORT BY: COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT, dated 14 
3-29-07 - DO PASS, As Amended and Coauthored. 15 
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