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 STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
 

1st Session of the 51st Legislature (2007) 
 

SENATE CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTION 40 By: Johnson (Constance) of the 

Senate 
 
   and 
 
  Pittman of the House 
 
 
 
 
 

AS INTRODUCED 
 

A Concurrent Resolution declaring May 24, 2007, 
“Infant Mortality Educational Awareness Day” in the 
State of Oklahoma; expressing support for Healthy 
Start initiatives; and directing distribution. 
 
 
 
 

WHEREAS, Oklahoma ranks 43rd nationally in infant mortality, 

with only seven states reporting more infant deaths per 1,000 live 

births.  In an average week in Oklahoma, eight babies die before 

their first birthday; and 

WHEREAS, there exists perplexing racial disparities in birth 

weight and preterm deliveries, both of which are higher among 

African American infants and women.  African American babies are 

twice as likely to experience low birth weight and twice as likely 

to die in their first year of life; and 

WHEREAS, Central Oklahoma Healthy Start and Tulsa Healthy Start 

Programs are national initiatives whose goal is to reduce infant 
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 mortality in Oklahoma.  The programs provide direct outreach and 

recruitment, care management, health education services, screening 

and referral for maternal depression, and interconceptional 

continuity for care through the infant’s second year. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE 1ST SESSION 

OF THE 51ST OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

CONCURRING THEREIN: 

THAT the Oklahoma State Legislature declares May 24, 2007, 

“Infant Mortality Educational Awareness Day” in the State of 

Oklahoma. 

THAT the Oklahoma State Legislature further expresses its 

support for Healthy Start initiatives that give all babies a chance 

for a healthy life and that improve the health and well-being of 

women, infants, children and their families. 

THAT a copy of this resolution be distributed to the Oklahoma 

State Secretary of Health; Mrs. Rosalyn Johnson, Chief Executive 

Officer of Community Health Centers, Incorporated; Mr. Gary Cox JD, 

Director of the Tulsa Health Department; and the directors of the 

Central Oklahoma Healthy Start Program and the Tulsa Healthy Start 

Program. 
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