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 STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
 

1st Session of the 51st Legislature (2007) 
 

SENATE CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTION 39 By: Paddack and Morgan of the 

Senate 
 

and 
 

Jones of the House 
 
 
 
 
 

AS INTRODUCED 
 

A Concurrent Resolution requesting the Oklahoma State 
Regents for Higher Education to conduct a study and 
make recommendations by certain date; providing for 
issues of study; providing for certain input and 
public hearing; and directing distribution. 
 
 
 
 
 

WHEREAS, a July 2005 United States Government Accountability 

Office (GAO) investigation found that college textbook prices have 

increased at twice the rate of inflation over the last two decades; 

and 

WHEREAS, the GAO report found that college textbook prices have 

nearly tripled from 1986 to 2004, increasing by 186 percent, an 

average of six percent per year, while tuition and fees increased by 

240 percent and overall inflation grew by 72 percent; and 

WHEREAS, the GAO report found that over Six Billion Dollars 

($6,000,000,000.00) was spent in total on new and used textbooks and 
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 on average, students at two-year and four-year colleges spent nearly 

$900 on books and supplies during the 2003-2004 academic year; and 

WHEREAS, textbook publishers are increasingly utilizing the 

practice of “bundling” textbooks with supplemental materials such as 

workbooks, computer software and website access, which increases the 

cost; and 

WHEREAS, textbook publishers are revising textbooks more 

frequently with only minor changes from previous versions, thereby 

limiting the opportunity students have to reduce their costs by 

purchasing used textbooks and selling their textbooks back to 

bookstores at the end of the term; and 

WHEREAS, textbook publishers are increasingly marketing 

customized textbooks to faculty, which can be more expensive and 

more difficult for students to sell back to bookstores; and 

WHEREAS, alternatives to traditional textbooks are now available 

due to technological innovations and should be considered when 

appropriate, such as electronic textbooks, which provide password-

protected access to an online version of a textbook, and open-source 

textbook publishing, which integrates academic content with a web-

based, print-on-demand technology; and 

WHEREAS, Section 3240 of Title 70 of the Oklahoma Statutes was 

enacted in 1994 to provide for the establishment of a system for the 

rental and distribution of textbooks. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE 1ST SESSION 

OF THE 51ST OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

CONCURRING THEREIN: 

THAT the Legislature requests the Oklahoma State Regents for 

Higher Education to conduct a study of college textbook policies and 

make recommendations to the President Pro Tempore of the Oklahoma 

Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by January 1, 

2008. 

THAT the study shall address the issues presented in this 

resolution, including input from faculty and students and a public 

hearing on the matter. 

THAT copies of this resolution be distributed to the Chancellor 

of the Oklahoma State System of Higher Education and to the Chairman 

of the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education. 
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