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AMEND TITLE TO CONFORM TO AMENDMENTS 
 
  Amendment submitted by:  
Adopted: _____________________________ 
 
______________________________________ 
                         Reading Clerk 
 

AMENDMENT 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

State of Oklahoma 
 
 SPEAKER:  
 
 CHAIR:  
 
I move to amend  SB990                                          
           Of the printed Bill 
Page    _          Section    _           Lines    _                     
              Of the Engrossed Bill 
 
 
By striking the entire bill, and by inserting in lieu thereof the 
following language: 
 
(see attached) 
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STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
 

1st Session of the 51st Legislature (2007) 
 
FLOOR SUBSTITUTE 
FOR 
SENATE BILL NO. 990 By: McMullen 
 
 
 
 
 

FLOOR SUBSTITUTE 
 

An Act directing the Secretary of State to refer to the 
people for their approval or rejection a proposed amendment 
to the Constitution of the State of Oklahoma by adding new 
Section 11F to Article V; which relate to legislative 
apportionment; creating short title; defining terms; 
establishing preparation for redistricting; creating 
Independent Redistricting Commission; providing for 
composition and qualification of commission members; 
providing for appointments; designating chair; providing 
for selection of vice-chair; providing for filling of 
vacancies; providing for a quorum to conduct business; 
establishing duties and powers of Commission; providing for 
mapping process; making certain maps confidential; 
providing for public comment; making section self-
executing; providing for office space and expenses; 
providing for travel reimbursement; prohibiting employees 
of the State Election Board from taking certain action; 
establishing criteria for judicial redistricting; repealing 
Sections 11A, 11B, 11C, 11D and 11E of the Constitution of 
the State of Oklahoma; providing ballot title; and 
directing filing. 
 
 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.  The Secretary of State shall refer to the people for their 

approval or rejection, as and in the manner provided by law, the following 

proposed amendment to the Constitution of the State of Oklahoma by adding 

a new Sections 11F to Article V thereof, to read as follows: 
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A.  This act shall be known and may be cited as the “Development of 

Effective Mechanisms for Obtaining Citizen’s Rights to Accurately Choose 

for Yourself (DEMOCRACY) Act”. 

B.  As used in this act, unless the context requires otherwise:  

1.  “Appointed member” shall be defined as retired judges appointed to 

the four positions reserved for appointment by the statewide elected 

officials.  The Secretary of the State Election Board and the chairs or 

designees of the two most prominent political parties are not included in 

the definition of an “appointed member”; 

2.  “Competitive district” shall be defined as a district in which two 

hypothetically identical candidates of the two most prominent political 

parties in Oklahoma running evenly financed and competent campaigns would 

achieve a tie if such an election were held; 

3.  “Equal population” shall be defined as a population as close to the 

ideal as is practicable, given the ability to meet other neutral 

redistricting criteria but not to exceed a total range of ten points 

around the ideal population; 

    4.  “Prominent political party” shall be defined as a political party 

whose gubernatorial candidate comes in first or second in the number of 

votes received among party candidates in the most recent general election.  

The term shall exclude unaffiliated or independent candidates; and 

5.  “Retired judge” shall be defined as a former member of the 

Oklahoma Supreme Court, Oklahoma Court of Criminal Appeals, Oklahoma Court 

of Civil Appeals or any federal court at or above the United States 
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District Court, Circuit Court of Appeals, U.S. Supreme Court, who was not 

removed from office. 

C.  On the first Monday in March of each year that ends in the number 

one (1), an Independent Redistricting Commission shall be established and 

shall convene to begin the process of providing for the redistricting of 

Congressional, state legislative, and judicial districts.  The Independent 

Redistricting Commission shall consist of seven (7) members.  No more than 

three appointed members shall be members of one of the two most prominent 

political parties in Oklahoma.  Each member shall have been an Oklahoma 

resident for at least seven (7) years.  No appointed member shall reside 

in the same county as any other appointed member.  Each appointed member 

shall be a registered Oklahoma voter who has been continuously registered 

with the same political affiliation for ten (10) or more years immediately 

preceding appointment, who is committed to applying the provisions of this 

section in an independent and impartial fashion and to upholding public 

confidence in the integrity of the redistricting process.  Within the five 

(5) years previous to appointment, members shall not have served as a 

registered lobbyist.  

D.  The chair of the Independent Redistricting Commission shall be the 

Secretary of the State Election Board and shall be a nonvoting member.  

The six voting members shall be retired judges, three of which were 

appointed as judges by a governor or a President of the United States of 

the most prominent political party in the State of Oklahoma.  The other 

three were appointed as judges by a governor or a President of the United 

States of the second most prominent political party in the State of 
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Oklahoma.  Appointments shall be made no earlier than the first day of 

January in years ending in the number one (1) and shall be made in the 

following order:  By the first Friday in January in years ending in the 

number one (1), the Governor of Oklahoma shall appoint one retired judge 

as a member of the Independent Redistricting Commission.  The Oklahoma 

Lieutenant Governor shall have seven (7) calendar days following the 

appointment by the Governor to appoint one retired judge as a member of 

the Independent Redistricting Commission.  The Oklahoma Attorney General 

shall have seven (7) calendar days following the appointment by the 

Lieutenant Governor to appoint one retired judge as a member of the 

Independent Redistricting Commission.  The State Treasurer shall have 

seven (7) calendar days following the appointment by the Attorney General 

to appoint a retired judge as a member of the Independent Redistricting 

Commission.  The State Auditor and Inspector shall have seven (7) calendar 

days following the appointment of the State Treasurer to appoint a retired 

judge as a member of the Independent Redistricting Commission.  The 

Superintendent of Public Instruction shall have seven (7) calendar days 

following the appointment by the State Auditor and Inspector to appoint a 

retired judge as a member of the Independent Redistricting Commission.  

Those making appointments shall strive for political balance and fairness.  

Any official who fails to make an appointment within the specified time 

period shall forfeit the appointment privilege.  In the event an official 

fails to make an appointment within the specified time period, his or her 

appointment privilege shall reside with the Supreme Court of the State of 

Oklahoma, which shall fill any existing vacancies no earlier than the 



 SB990 FA1 McMullenRy-RM 
 4/21/2007 9:25:32 am 

Ryan McMullen 

third Friday in February and no later than the last day in February of 

years ending in the number one (1).  

E..  At a meeting called by the Secretary of the State Election Board, 

the six voting members of the Independent Redistricting Commission shall 

select by majority vote one of their members to serve as vice-chair.  

F. After having been served written notice and provided with an 

opportunity for a response, a member of the Independent Redistricting 

Commission may be removed by the Governor, with the concurrence of two-

thirds (2/3) vote of the Senate and two-thirds (2/3) vote of the House, 

for substantial neglect of duty, gross misconduct in office, or inability 

to discharge the duties of office.  

G.  If any of the six appointed members do not complete the term of 

office for any reason, a replacement shall be appointed by the current 

holder of the office designated to make the original appointment.  All 

appointments shall comply with the requirements established in this act.  

If the appointment of a replacement commissioner is not made within thirty 

(30) days of the vacancy, the Supreme Court of the State of Oklahoma shall 

make the appointment based on the same requirements used in selecting the 

original commissioner, striving for political balance and fairness.  The 

newly appointed commissioner shall serve out the remainder of the original 

term.  

H.  Four commissioners, excluding the chair, constitute a quorum.  

Four or more affirmative votes are required for any official action.  

I.  A commissioner, other than the chair, during the commissioner's 

term of office and for ten (10) years thereafter, shall be ineligible for 
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registration as a lobbyist, shall be ineligible to file as a candidate for 

the Oklahoma Legislature and shall voluntarily waive his or her right to 

file as a candidate for the United States House of Representatives.  

J.  The Independent Redistricting Commission shall establish judicial, 

legislative, and congressional districts.  The commencement of the mapping 

process for both the Congressional and legislative districts shall be the 

creation of districts of equal population distribution in a grid-like 

pattern across the state.  Adjustments to the grid shall then be made as 

necessary to accommodate the goals as set forth below, in order of 

priority: 

1.  Districts shall comply with the United States Constitution and all 

applicable aspects of federal law; 

2.  The Independent Redistricting Commission shall maximize the number 

of competitive districts created, where to do so would create no 

significant detriment to the aforementioned laws.  A minimal number of 

districts may be drawn to be significantly uncompetitive in order to 

maximize the number of competitive districts; 

3.  Congressional districts shall have perfectly equal population to 

the extent practicable and state legislative districts shall have equal 

population to the extent practicable; 

4.  District boundaries shall respect communities of interests and 

historical district boundaries to the extent practicable; 

5.  Districts shall be geographically compact and contiguous to the 

extent practicable; and 
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6.  To the extent practicable, district lines shall use visible 

geographic features, cities, town and county boundaries, and undivided 

census tracts. 

K.  The Independent Redistricting Commission shall be responsible for 

establishing the lines for District Judges and District Attorneys and 

shall use the following criteria, in order of priority to establish said 

districts: 

1.  Judicial districts shall be drawn along county political 

boundaries; 

2.  District boundaries shall be drawn in such a way as to strive for 

comparable population and caseloads among districts; 

3.  Judicial districts and District Attorney districts should be drawn 

along the same lines where possible; 

4.  District boundaries shall respect communities of interests and 

historical district boundaries to the extent practicable; 

L. The Independent Redistricting Commission shall review Judicial 

districts and District Attorney districts in all years ending in 1 and 

shall adjust said districts in accordance with the criteria in this 

section. 

M.  Party registration and voting history data shall be excluded from 

the initial phase of the mapping process, but shall be used to modify maps 

for compliance with the above goals.  The places of residence of 

incumbents or candidates for Congressional and legislative districts shall 

not be identified or considered. The residence of incumbent judges and 
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district attorneys may be taken into account by the Independent 

Redistricting Commission; 

N.  Any and all draft maps of Congressional districts, legislative 

districts, and judicial districts shall remain confidential until such 

time when the Independent Redistricting Commission shall establish a final 

draft of district boundaries.  At such time as a final draft is approved 

by a majority of commissioners, excluding the chair, the draft shall be 

presented to the public for comment, which comments shall be taken for at 

least fifteen (15) days and no more than thirty (30) days.  The 

Independent Redistricting Commission may take public comment into account 

for final revisions.  The Independent Redistricting Commission shall then 

establish final district boundaries by a majority vote of commissioners no 

later than the first Friday in December of years ending in the number one 

(1).  In the event of failure to achieve majority, the Oklahoma Supreme 

Court shall draw Congressional and legislative districts in accordance 

with this act. 

O.  The provisions regarding this section are self-executing. The 

Independent Redistricting Commission shall certify to the Secretary of 

State the establishment of legislative and congressional districts.  

P.  The Secretary of the State Election Board shall make adequate 

office space available for the Independent Redistricting Commission.  In 

years ending in the number eight (8) or nine (9) after the year 2007, the 

Secretary of the State Election Board shall submit to the Legislature a 

recommendation for an appropriation for adequate redistricting expenses 

and shall make available adequate office space for the operation of the 



 SB990 FA1 McMullenRy-RM 
 4/21/2007 9:25:32 am 

Ryan McMullen 

Independent Redistricting Commission.  The Legislature shall make the 

necessary appropriation by a majority vote.  If the Legislature fails to 

make the necessary appropriation, half of the requested appropriation 

shall be taken from the operating budget of the Oklahoma House of 

Representatives and half shall be taken from the operating budget of the 

Oklahoma Senate to be used for the Independent Redistricting Commission.  

Unused monies shall be returned to the General Revenue Fund of the State 

of Oklahoma. 

Q.  The Independent Redistricting Commission, with fiscal oversight 

from the Secretary of the State Election Board, shall have procurement and 

contracting authority and may hire staff and consultants for the purposes 

of this section, including legal representation.  

R.  The Independent Redistricting Commission shall have standing in 

legal actions regarding the redistricting plan and the adequacy of 

resources provided for the operation of the Independent Redistricting 

Commission.  The Independent Redistricting Commission shall have sole 

authority to determine whether the Oklahoma Attorney General or counsel 

hired or selected by the Independent Redistricting Commission shall 

represent the people of Oklahoma in the legal defense of a redistricting 

plan. 

S.  Members of the Independent Redistricting Commission are eligible 

for reimbursement of mileage and expenses pursuant to the State Travel 

Reimbursement Act.  No other compensation shall be provided to members of 

the Independent Redistricting Commission. 
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T.  Employees of the Secretary of the State Election Board shall not 

influence or attempt to influence the district-mapping decisions of the 

Independent Redistricting Committee. 

U.  Each commissioner’s duties established by this section expire upon 

the appointment of the first member of the next Independent Redistricting 

Commission.  The Independent Redistricting Commission shall not meet or 

accrue expenses after the redistricting plan is completed, except if 

litigation or any government approval of the plan is pending, or to revise 

districts if required by court decisions or if the number of Congressional 

or legislative districts is changed. 

SECTION 2.  The Secretary of State shall refer to the people for their 

approval or rejection, as and in the manner provided by law, the repeal of 

Sections 11A, 11B, 11C, 11D and 11E of the Constitution of the State of 

Oklahoma which relates to legislative apportionment. 

SECTION 3.  The Ballot Title for the proposed Constitutional 

amendments as set forth in SECTIONS 1 and 2 of this act shall be in the 

following form: 

BALLOT TITLE 

Legislative Referendum No. ____ State Question No. ____ 

THE GIST OF THE PROPOSITION IS AS FOLLOWS: 

This measure amends the Oklahoma Constitution. It amends Article 5.  

This Article deals with legislative apportionment.  Section 11 of 

Article 5 provides for Legislative Apportionment.  This measure would 

repeal the current Legislative Apportionment procedure.  If this 

measure passes, it would create an Independent Redistricting 
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Commission which would control the redistricting and apportionment of 

legislative, Congressional and judicial districts. 

SHALL THE PROPOSAL BE APPROVED? 

FOR THE PROPOSAL — YES _____________ 

AGAINST THE PROPOSAL — NO  _____________ 

SECTION 4.  The Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives, immediately 
after the passage of this act, shall prepare and file one copy thereof, 
including the Ballot Title set forth in SECTION 3 hereof, with the 
Secretary of State and one copy with the Attorney General.  
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


