
ENROLLED HOUSE 
CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTION NO. 1023 By: Sullivan, Adkins, Armes, Auffet, Banz, 

Benge, BigHorse, Billy, Blackwell, 
Braddock, Brannon, Brown, Cannaday, 
Carey, Cargill, Collins, Coody, 
Cooksey, Covey, Cox, Dank, Denney, 
Derby, DeWitt, Dorman, Duncan, Ellis, 
Enns, Faught, Gilbert, Glenn, 
Hamilton, Harrison, Hickman, Hilliard, 
Hoskin, Hyman, Ingmire, Inman, 
Jackson, Jett, Johnson (Dennis), 
Johnson (Rob), Jones, Jordan, Joyner, 
Kern, Key, Kiesel, Lamons, Liebmann, 
Lindley, Luttrell, Martin (Scott), 
Martin (Steve), McAffrey, McCarter, 
McCullough, McDaniel (Jeannie), 
McDaniel (Randy), McMullen, McNiel, 
McPeak, Miller, Morgan, Morrissette, 
Murphey, Nations, Peters, Peterson 
(Pam), Peterson (Ron), Piatt, Pittman, 
Proctor, Pruett, Renegar, Reynolds, 
Richardson, Roan, Rousselot, Schwartz, 
Sears, Shannon, Shelton, Sherrer, 
Shoemake, Shumate, Smithson, Steele, 
Terrill, Thompson, Thomsen, Tibbs, 
Trebilcock, Turner, Walker, Watson, 
Wesselhoft, Winchester, Worthen and 
Wright of the House  

 
      and 
 

Williamson, Adelson, Aldridge, 
Anderson, Ballenger, Barrington, Bass, 
Bingman, Branan, Brogdon, Brown, 
Burrage, Coates, Coffee, Corn, Crain, 
Crutchfield, Easley, Eason McIntyre, 
Ford, Garrison, Gumm, Ivester, Johnson 
(Constance), Johnson (Mike), Jolley, 
Justice, Lamb, Laster, Laughlin, 
Leftwich, Lerblance, Mazzei, Morgan, 
Myers, Nichols, Paddack, Rabon, 
Reynolds, Rice, Riley, Schulz, Sparks, 
Sweeden, Sykes, Wilcoxson, Wilson and 
Wyrick of the Senate 
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A Concurrent Resolution praising Colonel James E. 
Swett for his leadership and service; expressing 
appreciation; and directing distribution. 
 
 
 
 

WHEREAS, 1st Lt. James E. Swett was a United States Marine Corps 
fighter pilot and ace during World War II; and 

 
WHEREAS, Lt. Swett served his first combat mission on April 7, 

1943; and  
 
WHEREAS, on this day, Lt. Swett acted as a division leader on a 

combat air patrol over the Russell Islands.  The four-plane division 
of F4F Wildcats he was leading was scrambled after other aircraft 
reported 150 planes approaching Ironbottom Sound, and intercepted a 
large formation of Japanese Aichi D3A dive bombers attacking Tulagi 
Harbor; and 

 
WHEREAS, when the fight became a general melee, Lt. Swett 

pursued three Vals diving on the harbor.  After shooting down two, 
and while taking fire from the rear gunner of the third, the left 
wing of his F4F was shot by U.S. antiaircraft fire directed at the 
Japanese.  Despite this, he shot down the third Val and turned 
toward a second formation of six Vals leaving the area; and 

 
WHEREAS, Lt. Swett repeatedly attacked the line of dive bombers, 

downing each in turn with short bursts.  He brought down four and 
was attacking a fifth when his ammunition was depleted, and he had 
his cockpit shot up by return fire.  Wounded, he decided to ditch 
his damaged fighter off Florida Island.  Though initially trapped in 
his cockpit, Lt. Swett extricated himself and was subsequently 
rescued in Tulagi Harbor after crash-landing his Wildcat; and 

 
WHEREAS, this feat made the 22-year-old Marine aviator an ace on 

his first combat mission; and 
 
WHEREAS, Lt. Swett was awarded the United States’ highest 

military decoration – the Medal of Honor – for his actions on that 
day; and  

 
WHEREAS, Lt. Swett’s Medal of Honor action was recreated in 2006 

using computer graphics for the History Channel series Dogfights; 
and 
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WHEREAS, Lt. Swett went on to serve a remarkable career in the 
United States Marine Corps, earning eight Distinguished Flying 
Crosses and two Purple Hearts, and retiring in the rank of Colonel. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

OF THE 1ST SESSION OF THE 51ST OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE, THE SENATE 
CONCURRING THEREIN: 

 
THAT the Oklahoma Legislature praises Colonel James E. Swett for 

his extraordinary leadership and distinguished service on April 7, 
1943, and for the duration of his career with the United States 
Marine Corps. 

 
THAT the Oklahoma Legislature expresses sincere appreciation to 

Colonel James E. Swett for his dedication to our country, and for 
his noble service in protecting the freedoms we enjoy.  

 
THAT a copy of this resolution be distributed to Colonel James 

E. Swett and his family. 
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Adopted by the House of Representatives the 21st day of March, 
2007. 
 
 
 

  
Presiding Officer of the House of 

 Representatives 
 
 

Adopted by the Senate the 22nd day of March, 2007. 
 
 
 

  
Presiding Officer of the Senate 
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