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 ENGROSSED HOUSE 
JOINT 
RESOLUTION NO. 1021 By: Banz of the House   
 
    and 
 
   Lamb of the Senate 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Joint Resolution directing the Secretary of State 
to refer to the people for their approval or 
rejection a proposed amendment to Section 15 of 
Article VI of the Constitution of the State of 
Oklahoma; providing for succession to the office of 
Governor in certain circumstances; providing ballot 
title; and directing filing. 
 
 
 
 
 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE SENATE OF THE 

1ST SESSION OF THE 51ST OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE: 

SECTION 1.  The Secretary of State shall refer to the people for 

their approval or rejection, as and in the manner provided by law, 

the following proposed amendment to Section 15 of Article VI of the 

Constitution of the State of Oklahoma to read as follows: 

Section 15.  A.  The Lieutenant Governor shall possess the same 

qualifications of eligibility for office as the Governor.  He The 

Lieutenant Governor shall be president of the Senate, but shall have 

only a casting vote therein, and also in joint vote of both houses.  

If, during a vacancy of the office of Governor, the Lieutenant 
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 Governor shall be impeached, displaced, resign, die or be absent 

from the State, or become incapable of performing the duties of the 

office, the president, pro tempore, of the Senate, shall act as 

Governor until the vacancy be filled or the disability shall cease; 

and provided, if there is more than one person designated to perform 

the duties of president, pro tempore, or if there are co-presidents, 

pro tempore, the president, pro tempore, who is of the same 

political party as the Governor shall act as Governor until the 

vacancy be filled or the disability shall cease; if the president, 

pro tempore, of the Senate, for any of the above enumerated causes, 

shall become incapable of performing the duties pertaining to the 

office of Governor, the Speaker of the House of Representatives 

shall act as Governor until the vacancy be filled or the disability 

shall cease; and if the Speaker of the House of Representatives, for 

any of the above enumerated causes, shall become incapable of 

performing the duties pertaining to the office of Governor and if 

there is more than one person designated to perform the duties of 

president, pro tempore, of the Senate or if there are co-presidents, 

pro tempore, the president, pro tempore, who is of a different 

political party than the Governor shall act as Governor until the 

vacancy be filled or until the disability shall cease.  Further 

provisions for succession to the office of Governor shall be 

prescribed by law. 
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 B.  If no officer in the enumerated order provided for in 

subsection A of this section is able to exercise the powers and 

discharge the duties pertaining to the office of Governor, the State 

Auditor and Inspector, Attorney General, State Treasurer, 

Superintendent of Public Instruction, Commissioner of Labor, and 

members of the Corporation Commission in the order of their election 

districts, shall each in the order named, exercise the powers and 

discharge the duties of the office of Governor until a new Governor 

is elected and qualified. 

SECTION 2.  The Ballot Title for the proposed Constitutional 

amendment as set forth in SECTION 1 of this resolution shall be in 

the following form: 

BALLOT TITLE 

Legislative Referendum No. ____ State Question No. ____ 

THE GIST OF THE PROPOSITION IS AS FOLLOWS: 

This measure amends the Oklahoma Constitution.  It amends the 

section that deals with who takes the place of the Governor if 

the Governor and Lieutenant Governor cannot perform the duties 

of the Governor.  It expands the list of persons who can serve.  

The new list of persons who could serve would only serve if the 

persons already listed could not serve.  The persons would serve 

in the order in which they are listed. 

SHALL THE PROPOSAL BE APPROVED? 

FOR THE PROPOSAL — YES _____________ 
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 AGAINST THE PROPOSAL — NO  _____________ 

SECTION 3.  The Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives, 

immediately after the passage of this resolution, shall prepare and 

file one copy thereof, including the Ballot Title set forth in 

SECTION 2 hereof, with the Secretary of State and one copy with the 

Attorney General. 

Passed the House of Representatives the 13th day of March, 2007. 

 
 
 

  
Presiding Officer of the House of 

 Representatives 
 
 

Passed the Senate the ____ day of __________, 2007. 

 
 
 

  
Presiding Officer of the Senate 
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