ENROLLED SENATE
RESOLUTION NO. 33 By: Rabon, Wyrick, Lerblance,
Coates and Nichols

A Resolution supporting Farm Service Agency offices
in all five counties where they are scheduled for
possible closure or consolidation; urging public
participation; and directing distribution.

WHEREAS, the Farm Service Agency (FSA) is the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA) agency that is the result of a
merger of several agencies such as the Agricultural Stabilization
and Conservation Service (ASCS) and the Farmers Home Administration.
The Farm Service Agency is tasked with the implementation of farm
conservation and regulation laws around the country. The Director
of the Farm Service Agency reports to the United States Secretary of
Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency in each state is headed by a
State Executive Director; and

WHEREAS, earlier this month the Oklahoma Farm Service Agency
scheduled a series of public meetings in five Oklahoma counties to
discuss proposed plans to close or consolidate offices in the
following counties: Seminole, Cleveland, Haskell, Delaware and
Pushmataha. These meetings will be the only opportunity for public
participation on the plan to restructure the Oklahoma Farm Service
Agency; and

WHEREAS, according to the Farm Service Agency, reduced budgets
have required the Farm Service Agency to reconsider the procedures
under which it operates and supposedly necessitates closure or
consolidation of some county offices in Oklahoma; and

WHEREAS, the Farm Service Agency plays a vital role in
stabilizing farm income, helping farmers conserve land and water
resources, providing credit to new or disadvantaged farmers and



ranchers, and helping farm operations recover from the effects of
disaster. The closure or consolidation of any of the county offices
would constitute a hardship for the farmers and ranchers of the
affected counties.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE 1ST SESSION
OF THE 51ST OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE:

THAT the Oklahoma State Senate supports Farm Service Agency
offices in all five counties where they are scheduled for possible
closure or consolidation and urges that none of the offices be
closed or consolidated.

THAT the Oklahoma State Senate urges the citizens of the
affected counties to participate in the local public meetings and
voice their concern.

THAT a copy of this resolution be distributed to Jim Reese,
State Executive Director for the Oklahoma Farm Service Agency, and

members of Oklahoma’s congressional delegation.

Adopted by the Senate the 25th day of April, 2007.

Presiding Officer of the Senate
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