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ENGROSSED SENATE
CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION NO. 33

By:

Johnson (Mike), Justice, Adelson,
Aldridge, Anderson, Ballenger,
Barrington, Bass, Bingman,
Branan, Brogdon, Brown, Burrage,
Coates, Coffee, Corn, Crain,
Crutchfield, Easley, Eason
McIntyre, Ford, Garrison, Gumm,
Ivester, Johnson (Constance),
Jolley, Lamb, Laster, Laughlin,
Leftwich, Lerblance, Mazzei,
Morgan, Myers, Nichols, Paddack,
Rabon, Reynolds, Rice, Riley,
Schulz, Sparks, Sweeden, Sykes,
Wilcoxson, Williamson, Wilson and
Wyrick of the Senate

and

Richardson of the House

A Concurrent Resolution welcoming the National Bio
and Agro Defense Facility project site selection team
to Oklahoma; advising of the many opportunities
afforded by the Canadian County site; and directing

distribution.

WHEREAS, the United States Department of Homeland Security is

searching for a site to replace its aging, 60-year-old animal

disease research facility.

on the interaction between animal,

The new facility will conduct research

plant, and human diseases as the

first line of defense against bio/agro terrorist attacks; and

WHEREAS, the State of Oklahoma desires to participate in the

growth of the life sciences industry, which will benefit the state’s
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economy through new revenue sources, high-technology job creation,
and a new industry; and

WHEREAS, one proposed site is in E1l Reno, Oklahoma, in Canadian
County at the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
Grazinglands Research Laboratory. The proposed site is centrally
located near a major airport, major highways, and a railroad. The
USDA site is already conducting agricultural research; and

WHEREAS, the Oklahoma consortium that will serve as a resource
to this site, should it be selected, is composed of eight
universities from five states, three private research laboratories,
two major federal contractors, and two private companies; and

WHEREAS, the site is close to both Oklahoma State University and
the University of Oklahoma, two schools with growing
biotechnological efforts and established research programs on
infectious diseases. Oklahoma State University has an outstanding
veterinary college, a medical research center, a major biomedical
research institute, is developing public health training programs,
and an animal disease diagnostic laboratory. The University of
Oklahoma has an exceptional medical school, plus outstanding health,
genomics, and weather research capabilities. Likewise, the Oklahoma
site will have access to Langston University and the University of
Tulsa, both part of the consortium. Langston University performs

exceptional goat and aquaculture research. The University of Tulsa
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offers nationally regarded cyber security academic programs and
research; and

WHEREAS, out of 29 initial submissions, this Oklahoma location
is one of 14 remaining on a short list of proposed sites to be
selected. The selection process for the site is being jointly
conducted by the United States Department of Homeland Security, the
United States Department of Agriculture, and the United States
Department of Health and Human Services. Their team will be
visiting Oklahoma this year to examine Oklahoma’s research
capabilities, resources, and infrastructure.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE 1ST SESSION
OF THE 51ST OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
CONCURRING THEREIN:

THAT the Oklahoma State Legislature warmly welcomes the
selection team to our great state.

THAT the Oklahoma State Legislature advises the selection team
of the many opportunities afforded by the Canadian County site for
the new National Bio and Agro Defense Facility.

THAT a copy of this resolution be distributed to the National

Bio and Agro Defense Facility project site selection team.
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Adopted by the Senate the 24th day of April,

2007.

Presiding Officer of the Senate

Adopted by the House of Representatives the

2007.

day of

Presiding Officer of the House
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