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STATE OF OKLAHOMA
lst Session of the 51st Legislature (2007)

HOUSE
RESOLUTION 1006 By: Blackwell

AS INTRODUCED

A Resolution proclaiming March 2 as Read Across
America Day; recognizing the Read Across America
program as a valuable service to this state; and
commending the Read Across America Program for its
commitment to excellence in education and child
literacy.

WHEREAS, the Oklahoma Education Association (OEA), in
cooperation with the National Education Association and the Seuss
family characters, is in its 10th year of sponsoring Read Across
America in Oklahoma; and

WHEREAS, Read Across America’s nationwide reading celebration is
held each year on March 2, in honor of Dr. Seuss’s birthday; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Seuss epitomizes a love of learning, and his use of
rhyme makes his books an effective tool for teaching young children
basic reading skills; and

WHEREAS, the OEA and its members have conducted Read Across
America activities each year, ranging from Main Street parades in

Wetumka to Highway Patrol escorts in Woodward, to Read Across
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America “Cat A Van” on Route 66 to reading programs with the Boys
and Girls Club of Oklahoma County; and

WHEREAS, the Christmas Connection donates over 2,500 books to
public school libraries through Read Across America; and

WHEREAS, Saturn of OKC has donated over $6,000 to Read Across
America through the Reading Challenge in public schools; and

WHEREAS, the OEA Dr. Seuss characters see over 35,000 public
school students each year at the school sites to promote the act of
reading; and

WHEREAS, many public figures have served as Read Across America
honorary chairs, including OU head football coach Bob Stoops; OSU
men’s basketball head coach Eddie Sutton; OU women'’s basketball
coach Sherri Coale; Governor Brad Henry and First Lady Kim Henry;
Native American Chiefs Kelly Haney, Bill Anocatubby, Chad Smith, and
Gregory Pyle; Heisman Trophy winner Jason White; and Lieutenant
Governor Jari Askins; and

WHEREAS, literacy in Oklahoma has been encouraged and enhanced
by Read Across America in front of crowds of public school students
as large as 2,400 and as small as 20; and

WHEREAS, Oklahoma’s Read Across America program is recognized as
one of the best in America.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

OF THE 1ST SESSION OF THE 51ST OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE:
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THAT the Oklahoma House of Representatives proclaims March 2,
2007, as Read Across America Day.

THAT the Read Across America program provides a valuable service
to the people of Oklahoma by encouraging our youth to celebrate the
joy of reading.

THAT the Oklahoma House of Representatives commends the Read
Across America program for its commitment to excellence in education

and raising awareness of child literacy.

51-1-7404 JJB 02/28/07
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