ENROLLED SENATE
CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION NO.

34

By:

Corn, Adelson, Aldridge, Anderson,
Ballenger, Barrington, Bass,
Bingman, Branan, Brogdon, Brown,
Burrage, Coates, Coffee, Crain,
Crutchfield, Easley, Eason
McIntyre, Ford, Garrison, Gumm,
Ivester, Johnson (Constance),
Johnson (Mike), Jolley, Justice,
Lamb, Laster, Laughlin, Leftwich,
Lerblance, Mazzei, Morgan, Myers,
Nichols, Paddack, Rabon, Reynolds,
Rice, Riley, Schulz, Sparks,
Sweeden, Sykes, Wilcoxson,
Williamson, Wilson and Wyrick of
the Senate

and

Smithson, Adkins, Armes, Auffet,
Banz, Benge, BigHorse, Billy,
Blackwell, Braddock, Brannon,
Brown, Cannaday, Carey, Cargill,
Collins, Coody, Cooksey, Covey,
Cox, Dank, Denney, Derby, DeWitt,
Dorman, Duncan, Ellis, Enns,
Faught, Gilbert, Glenn, Hamilton,
Harrison, Hickman, Hilliard,
Hoskin, Hyman, Ingmire, Inman,
Jackson, Jett, Johnson (Dennis),
Johnson (Rob), Jones, Jordan,
Joyner, Kern, Key, Kiesel, Lamons,
Liebmann, Lindley, Luttrell,
Martin (Scott), Martin (Steve),
McAffrey, McCarter, McCullough,
McDaniel (Jeannie), McDaniel
(Randy), McMullen, McNiel, McPeak,
Miller, Morgan, Morrissette,
Murphey, Nations, Peters, Peterson
(Pam), Peterson (Ron), Piatt,
Pittman, Proctor, Pruett, Renegar,



Reynolds, Richardson, Roan,
Rousselot, Schwartz, Sears,
Shannon, Shelton, Sherrer,
Shoemake, Shumate, Steele,
Sullivan, Terrill, Thompson,
Thomsen, Tibbs, Trebilcock,
Turner, Walker, Watson,
Wesselhoft, Winchester, Worthen
and Wright of the House

A Concurrent Resolution praising the life and bravery
of Corporal Josh Pickard, USMC; mourning his loss;
and directing distribution.

WHEREAS, Joshua D. Pickard was born in Los Banos, California, on
May 21, 1986. He grew up in the Merced, California, area but spent
many summers in Miller Ridge, a Sequoyah County community northeast
of Sallisaw, Oklahoma. Josh Pickard is the great-grandson of the
late Clay and Lill Pickard and the late Marvin and Vinnie
(Lattimore) Amos, all of the Miller Ridge community. His paternal
grandparents are Lawrence and Betty Pickard of Miller Ridge; and

WHEREAS, Josh Pickard enlisted in the United States Marine Corps
in January 2004 and reported to Marine Corps Recruit Depot, San
Diego, California, where he was assigned to the 2nd Recruit Training
Battalion, E Company. He graduated in January 2005 and reported to
Marine Combat Training at Camp Pendleton, California. Following
graduation he was assigned to Assault Amphibious Vehicle (AAV)
School where he earned his military occupational specialty as an AAV
crewman. He was then assigned to A Company, 2nd Assault Amphibian
Battalion at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina. From September 2005
through April 2006, he was deployed in support of Operation Iragi
Freedom. Returning from that deployment, he volunteered to deploy
again to Iraq with B Company; and
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WHEREAS, while on leave last spring after his first tour in
Iraqg, Corporal Pickard visited Allan Peterson Elementary School near
his home to explain his role in Irag. He also visited McSwain
Elementary School where he had been a student, spoke to a third-
grade class, and became a pen pal. Upon his death, the class
members sent letters of condolence to his family; and

WHEREAS, Corporal Joshua D. Pickard, United States Marine Corps,
was killed in late December 2006, while conducting combat operations
in al Anbar Province, Irag. Corporal Pickard was shot by a sniper
near Fallouja, west of Baghdad, during his second deployment. The
20-year-old Marine Corporal was an amphibious assault vehicle driver
assigned to the 2nd Assault Amphibian Battalion, 2nd Marine
Division, 2nd Marine Expeditionary Force at Camp Lejeune, North
Carolina; and

WHEREAS, friends and relatives described Josh as an adventurous,
easygoing, outdoor type of guy who loved snowboarding, wakeboarding,
four-wheeling, hunting, and wrestling. He once won a bet by chewing
more than 50 pieces of gum at the same time. His friends always
enjoyed watching him dance. Josh is believed to have toilet papered
the house of a teacher who lived next door to him. His high school
football coach described Josh, who played defensive tackle, as “not
the best player in the world, but he made up for it with tenacity”.
As a young child he was always respectful and responsible. What
others saw as work, Josh regarded as enjoyment. He cared about
others, was a friend to all, with a good word to say about everyone;
and

WHEREAS, CNN News interviewed teachers at McSwain Elementary
School after his death, and the Vermont General Assembly introduced
House Concurrent Resolution 17 in memory of Iragq war dead, listing
his name with all the other American military personnel who died in
Iraq from December 20, 2005, to December 29, 2006; and

WHEREAS, Corporal Joshua Pickard’s awards include the Purple
Heart, Combat Action Ribbon, National Defense Service Medal, Iraqg
Campaign Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, and Sea
Service Deployment Ribbon. The Board of County Commissioners of
Sequoyah County named a road in memory of Corporal Joshua D. Pickard
on March 12, 2007.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE 1ST SESSION
OF THE 51ST OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
CONCURRING THEREIN:

THAT the Oklahoma State Legislature praises the life and bravery
of Corporal Joshua D. Pickard, United States Marine Corps, and the
ultimate sacrifice he made for our nation.

THAT the Oklahoma State Legislature joins with the family and
friends, fellow military comrades, and all who knew or were touched
by him in mourning the loss of this gallant young hero.

THAT a copy of this resolution be distributed to Judge A.J.
Henshaw; Josh Pickard’s paternal grandparents, Lawrence and Betty

Pickard; and the Board of County Commissioners of Sequoyah County.

Adopted by the Senate the 16th day of May, 2007.

Presiding Officer of the Senate

Adopted by the House of Representatives the 17th day of May,
2007.

Presiding Officer of the House
of Representatives
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